Author






S

o T

B S

Volume 3

S N 22

Part 1. The Twelve Portals

- F ? \ k.
o <ot Irene . Tarenes  Gornella HayLin- .

(e



Part 1. The Twelve Portals

Volume 3
o R, N~

CONTENTS
eole—

CHAPTER 9
The Four Dragons
3

CHAPTER IO
A Bridge Between Two Worlds g
65 é\

CHAPTER II g
The Crown of Light
127 \ Ul

CHAPTER 12
So Be It Forever
189







[ {
That’s how Xin Jing, the Nymph,
soared above the world... 99



O
v 0
50| JINGLE BELLS...
0O
D . \ _ Oo _ COO
y R 5 0 )
T 0° 0\ =%
1 { O o) o Ov' O
.
JINGLE BELLS... 0 \ i B
— =
L]

JINGLE
ALL THE WAY...

funitis to f
i ride in a one-

: IN YOUR ROOM? horse open
WE'RE GONNA s ¢ sleigh... 4

SUPER-LATE!

" JUST A SEC, IRMA!
T'LL BE RIGHT
' THERE!
= ]

X vesr vere's
PICTURE T DREW OF
"= M. KNIckE '
T PROMISED I'D GIVE IT
TO MER!

DID YOU WIDE IT
LNDER YOLIR BED
'COS YOU WERE AFRAID
SOMEBODY'D STEAL IT, OR ARE
YOU JUST THAT MESSY?
C'MON, HAY-HAY!
LET'S GET GOIN'!
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SINCE
WHEN HAVE
YOU BEEN IN A RUSH
TO GET TO SCHOOL?
WE'LL BE THERE
EARLY, Y'KNOW.

WE WASTED c

HALF AN HOUR HUNTING
DOWN YOUR MASTERPIECE!
IF WE'RE LATE, I'M GONNA
BE SO MAD!

YOU THINK I'M

S0 WHAT? WE'RE
USUALLY LATE. 1
JUST WANT TO
MAKE UP FOR THAT.

IF NOT, THEN
SOMEBODY ELSE MUST| 0
HAVE SET A BOMB OFF o
IN YOUR ROOM. IF You

A WANT, T couLp ask
Y DAD TO FIND THE
N  CULPRIT..

WE STILL
HAVE TIME.| -

YOU'RE HIDING
SOMETHING! You
HAVE A DATE, DON'T
YOU? APMIT IT!

QUIET DOWN,
FER CRYIN'
ouT Loup!

WHAT? IRMA'S
GOT A DATE?

O000H!
LOOKS LIKE
SOMEBODY
GOT UP ON THE
WRONG SIDE OF
THE BED THIS
MORNING!




. ———

- -~
HEY, HOT STUFF! o | - Ugh! N
YOU'RE RIGHT ON TIME . %)
TODAY! YOU'VE NEVER _ . My life’s over. J
BEEN THIS PUNCTUAL i —C -

M-MARTIN?
IRMA'S DATING o 7
MARTIN? MAYBE MY =2k
EYES ARE GOING
BAD. T MUST BE
HALLUCINATING.

THEY'RE NOT DATING. MARTIN
HELPS HER STUDY FRENCH MISsS HAY LIN!

BEFORE CLASS.
IRMA'S JUST WORRIED
ABOUT HER GRADES.
TO GET ENCUGH CREDIT,
SHE HAS TO PERFORM IN
THE CHRISTMAS 1
SHOW... }

| KD
=
=
..BUT TO DO THAT,
SHE NEEDS TO PASS oy
. HMER NEXT FRENCH
; TEST!
>
el
HA-HA-HA!
NOW I GET IT!



I HOPE YOU HAVE
YOU-KNOW-WHAT
IN THAT BACKPACK

You BET I pO!

IT's REMARKABLE!
YOU HAVE A GIFT, HAY LIN, i
AND I THINK YOU SHOULD ALl
SHARE IT WITH YOUR

CLASSMATES!

IT'S NOT PERFECT,
BUT THE COLORS...

LET ME BE
THE JUDGE

AS YOU KNOW, THE
DRAMA CLUB WILL BE PUTTING
ON A CHRISTMAS PLAY. OUR
SCHOOL HAS A MULTIETHNIC
TRAPDITION, $0...

...THIS YEAR'S
PERFORMANCE
WILL BE ABOUT




I'D LIKE YOU TO WORK ON

AS/A. YOU WOULD PREPARE
A STORY, THE BACKDROF, AND
THE COSTUMES...CAN YOU
HANDLE THAT? .

AND S0... @
SUPER! |

AT T
e {.l"i.‘. N

AN A
)~ A

A
g |,::*""1
(L Illf:r"r_ll‘ .

...IT'S HOPELESS.
I GOTTA COME UP

AN ASIAN MYTH—
MOM, D0 You
KNOW ANY?

BED? IT'S TOO LATE
FOR YOU TO BE
WORKING.

YOU MIGHT ;
usT oREAMIEERY,
THE '
PERFECT

OH, YOUR GRANDMA KNEW
TONS OF CHINESE LEGENDS!
WHEN I WAS LITTLE, SHE WOULD
TELL ME A DIFFERENT ONE
EACH NIGHT. 1

WAS YOUR
FAVORITE?

THE LEGEND OF THE
FOUR DRAGONS.




Q_| YES! THE FOUR DRAGONS!

"IN THE SkY...

AI

"TIME WAS YOUNG THEN.
[ :
a .-_--_".:"_"-_:___;__._‘__' ;2 .

“THERE WERE NO RIVERS OR
LAKES... JUST THE GREAT
L EASTERNSEA. |

“... THE BLACK PRAGON,

AND THE PEARL PRAGON.
I &




‘BUT ONE SAD DAY,
A PRAYER ROSE...

"...CARR/ED BY THE
INCENSE'S SMOKE.

L
i —
YTHE YELLOW DRAGON, THE ONE WHO MOST
LOVED THE EARTH, WENT DOWN TO SEE
WHAT WAS GOING ON.

a3

THE DROUGHT
1S DESTROYING
THEIR CROPS!

OUR POWERFUL
ANCESTORS, PLEASE

MAY THE SKIES OFPEN!

MAY THE RAIN BLESS OUR
FIELDS! THIS WE BEG FOR!
THIS WE HOFE FOR!

THEIR SUPPLIES WILL
SOON RUN OUT, AND
THAT WILL BE THE END
FOR THEM.




MIGHTY 1S THEIR
SUFFERING.

WITH THESE WORD'S,
THE GREAT DRAGON AND His
FRIENDS FLEW OFF TOWARD

THE JAVE EMPEROR'S
PALACE.

"YET THEY RECE/IVED NO WELCOME.

235
U
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WHY WOULD YOU PISTURB

ME INSTEAD OF FLYING IN
THE CLOUDS?

v

THE
EMPEROR...
RIGHT!



PEOPLE ARE SUFFERING, YOUR
MAJESTY! IF YOU DO NOT SEND

I WILL CONSIDER IT. NOW,
STOP WASTING MY TIME!

THEM RAIN, THEY WILL
PERISH!

"S0 SPOKE THE EMPEROR.

— |

“.? A {

"TEN DAYS PASSED AFTER THE EMPEROR |-
MAPE HIS PROMISE, BUT NO RAIN FELL. |

HEY
HANDS OFF MY
ROOTS!

A

YTHE WOMEN HAD NOTHING TO FEED THEIR
CHILPREN! SOME ATE TREE BARK, SOME
ATE ROOTS, AND SOME PEOPLE SAID...




THIS TIME?

IF HE LIFTS UP
MY ROOTS, YOU'LL
BE ABLE TO SEE
MY SHOES!

WHAT I5 IT

THIS IS JUST

A REHEARSAL, LENNY.
FORGET ABOUT YOUR SHOES.
THE AUDIENCE WON'T

EVEN NOTICE!

NO ONE WILL
NOTICE ME ANYWAY'!
BECAUSE THIS ROLE
15 SO MINOR!

I DON'T WANNA
BE A TREE!

JUST LEAVE! THERE
ARE PLENTY OF
PECPLE WHO'LL
TAKE THE PART.

LIKE ME!

COME ON, HARRY!
YOU'RE ALREADY PLAYING
THE BUSH.

WOW. HAY LIN'S
SHOWING SOME
REAL GUTS!

IT'S TOUGH
TO MAKE EVERYONE
IN A SCHOOL PLAY E
GET ALONG!

o et

—
THE TRUTH Is,

YOUR STORY'S
oUMB!

-

HMMM, HOW
INTERESTING.

LOOKS LIKE A
STORM'S BREWING!




THE GRUMPER
S/STERS!
COURTNEY AND

THEY WRITE THE
GOSSIP COLLUMN FOR
THE SCHOOL PAPER.

WAY TO GO, IRMA!
THAT MEANS MARTIN'S
TUTORING MUST BE

WORKING!

/
THEY'RE NASTY AND A COUPLE OF WITCHES.
THEIR NAMES ARE ON THE
LRNGRss. LIST FOR FRIDAY'S

ALDITION.

LS Proving >

facine ]

T

WELL, LOOK

STUPID LENNY! MY WHO'S HERE! THE

STORY ISN'T DUMB!

& i
<ot CALM DOWN,
S HAY LIN! ALL GREAT
— ARTISTS ARE
LINDERAPPRECIATED.

You MusT
BE TARANEE!
BUT YOU DON'T SEEM

LIKE THE WE/RDPO
THAT CORNELIA
SAYS YOU ARE...

S0 YOU THINK
I'M A WE/IRDO,

EARTH ARE
YOU TALKING
ABOUT?




YOU LOOK WORRIED, IRMA.
AFRAID YOU WON'T PASS THE

OF THE COSTUMES HAY LIN'S
GOING TO DESIGN?

OH, NO OFFENSE!
M SLIRE TRUA DIDN'T MEAN
IT WHEN SHE SAID YOU HAVE
HORR/IBLE TASTE. GRRRR!

THAT'S NOT TRUE!
I NEVER SAID
ANYTHING LIKE
THAT!

THOUGHT WE
WERE FRIENDS!,

TAKE IT BACK,
CORNELIA, OR...
OR...

DON'T BE HEY, TARANEE-.'

YOU REALLY HERE.
BELIEVE THOSE
TWO?

FPETER!

IT's WHAT ARE YOU
GETTING LATE. DOING HERE?
WE'D BETTER GET

GOING...

JUST PLAYING
DELIVERY BOY!
YOU FORGOT THIS.

YEAH, YOU'D
BETTER.




MY SNACK
AND MY BOOKS!

THANKS, BIG i
BROTHER! W/, SEE YOU, CORNELIA!

NO WORRIES.

I'M HERE TO
SERVE. SEE
YA LATER!

Check it out!
Little-Miss-Princess is

= -—1’.".':’_"'."‘5' _

HE'S CUTE,
DON'T YOU
THINK?
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YOUR
FRIEND, W/LL.
SHE LIKES HIM TOO.

GUESS
THAT'S WHY SHE
TOLD PETER YOU'D

NEVER GO out
WITH HIM!

S-SERIOUSLY?
HOwW Do Yol
KNOW THAT?

THAT'S
A SECRET!

BUT YOU TWO
WOULD BE A GREAT
COUPLE. TOO
BAD...

I JUusT sAID
HE WAS CUTE...
BET HE THINKS

YOU'RE CUTE
TOO.

( IT'S HARD TO
Bl

ELIEVE, BUT IT'S
TRUE.

IF I HADN'T
HEARD IT MYSELF...
BUT THEN AGAIN,
WHY WOULD I LIE TO
youz?




WHY DO YOU HAVE
TO STICK YOUR
IN OTHER PEOPLE’'S

WHAT THE
HECK ARE
YOU TALKING

PETER!
WHY ARE YOU
TELLING EVERYONE
T'M NOT INTERESTED

m IN HIM?

EVEN EAS/ER! HEH-
-HER!

P SOMETIMES T WONDER e
WHY WE DO THIS. e A




COME ON!
WHO WANTS
TO START?

TALKING!
DO YOU REALLY

START WHAT?

WANT TO SPEND THE
REST OF THE DAY

I HAVE NOTHING
TO sAY!

[N

WELL, I DO/ I DON'T
KNOW THE GRUMPER
SISTERS, BUT THEY CLEARLY
WANT TO MAKE LIS
FIGUT!

DON'T YOU THINK
WE HAVE MORE REASONS TO BE FRIENDS
THAN TO FIGHT?

WE'VE BEEN THROUGH SO
MUCH TOGETHER. WE CAN'T
FIGHT JUST BECAUSE TWO
GOSSIPERS LIED
TO us!




OKAY, BUT WHY
WOULD WE CARE
NOW?

WILL'S RIGHT! BUT MAYBE IT'S TIME
T WANTED THE TO TELL YoOU ALL HOW

PLAY TO BE A
SURPRISE!

THE FOUR DRAGONS'
STORY ENDS.

T WANT TO KNOW WHAT oo

SEE. T COULDN'T BELIEVE | HAPPENS...THE LAST THING
IT MYSELF WHEN MY MOM | YOU SAID WAS THE PEOPLE
TOLD ME. B > WERE STARVING.

=) 1 T ||
ATy | T

; UST LISTEN, AND YOU'LL

RIGHT!
THE DRAGONS DECIDED
TO HELP THE PEOPLE. THE
GREAT DRAGON HAD AN

THE OCEAN! THERE'S
PLENTY OF WATER THERE!
WE CAN USE IT TO HELP

WE JUST HAVE TO COLLECT |
IT AND SCATTER IT THROUGH |
THE SKY TO MAKE IT RAIN
OVER THE FIELDS!




"AND THAT'S WHAT THE FOUR
DRAGONS DID HUNDREDS
OF TIMES. THE PESPERATE
PEOPLE COULDN'T BELIEVE
THEIR EYES.

RAIN/!

' IT'S RAINING!

PLEASED WITH SUCH WONDERS.
His WRATH GREW!"

GET THEM!
BRING THEM TO ME
IMMEDIATELY!

THE DRAGONS WERE TAKEN 16 THERE A PUNISHMENT

TO THE PALACE IN CHAINS.
PREP WORSE THAN HAVING TO
el ARED LISTEN TO THE STORY OF

A TERRIBLE PUNISHMENT
THE FOUR DRAGONS?

YOU HAVE CHALLENGED
MY POWER, AND FOR THIS
YOU WILL BE PUNISHED!




I ORDER THE KING OF
THE PEAKS...

...TO PICK FOUR
MOLINTAINS AND LOCK THESE
DRAGONS AWAY—NEVER LET

THEM ESCAPE!

BUT WE ONY
DID WHAT WAS

THEIR WORDS DID NOT
MOVE THE EMPERCR,
AND SO HIS ORDER WAS
CARRIED OUT.

AS YOU WISHED,
YOUR MAJESTY!

THIS |15 WHAT HAPPENS
TO THOSE W.I:iO ANGER
ME!

— i
NOW THEY “ii?
WILL NEVER BE
\ ABLE TO PO GOOD
EVER AGAIN!




"XIN JING, THE NYMPH AND _
MISTRESS OF COURAGE, COULD |
NOT TOLERATE THIS.

HER NAME \|!
MEANS HEART ||
OF CRYSTAL,

"HER WORDS
WERE SEVERE.

n I-.-- T
<}'ﬁ %B f/

YOUR
CRUELTY IS
| EQUALED

ONLY BY YOUR

ARROGANCE!

"THE NYMPH
COULDN'T UNDO
THE EMPEROR'S
INJUSTICE...

| YOL'RE BEAUTIFUL,
A5 ALWAYS!

AT THOSE MOUNTAINS,
BECAUSE YOU'LL NEVER
SEE THEM LIKE THIS,
EVER AGAIN!

YOUR
VENGEANCE
WILL BE
|| YOUR OWN

PUNISHMENT.

WHAT WILL YOU DO?

YOU CAN'T OVER-
TURN MY DECREE.




"...BUT SHE WANTED THE BRAVE
DRAGONS' SACRIFICE TO BE
REMEMBERED FOR ETERNITY!

"SHE GAVE UP HER POWER
AS IT PASSED THROUGH THE
MOLINTAINS.

"IN RETURN,
SHE ABSORBED THE
DPAGONS' £SSENCESI

"THE FOUR DRAGONS
TURNED INTO FOUR
RIVERS...

"AND 50, THE NYMPH XIN JING,
FOREVER BOUND TO THE DRAGONS,
FREELY SOARED ABOVE THE WORLD.

"...THE BLACK RIVER,

THE YELLOW RIVER, THE GREAT
RIVER, AND THE PEARL RIVER,
THE MOST IMPORTANT
RIVERS IN CHINA..."




A CRYSTAL TALISMAN..."

=5

"
3\ B

e
P )< LEFT OF THE NYMPH WAS s

...CONTAINING THE ESSENCE OF

o THE FOLIR DRAGONS...PLLIS ,T‘?"’}“HE ;“’R‘ifé,fs
/ HER OWN. THE NYMPH...
THEY'RE US! THIS

LEGEND IS THE

THE YELLOW DRAGON LOVED

THE EARTH. THE BLACK
= DRAGON FLEW
THE HIGHEST!

S0 THE CRYSTAL
TALISMAN...

EXACTLY! IT'S THE HEART
OF KANCRAKAR! WY
GRANDMOTHER LOVED THIS
STORY. YOU KNOW WHY?

THE GREAT DRAGON LOVED WATER,
AND THE PEARL DRAGON
CONTROLLED FIRE...

...AND THE
NYMPH, ALL BY
HERSELF, MADE THEIR
TRANSFORMATIONS
POSSIBLE.




HMMM...IT'S CONVOLUTED,
BUT CHARMING ALL THE

CAN YOU IMAGINE—
PRAGONS! NYMPHS!
REAL MAG/C!

WHAT'RE YOU SAYING?
LIKE OUR MAGIC 1S FAKE!

YOU KNOW, HAY-HAY,
YOUR COSTUMES

AREN'T BAD.
\"-. -

TO HECK WITH \
THE GRUMPERS! MY MOM

ALWAYS SAYS RUMORS
NEED A SHARP
TONGLE...

SAYS THAT TOO!

OKAY! T GET IT!

ANOTHER. IF THERE'S A PROBLEM,
..BUT THEY ALSO NEED METHER. TF e S ARy .

A WILLING EAR! MY MOM iAol o

FPROMISE?

»_'.N\) :
2 )



~
THAT DOESN'T MEAN
THE GRUMPERS WE'LL DEAL WITH

SHOLLD GET away [ THEM WHEN THE TIME

WITH IT. 15 RIGHT.
DL e

w——

‘;f

»

FOR NOW, YOU'D BETTER . UNLESS You y I JUsT HAVE ONE
Jﬁﬁ?ﬂfjgg%‘;ﬁ@” y DON'T WANT TO BE 1 THING TO TAKE
\) P IN MY PLAY. THE

IF YOU'VE STUDIED,
THIS SHOLULDN'T BE TOO
DIFFICULT. YOU HAVE
ONE HOUR...

D
oy

B 6

IF ONLY IT WAS AN >
; ORAL QUIZ! THEN I COULD USE
) MY POWERS TO DECIPE WHAT
GUESTIONS WOULD BE ASKED!




BUT THIS TIME IT'S DIFFERENT!
I CAN'T CHEAT...I DON'T WANT
70 CHEAT!

/

TRUE OR FALSE, RIGHT

OR WRONG. MAGIC HAS
NOTHING TO PO WITH IT! ; i
IT'S JUST ME AND THIS e ! !

SHEET OF PAPER!
SN S (
S 3
4 - . ——
| JUST ONE NAME TO B
= 77 CROSS OFF. A
mm 7 iy

TI 3. INEWITaT
Jessika Rauch
Trena-tetr

Bess Grumper

Courtney Grumper
L ara Mancicki

(=1
RECITA po NATALED
futma p:’: teang

I HAD NOTHING
TO DO WITH IT, IRMA.
IT WAS MS, ¢

WHY'S MY NAME
CROSSED OUT? WHO
CUT ME FROM THE
AUPDITION?




SHE CAN'T DO THAT! T HAVE

A RIGHT TO TRY OUT!

NOTICED IF THE
GRUMPER S/STERS
HADN'T TOLD
THE PRINCIPAL!

UP UNTIL YESTERDAY,
I WAS ON THE LIST!'

YOU ALL sAY
THAT! THEN, WHO
SHOULD I BE MAD

BUT THAT'S HOW
J IT I1S. UNTIL YOUR

B/ GRADES IN FRENCH ARE
BETTER, YOU CAN'T
AUDITION!

BUT MS. KELLY, LET'S

CALL IT AN

OVERSIGHT!

I SWEAR, THIS TIME
T'LL TURN THEM
INTO...INTO. ..INTO...

IS5 THERE ANYTHING
WORSE THAN THE
GRUMPER SISTERS?




I HAVE NO CLUE—
BLT EVERYTHING ELSE IS A
FAILURE! NO AUDITION UNTIL T

DID THE TEST
GO BADLY?

\
CHEER LIP, IRMA! WE'VE
BEEN THROUGH WORSE.
STOP MOPING AND PUT
ON A SMILE.

Y 1 540 A smILE, NOT
A GIGGLE FIT.

IT'S JUST THAT..

J  HA-UA-uA!
SOMETHING IN
YOUR JACKET
TICKLED ME!

oopPs! IT's MY
, CELL PHONE—IT'S
VIBRATING!

IT's
BUZZING! 1T
SOLINDS LIKE

MY DAD'S
ELECTRIC
RAZOR!

HELLO?
MS, RUPOLPH?
T CAN'T HEAR YOU WELL...




I FOUND You! IT'
AN EMERGENCY, WILL!
YOU HAVE TO MEET
ME AS SOON AS

__.__i! .. iﬁ_" __'

\” WAIT A MOMENT,
WILL! A TRAIN'S
PASSING BY!

WHAT'S
THE MATTER?

LATER!
MEET Mg AT

CLEARVIEW
CROSS?




15 SOMETHING
WRONG,

"I'M AFRAID
THERE REALLY
1s!1"




o = -

)
IN WEATHER LIKE THIS,
» THE BEST THING TO DO WOULD
” BE TO STAY AT HOME.

TO HELFP TEACHERS, BUT IF YOU KNOW

O W.LT.C.H., THEN YOU KNOW THAT THIS SORT |

BUT JUST AN HOUR AGO,
THESE GIRLS RECE/IVED
A CALL FOR HELP FROM

OF THING IS LIKELY TO HAPPEN.

a

o “

o

CLEARVIEW CROSS...
WE WERE SUPPOSED
TO MEET HER HERE, BUT

THEIR MATH TEACHER.

NOBODY'S AROUND.

SOMETHING

MUST'VE HAPPENED.
Ms. RUDOLPH
WASN'T ALONE.




THE SNOW

COVERED SOME

WANNA

OF HER TRACKS, BUT |.~ GO FIRST,
THEY SEEM TO LEAD A DARK, CORNELIA?

THAT Wav! ABANDONED
V- TUNNEL...
HMMM. ..

WHY'RE YOU HIRPING?
WHO ARE THESE
STOP! THOSE ARE PEOPLE?
MY FRIENDS, THE o
GUARDIANS OF
KANDRAKAR!

THIS IS ALENA,
MORVAN, AND THEIR
SON RANNY. THEY
JUST ARRIVED FROM

WE HID IN THE TUNNEL TO
AVOID BEING SEEN. I'M SO
HAPPY YOU'RE HERE!

IT WASN'T
EASY FOR US
TO GET HERE. THIS
MUST BE YOLIRS.




OF COURSE NOT!
e THEY CROSSED
TAKE THE THROLGH A
TRAIN! IT'S PORTAL OF

NEVER ON TIME! THE VEIL.

THEY'VE HAD A DIFFICULT TRIF.
I HEARD THEY WERE COMING,
BUT SOMETHING WENT
WRONG...

WAIT A SEC!
THAT'S A PORTAL?

WHY BIDN'T THE MAP 2 I
SAY SOMETHING?

BETTER LATE
THAN NEVER! £

“IT'S SAYING SO _ \ =
Now! LoOK! sy - o
, o -0 AS T SAID, THERE WAS C 0 s o
8 A PROBLEM DURING THEIR o

TRIF. ALENA AND MORVAN'S
OTHER SON, RESEFH,
RAN AWAY!

<

HE GOT SCARED
. | BY A PASSING TRAIN
-5 & AND TOOK OFF!




I'M S0 SORRY! [ NO USE CRYING OVER| [
SPILLED MILK. LET'S
LOOK FOR RESEPH!

7ANG THAT'S WHAT WE'LL DO NEXT, BUT
FIRST, LET'S TAKE CARE OF
iGr1 we \THE PORTAL,

CAN'T LEAVE
IT OPEN!







THOSE WORDPS SOLUND NICE, WILL... i I THINK THESE
BUT CAN YOU BELIEVE THEM ARE THE BOY'S
YOURSELF? = FOOTPRINTS...

THEY STOP HERE! HE Y = HEATHERFIELD'S

MUST'VE GONE OVER /] o T ;
THE TRACKS... .| o OVER THERE. WE NEED

SPLITTING UP
/15 OUR BEST BET. IF
~ { ONLY WE KNEW WHERE
o i TO LOOK!

=T
HE COULD BE
ANYWHERE! AND
THINGS ARE ONLY
GETTING WORSE!




WE HAVE TO HELP
THAT LITTLE BOY—

1S THE ONLY PLACE
WHERE ALL QUESTIONS
HAVE AN ANSWER!

LET'S GET

(| MAYBE IT WOLLDN'T
\ BE A BAD IDEA TO PAY
\ A QUICK VISIT.

MY GRANDMA
TOLD ME ABOUT IT ONCE.
TO GET THERE, YOU HAVE
TO CROSS OVER AN A/R-
COLORED BRIPGE. ¢

YOoU DON'T
KNOW WHAT YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT!

I DON'T KNOW ANYTHING —

A MERIDIAN CHILD WHO'S
LOST, AND WE DON'T KNOW

YOU'RE RIGHT!
I HAVE NO CLUE!

AND I CAN'T TAKE IT

WE HAVE A MAP
" THAT ONLY WORKS WHEN
WE DON'T NEED IT, POWERS /g
WE BARELY UNDERSTAND, AND
"\ AN IMPOSSIBLE M/SS/ON!

NOW WE HAVE

WHERE TO LOOK!
I'M FED UP!




IF YOU'RE GOING
TO KANDRAKAR, HMMAM...
I'M GOING A PLACE WITH ALL THAT MEANS

T RS, THEY'LL HAVE THE
AL ANSWERS TO MY

FRENCH TEST!

Y T DON'T KNOW ABOUT
THAT, IRM4, BUT WE'LL
FIND OUT SOON...

[ ...BECAUSE THE HEART )
OF KANDRAKAR WILL
LEAD US THERE!

i IENES AN
NO GUARDIAN - 7" NOTHING THAT N
HAS EVER DARED SUCH WILL UPSET THE
| A FEAT BEFORE. WHAT D0 A coUNCIL OF THE
YOU INTEND TO DO &7 WISEMEN. I BELIEVE
ABOUT THIS? <&  THEY'RE VERY FOND OF

THIS IS
UNHEARD OF,
ORACLE!




THEIR REQUEST FOR
KNOWLEDGE 1S LEGITIMATE.
S0, GIRLS...

FRENCH, 45-TU
COMPRIS? THAT'S
NOT THE LANGUAGE
THAT YOoU LUSED ON

THIS PAGE!

HERE'S YOUR
FRENCH TEST,

HERE
GOES
NOTHING!

M-MAYBE Now
I'LL WAKE UP, AND ALL
OF THIS WILL JUST
HAVE BEEN A BAD
DREAM...

—=J

"...RIGHT—A DREAM..."




e
WHAT'S UP,

BAD NEWS,
HAY LIN. DOESN'T

LOOK LIKE I'M GONNA ||
GET TO BE IN
YOUR PLAY!

"...WAKE UP/"

THAT'S
STRANGE... THAT'S
THE SAME THING MY
GRANDMOTHER SAID
IN MY DREAM
LAST NIGHT! _~

TO TELL YOU THE

TRUTH, SHE SAID

SHE'S NOT HAPPY
WITH MY BEHAVIOR.

o

SEE WILL FROM
UP THERE?

o
! BUT T JUST CAN'T e 2
ﬁ RESIST FLYING THROUGH / o° =
7 THIS FRESH AIR! —Mg—ﬂ-‘-—-_%;-
o 7 ]
! . ) e ; =

I LOVE THIS
FEELING!




HOW MANY TIMES
DO T HAVE TO TELL

ARE WE GONNA
SEE A MOVIE THIS
AFTERNOON?

ONLY IF WE PICK
SOMETHING ROMANTIC!

WILL YOU LET CORNELIA
AND TARANEE KNOW?

_—

I WISH THINGS WERE GOING 0 T TREATED M. 1F ¢
N I TREATED HIM...IF ONLY
BETTER WITH MY MOM...T WANT ) ) DAD WAS STILL WITH US..
70 BE THE ONE MAKING MY -
OWN DECISIONS...

..... e W .
"...BE CAREFUL WHAT you
WISH FOR, WILL...




WE'VE ALREADY DISCUSSED
THIS! T CAN'T LET YOU TURN

THIS DOWN. )

"...BECAUSE
you Just
MIGHT

GET IT!*

7 GOOD-BYE, SUSAN.
TAKE CARE OF
YOURSELF!

QU/CkK! BEFORE
THEY SEE ME!

=

> 7m0 N0 104z | | a5

[( roonTknow | | :
2 _ AN "...YOU MUST WAKE UP, NOW!* J




.

-

I'M SORRY,
MOM!

MY LITTLE &IRL
HAS GROWN!

WE WERE
ABOUT TO

WILL You
JOIN Us? M

... THAT'S ENOLIGH, WILL! }
YOU WAVE TO WAKE LP!




"GIRLS, IT'S TIME FOR ALL
OF YoU TO WAKE UP..."

GET DOWN HERE,
LAZYBONES!

ONLY IF
You sToP
YELLING!

PETER, YOUR ARE YOU STILL

/ GIRLFRIEND CAN TALKING TO THAT
BE SO RUPE TRAITOR?
SOMETIMES!

WHAT'S GOTTEN INTO
YOU, LITTLE SISTER?

OUR FRIEND! WHAT ' Mﬂ%ﬁi:%ﬁfs
HAPPENED |S OVER 1 &
AND DONE WITH...

2 V 77, <  WHY DO YOU KEEP

SHE SOLD Us
OUT TO CEDRIC! SHE
TRIED TO GET R/DP OF




& 77 ...KENN CENN LI KKUNN TUl S
ity { KKIENN KKANN KENN EE}IM... "

{
SUNN LI KKUNN TUl
% KKIENN KKANN...
%

e — ..."OPEN YOUR EYES!"

LI KKUNN TUl KKIENN KKANN ¢
KENN CENN SUNN...

AND THAT'S
GRANDMA'S
VOICE!

HERE, NOTHING 1S
AS IT SEEMS.

{ ” } B
L =~

- @/p G\



BUT THEN...
COLLINS? AND

FEARS BECOME REAL! My DAD?

K;ED?LE! YoU HAVE DEMONSTRATED
GREAT STRENGTH, HERE—
WHERE DESIRES AND

JUST A DREAM,
WILL. JUST LIKE

THE SENSATION
OF FLYING...

WE'RE
HAVING TROUBLE
GRASPING THIS,
GRANPMOTHER.
PLEASE HELP

PETER N

AND ELYON...
THEY WERE
ILLUSIONS TOO!




...IT WAS CREATED TO DEFEND
THE REST OF THE UNIVERSE FROM
THE THREAT OF METAMOOR!

=g

YOU HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED
WITH THE MOST DIFFICULT
TASK—TO DEFEND AN OLD,

COLLAPSING BARRIER...

THE LIGHT OF MERIDIAN TO RISE AND

=
e

ERECTED THE BARRIER AS WE WAITED FOR

| THE ANCIENT WISE MEN OF KANDRAKAR |
)\ ILLUMINATE THAT DARK LINIVERSE!

HER ARRIVAL WOLLD RESTORE
BALANCE. UNTIL THEN, THE
GUARDIANS WOLILD WATCH OVER

THE VEIL.

..AND TO PROTECT MERIDIAN
FROM THE EVIL PLANS OF
PRINCE PHOBOS!




THEN
WHY GIVE US
SUCH UNRELIABLE
TOOLS TO DO
THE JOB?

FOLLOWING
A MAP WON'T
ACCOMPLISH YOUR
MISSION, MY
DARLING.

YoU HAVE FACED MANY DANGERS
WITH COURAGE AND LOYALTY!
THosSE ARE YOUR Tools! &

‘ &
o) N
Fi(;ﬁ".u» 4

]
’,, REACHING =TE |
KANDRAKAR ON X/ THAT MAP WAS MERELY ONE _~ - /
STEP oN THE RoAD Tczﬂ ‘69(
UNDERSTANDING. 4

FORGET IT

EE'I"URN TO
HEATHERFIELD.
Y

"RESEPH IS IN DANGER!
HE NEEDS You!*




FOR HIM AT THE DOG POUND.
LJ'.- HOW YOU THE WAY!"




IT'S WARM HERE!
I CAN REST FOR A
LITTLE BIT!

N

A

WELL, WELL,

" wetLr whst 0o we h
HAVE HERE? '

TWO MORE
GUESTS TO BE
LOCKED UP!




1
WW
14
3




é.;lmw WITH WHITE |(f HOW ABOUIT
AND BROWN SPOTS BROWN AND

ARE YoU
PRANKING ME?

WHAT AN
ACTRESS... g

HE'S LITTLE, \ il oo

WITH WHITE ; ; WHY WOULD T DO N\ o 53
AND BROWN | THAT? I'M JUST by
SPOTE.,  ——r TRYING TO FIND MY ’

\ THIS SHOULD BUY US
4 A LITTLE TIME.

RESEPH!
ARE YOU HERE?

Somebody's
there.




ONE NIGHT THEN
HERE'LL TEACH YOU WE'LL SEE WHAT
NOT TO BITE! KIND OF BEAST
. YOU REALLY ARE!

WHAT'S
THAT IDIOT

THERE'S
NO TIME, HAY LIN!
WE'VE GOTTA GET
OUT OF HERE!

GEEZ! THAT'S A
STRONG DRAFT
=\ COMING THROUGH

IT'S THE
SEASON FOR THAT
SORT OF THING!

YOU POOR &UYS! \,
-..I CAN'T BELIEVE THEY |3
KEEP YOU LOCKED UP

LIKE THIS!




WHAT EXACTLY ARE You AND SINCE WHEN

DOING IN HERE? AND WHY DOES STUFF FLY?
AREN'T YOU HELPING?

IT'S JusT
THAT...EVERYTHING
IN THE ROOM
SUDPENLY STARTED
FLYING AROLIND! 45

I COULDN'T
TELL YOU FOR

/ ...BUT IT'S
CERTAINLY HAPPENING
A LOT HERE!

%
Z
-1
z

MAYBE IT'S i
TIME FOR US TO ! -
e HAVE A NICE EVENING,\
FELLAS, AND IF T CAN )
GIVE YOU A PIECE
OF ADVICE...

...DON'T STRESS
ABOUT IT!




=)

#

EPILOGUE:

SHEFFIELD INSTITUTE,
THE NEXT DAY...

THE CLASS'S

WERE DISAP-
POINTING, TO

...EXCEPT FOR A FEW
OF YOU. ONE GRADE
WAS SURPRISINGLY

GOOD—IRMA LAIR'S,

TEST RESULTS

FOR EXAMPLE.

READ ALOUD TO YOUR

CLASSMATES WHAT YoU

WROTE, IRMA. T HOPE
YOU DUNCES LISTEN TO

WHAT FRENCH REALLY
SOUNDS LIKE. .

JE SHIS GENIALE,
MERVEILLEUSE,
EXTRAORD!-

)

SME PASSED 'R
VER TEST! o |

WAY TO &0,
IRMA!

THERE'S AN ALIDITION
WAITING FOR YOU!

AH-HA! I LOVE

IF THAT'S THE CASE, THEN

THIS SCHOOL! )




OUCH!
YOU STABBED

'€0s YOU KEEP
MOVING! YOU MAY BE
THE GREAT DRAGON, BU
YOU'VE GOT THE

T e . W
=, | L‘.r-"‘ ¥
""‘ 2

' GIRLS, IT'S S0

! NICE TO SEE
I WAS WAITING | 3’51323 vffﬂs
FOR THEM! /| :
IS SHE EVEN
TALKING TO

CORNELIA HAS
QUESTIONABLE
TASTE IN FRIENDS!

SLIMEBALLS! I'M
50 GLAD THEY
FAILED THEIR
AUDITIONS.




THAT'S THAT,
FINALLY!

YOU'RE STILL %
TALKING TO

THE COSTUME PARTY
/~y AFTER THE SHOW! A SURPRISE
h_ PARTY TO CELEBRATE THE NEW

I TOLD THEM NOT TO TELL '

ANYBODY! IT'S BY INVITATION AJAP]%F{(E J?#ETZ
ONLY...AND THEY PROMISED THE SHOW!
TO KEEP IT A SECRET. i

BUT...BUT...
: BUT...

V {9

OH, WE
KNOW THAT...

...BUT THE
GRUMPERS
PON'T!




HEY THERE!
NOW, AREN'T
N YOU FIERCE?

HEY,
WHERE ARE
YOU GOING?

S0 WHERE DID
YOU COME FROM?
T K TO
WHERE'S YOUR TRIXIE! %URB‘S'{E;A‘E..




IT'S STARTING!

RESEPH!

"IN THE FUTURE, WHAT TALES WILL YoU
PASS ON TO YOUR GRANDCHILDREN?

"LOVE STORIES THAT BRING

’— MAGICAL ADVENTURES IN DIFFERENT PEOPLE TOGETHER?

UNKNOWN LANDS?

{ g

\| "sToRES OF EveRLASTING RS
g FRIENDSHIP?

& Lr" e




"OR MAYBE...A STORY ABOUT THE
WORST SNOWSTORM IN 150 YEARS?"

&

END OF e
CHAPTER 9

— E—
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€
Friendship is a dry

passage in the
pouring rain.

)
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DPRAWINGS BY LITTLE ELYON
EROWN, FROM WHEN SHE WAS SIX LUNTIL
HER DISAPPEARANCE.

INTERESTING...!

HMMAM.
SHE KEEPS
PRAWING THE
SAME THING —AN
IMAGINARY CITY. A
MAGICAL

il HERE WE GO! THIS
N\ ONE /5 comPLETE. ]
> THE CITY, AGAIN, ~ el =2 8 LITTLE
i r il G ,RL
WEARING A
CROWN! FLYING
\  AROUND AND
\  SHINING LIKE
N\ THE SUN.

A DROP OF WATER
FELL RIGHT
ON HER FACE.
THE COLORS ARE
ALL SMEARED.
700 BAC.

r POOR ELYON!

WHERE ARE YOU?
WHAT HAPPENED
70 YOUR CARE-
FREE DAYS?




UM...AGENT LAIR, YES? YES. I'M A
HEAPQUARTERS TOLD YOU DETECTIVE TOO,
WE WERE COMING, BUT NOT LIKE
RIGHT? YOU BRAINY

ONES FROM
INTERFOL.

I'M MARIA MEDINA.
PSYCHOLOGIST FROM
THE MISSING PERSONS
DIVISION.

RED TAPE. WE WERE ONLY JUST
ASSIGNED TO THIS CASE, AND WE'VE
ALREADY FOUND DISCREPANCIES.

BUT
ALL THIS )
HAPPENED
MONTHS

AGO...
WHY THE
SUDPEN

INTEREST?

FOR INSTANCE,
THE PACT THAT
THE BROWN FAMILY /|

DOESN'T

/ THIS IS
MY COLLEAGLE,
JOEL McTIENNAN.
HE DOESN'T TALK
MUCH...BUT WHEN /qy -
\  HE DOES,
HE BITES.

THEY'RE FORGED!
WE HAD THEM
EXAMINED BY OLR

EXPERTS. WE'RE WELL

INFORMED.

- >
I -\.r I = A\
{

WHAT ARE YOU TALKING

ABOUT? HEATHERFIELD
CITY HALL HAS

DOCUMENTS THAT...

BY THE WAY...
ONE OF THESE GIRLS 1S
YOUR PAUGHTER, CORRECT?




"YES, BUT IT SEEMS YOU DON'T KNOW AS
MUCH AS YOU THOUGHT. THE GIRL YOU'RE T
5...Y

SHUT THE ~
DOOR! QUICK! IT'S

GETTING CRAZY /3

IN HERE!




THAT'S WEIRD!
A SECOND AGO, THEY
WERE GOING BERSERK,
BUT AS SOON AS
THEY HEARD YOUR

DON'T MENTION
IT! YOU KNOW
I LIKE HELPING
OUT YOUR
GRANDFATHER!

LOOK AT PEFE.
HE'S EATING NOW.
HE HADN'T TOUCHED
HIS FOOD ALL DAY.

MATT
DOESN'T
KNOW THAT

HAVE T EVER THANKED
YOU FOR WHAT YOU'VE
DONE FOR THE

UM...MUST BE A

COINCIDENCE!

NOW, I'M IN A

I KNOW, BUT You
GAVE UP YOUR
CHRISTMAS
VACATION! AND
FOR WHAT?

JUST TO HANG
AROUIND THESE

AROUND You!
=SQUAWKT AROUND




RAMBLING!
JUST AN OLD,

PID YOU HEAR THAT?
PEPE JUST—

SQUAWKING

BALDING PARROT,

FORGET EMPATHETIC.
THESE ANIMALS LIKE TO GOSS/IP!

GossIP! ‘A

SSQUAWKT Gossipl SUIET =

SPEAKING OF THE
HOLIDAYS, DID YOU SEE
WHO LIVENED UP NEW
YEAR'S EVE AT THE

LODELYDAY?

I'VE HEARD
ABOUT THAT
PLACE! IT'S
HEATHERFIELD'S
MOST EXPENSIVE
RESTALRANT.

[ JACKIE GILLIGAN.
YOU'VE MET HER,

FAKE!

HMPH! ))
WHO COULD |4 FA—GNFFF!
FORGET A FAKE |1 _
LIKE HER?

riHave o Qi
BE A BIT MORE I
CAREFUL ABOUT Vi
WHAT I THINK! 42

U

)y
STAY CALM, WiLL!

PID T EVER TELL YOU CONTROL YOUR-

I HAD A CRUSH ON
HER ONCE? T USED
TO DREAM ABOUT

HER INVITING ME TO

THE LODELYDAY!

SHE REALLY THREW
ME...NOT BECAUSE
SHE WAS A KNOCKOUT
OR OLDER THAN ME,
BUT SHE ALWAYS
KNEW HOW TO
SURPRISE ME!




SPEAKING OF SURPRISES,
LOOKS LIKE GRANDFPA'S
DECIDED TO BRAVE THE STORM, &
RHEUMATISM OR NO.

HEY! IT'S HEFTY!
JACKIE GILLIGAN'S

HEY, SOME FOUR-LEGGED FRIEND
IS PEEKING OUT OF THE BACK

Hl, KIDs!
OF HIS VAN! MAKE WAY .
ROBABLY ANOTHER FOR AN OLD

USUALLY DOG-SIT,
BUT YOUR FRIEND IS
GOING TO HELP ME
PAY THE BILLS.

INJURED ANIMAL.
FIRST HE NURSES

THEM, THEN HE
DOESN'T KNOW
WHERE TO PUT
THEM!

ke seour er 4 | B T )
LKING ABOUT HER 4 | ) —SQUAAAWKE
MINUTE AGO, WEREN'T | & I TO THEM?
WE, WiL? WO THENE o FAAAAKE!
=y

a_“J.
o w\k



)

PLEASE, MR.
LIN—IRMA'S
WAITING

I'M SORRY,
CORNELIA,
BUT HAY LIN
HAS TO HELP
ME CLEAN THE

HAY LIN SAYS /
YOU'RE SOME KIND 7

OF ORNITHOLOGIST. [/

15 THAT TRUE?

v/ I CAN'T SEE VERY
_ WELL THROUGH ALL
|| THIS RAIN. THE BIRD
A\ OUT THERE—
16 THAT A
CROW?

4

Justto say it
with a bit of flair... |/
Obey me now, :
powers of air! ,é ;

T
What a mess. \

I betit’s all left over
from the New Year’s /

E A
|y N Pai/"\\

"Yeah. Distract
my dad. Tll
take care of
\ﬂ-re rest.

HUH? WELL,
I'M NOT EXACTLY
AN EXPERT ON :
BIRDS, BUT T KNOW /
A THING OR




SEE UP THERE, LUNDER
THAT LEDGE? IT
LOOKS MORE LIKE

A WHAT?
HOW'S IT DIFFERENT
FROM A CROW?

WELL... THANK YOU. T DON'T

MENTION IT,
WNERSICR MO corneLia. it

YOU HAVE TO DO
1S OBSERVE
THE PLUMAGE
AND...

D\ vV-YES, BUT HOW...

N, HOW LONG DID
l\\\ IT TAKE You
T0...7

YOUR EXPLANATION MUST HAVE
TAKEN A LITTLE LONGER THAN WE
THOUGHT—BUT IT WAS
INTERESTING! SEE

YOU, MR. LIN!

/'-’
) S



THE WEATHER'S - )
50 GROSS! T WISH LET IT RAIN.
IRMA WAS HERE TO / NO NEED TO CRY!
| ) MY UMBRELLA WILL
KEEP US DRY!

NO OFFENSE, /50, WHAT? ARE You \|
CORNELIA, BUT TRMA'S [ NEW MEMBERS OF |
BETTER WITH RHYMES &l THE IRMA FAN CLUB

AND RAIN! 4 OR SOMETHING? o

Vi

PROBLEM

IT ONLY TOOK
A PHONE CALL TO FIND
A WAY TO AVOID ALL
THIS RAIN.

OH NO!
HI! HOP IN IF YOU CAN ' IT'S TARANEE'S
MANAGE TO FIND SOME BROTHER,
ROOM BETWEEN MY iy K PETER!




HAY LIN AND T ARE I MEAN... THANKS,

PRETTY SMALL, SO BUT T CAN'T! IP?EJL ?Tiﬁgl.fgtj
WE'LL GET IN THE BACK. / I HAVE TO...UM...RUN i
HOP IN FRONT, WHERE DO YoU

AN ERRAND! FOR MY N\ BP0 5

CORNELIA! MOTHER!

WALKING! T NEED TO
GO ON FOOT—TO
A RELATIVE'S HOUSE,
RIGHT NEAR HERE. T'LL
SEE YOU AT IRMA'S,

S0 I'LL SEE YOU
AROUIND, HUH?

SURE THING!

SEE YOU SOON—
AND SAY HI TO YOUR
FOLKS FOR ME.

I DIDN'T KNOW CORNELIA HAD
RELATIVES IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.
pIp you?

N

..is that when she’s around
YOUR BROTHER, she suddenly }
_ gefsvery NERVOUS.

M”’/
P~



“SAY HI TO

YOUR FOLKS!"
| I'M 80 STUPID!
CAN I JUST GET
INCINERATED BY
A BOLT OF
LIGHTNING ?
: |
if
B | |
| i
s
EVEN IF HE'S THAT'S WHERE N1t
FAR AWAY ELYON /5 T00... N
RIGHT NOW... SHE'S ALWAYS BEEN
SOMEWHERE A S0 MUCH M 2y
BEYOND THE VEIL. ISR g THAN JUST MY 1=
IN ANOTHER Bl = PRIEND. 2
WORLD— =St 12
MER/ICIAN.

(/?

@ﬁ ,‘ I8 R T \:i\ph
\ & h ! ekt r,,g:‘-!.. W

l o

sl

"SHE WAS THE ONE WHO INTRODUCED ME TO MY
TRUE LOVE THROUGH THIS PICTURE.

"AND THEN IT ALL BECAME REAL! CALEB
AND T FELL IN LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT, JUST
LIKE A BOOK OR A MOVIE.




—

HER ART IS
INCRED/IBLE.
COULD SHE HAVE
INVENTED CALEB?
OR MAYBE SHE SAW
HIM SOMEWHERE

A= o] L L

"NOT A MINUTE GOES BY THAT T DON'T THINK [,
ABOUT ELYON—AND ALL OF US TOGETHER..."

MAYBE DRAWING
WAS HER wAY OF
SEEING WHERE
SHE WAS BORN—
MERIPIAN.

_.q._
3

“..BETWEEN OUR TWO
WORLDS!"

»...AND, WITHOUT
"A WAY TO TRY TO CROSS REALIZING IT, A WAY OF

IMPASSABLE BARRIERS, LIKE
A BULOING 4 SORT of




WHAT ARE
YOU DRAWING,

YOU'RE NO LONGER
A SILLY EARTH GIRL.
YOU'RE THE RULER OF
MERIDIAN!

IT'S LIKE A
FAIRY TALE...
ONE WHERE I

DON'T KNOW

b THE ENDING. |

ONCE UPON A
TIME THERE WAS
A LITTLE QUEEN,

WHO REIGNED OVER
A SAD, DREARY
WORLD...

RAIN, CEDPR/IC!
IT REMINDS ME OF
AFTERNOONS
IN HEATHERFIELD.

FAIRY TALES
ARE USELESS

. “ INVENTIONS.

TOLD ME
LOTS, AND
I LOVED
DRAWING
THEM!




YOUR PARENTS?

YOU MEAN THOSE A

YOU MUST REALIZE HOW MUCH HARM
THEY CAUSED, THOSE TWO
UNWORTHY OFFICERS!

PRINCE
PHOBOS
SUFFERED
GREATLY BECAUSE OF
THEM! HIS PEOPLE LOST,
\_ " ALL HOPE, AND...

YOUu DON’T kKNOW
THEM! YOoU

R

SERUERMAERARARY

1911 22




THAT HURTS, ELYON! T'M
THE ONLY PERSON YoU
CAN TRUST!

REALLY?
FINE! THEN
TELL ME WHERE
MY HOME IS,
BECAUSE IT'S

A ./-

I USED TO HAVE A MOTHER AND
FATHER. I HAD FRIENDS AND..

YOU ALSO
DIDN'T HAVE
A KINGDOM
TO WATCH
OVER!

FEAR NOT.
I'M HERE FOR YOU.
NOTHING 1S STRONGER
THAN A BROTHER'S
BOND.

WOULD YOU LIKE
CEDRIC TO LEAVE THIS
ROOM FOREVER, MY
DEAR SISTER?

I'M JUST CONFUSED!
T'LL SPEAK WITH
HIM LATER.

THANK YOUR LUCKY
STARS, FOOL.
WAIT FOR ME IN
THE GARDEN.

PHOBOS? I'M THE L/IGHT OF

~ A\ WILL SOON BE YOURS! /

MER/PIAN, RIGHT?

THAT 1S WHAT AWAITS
YOU—THE T/TLE THAT




I SPOKE WITH MY PARENTS...
MY ADOPTIVE ONES, IN PRISON.
I WOLILD LIKE TO GRANT THEM
THEIR FREEDOM!

AH, A WISE DECISION!
BUT YOU'LL HAVE TO WAIT
A LITTLE WHILE LONGER.

SADLY, YOU
WILL BE ABLE

" OUR DYNASTIC POWERS ARE PASSED
DOWN TO THE WOMEN OF OUR

FAMILY, AND T WILL GLADLY TO ASSUME

_ RELINQUISH THE CROWN FULL

\ TO YOU. AUTHORITY
ONLY AFTER

THE OFF/C/AL
NY.

A CEREMONY? |
WHEN IS IT?

SOON, MY DEAR
SISTER!

YSHE'LL EXPLAIN EVERYTHING. SHE'S ALWAYS
BEEN SO GOOD AT THAT SORT OF THING."

GOOD! EVEN IF THEY

AREN'T MY REAL
PARENTS, I'M HAPPY! ARE YOU SAD, I'M NOT 547,
WE'LL SET EVERY- MOMMY? DON'T YOU /. ELYON! ACTUALLY,
THING RIGHT. LIKETHE CITY /<) YOUR DRAWING
EVERYTHING! 1 DREW? ‘ REMINDS ME OF A
i

Zaa




AND THIS GIRL WHO'S 3 /Burr MESSED UP ALL THE COLORS!

T CAN'T DRAW FACES

SHE'S UGLY, T KNOW, I
WANTED HER TO LIGHT UP
THE WHOLE SKY LIKE THE

THEN YOU CAN TRY
AGAIN! SEE THIS

.
|

1H;—F‘f—f’:a:h—-‘lm&auh@n .

s -

YOU'VE MADE AN
UNFORGIVABLE
MISTAKE, CEDRIC!



INSTILLED POUET
IN ELYON. HER FAITH
IS BEGINNING TO
WAIVER. THAT'S A

THINGS HAVE
CHANGED. THE SIGN
WAS CLEAR. YOU FELT
HER RAGE AS WELL,

DIDN'T YOU? 4

SHE'S MORE POWERFUL
THAN ANY OF Us!
EVEN ME!

o
ARE YOU TALKING

ABOUT THAT TREMOR?
BUT SHE ISN'T POWERFLUL

ENOUGH TO...
I SHOULD T IF THOSE TWO
LEarN TO | HER POWER IS SEENG HIER GAN HER OFFICERS HADN'T
KEEP MY LATENT RIGHT FULL POWERS BEFORE KIDNAPPED HER WHEN
NOW, BUT IT WILL THE TIME IS RIGHT. o SHE WAS A BABY, I
SHOW AS SHE I WOLULD HAVE ALREADY
MATURES ABSORBEDP HER

ENERGY BY NOW.




"AIDED BY NURSE GALGHEITA*, THOSE
TRAITORS TOOK MY SISTER TO EARTH."

NOW, TO
ABSORB HER
VITAL FORCE, T
NEED HER TO
OVERCOME HER
HESITANCE.

HOW WILL
¥YOU DO THAT,
MY LORD?

*"GALGHEITA" IS MS. RUDOLPH'S
NAME IN METAMONDIAN.

THE CORONATION
CEREMONY, CEDRIC!

THERE, ELYON
WILL WEAR THE
CROWN...FOR
THE FIRST AND 4
LAST TIME!

IN THE MEANTIME, THE
PRISONERS MUSTN'T
SPEAK WITH HER—

EVER AGAIN!

THEN, AN ACCIDENT
WILL BEFALL THEM IN
PRISON/ ELYON WON'T
ibh, SUSPECT A THING.

...WHERE YOU MAY DRINK
FROM THE LEGENDARY
BLACK SPRING!

EXCELLENT! IF YoU
DO A GOOD JOB, 1
WILL TAKE You
TO THE ABYSS OF

TOoC WILL LIVE IN
THE PALACE—AS A
MURMURER/



PHOBOS'S SINISTER PLOT
/S REFLECTED IN THE GRIM
SKIES OVER MERIDIAN...

[ BEl W AL LAl

EVEN THE HEATHERFIELD SkY

=
(RSN, (G Ll

] ﬁ\\" \ 1 Py

|

MOM! THE POT'S
WHISTLING!

T

HAVE A NICE
LITTLE

A CHORUS!

HEE-HEE-

HEE! A NICE
LITTLE

NOW I KNOW WHY

WE NEED CHRISTOPHER.

YOU NEED A S/DEKICK
TO LAUGH AT THOSE

I—7 you AND YOUR FATHER 12
: \ MAKE A TERRIBLE
AN ALUDIENCE.




£3
£2)-

YOU MADE ZUCCHINI?
BUT I TOLD YOU CORNELIA
DOESN'T LIKE ZUCCHINI!

KEEP MEAN COMMENTS TO
YOURSELF, CHRIS.
ESPECIALLY WHEN WE
HAVE COMFPANY.

WHAT DO You
KNOW, SQUIRT?
SO WE'VE HAD A

FEW ARGLUMENTS!
S0 WHAT?

/gPEAKrNG- OF COMPANY, TAKE

THESE APPETIZERS TO THE o GOOD! LITTLE v
DINING ROOM. OUR GUESTS MR. BUTTINSKY /S
MUST BE HUNGRY. [\ ouT OF MY HAIR. f aY

THE GIRLS SHOULD LOOK WHO'S HERE.

BE HERE ANY MINUTE. \ WHAT'S WITH THE
I HAVE TO WARN THEM HEY!
ABOUT THE NASTY WAIT FOR ME!

i f
i
7

,'|||

: -] i
=l H
! i :H .'I IIl I| |r' 17 Iu'l’ /| "
, ﬁ (7'[ L ll‘ﬁ""! f
|
2f LIZZL = al |
DON'T TALK OOOH! SOMETHING TELLS ME

WE'D BETTER AVOID ANY TOPIC
TO ME ABOUT RELATED TO MATT!




THE PET "MOM SAID WE HAD SOMETHING /MPORTANT

SHOP WAS : . TO TALK ABOUT—WITH MR, COLLINS!"
A TOTAL : R\
DISASTER, BUT e
THAT'S NOTHING
COMPARED TO \
WHAT HAPPENED N
AT MY = 3
HOUSE... )
=
b (/
a
"
THANK =y WHY? DIDN'T
GOODNESS FOR YOU SAY MR. COLLINS
IRMA'S DINNER WAS ALMOST STARTING
| \\ . INVITATION. TO BE NICE? J
\ b ¥
% X
) N
THERE'S 1] A
A HUGE . Iy %
DIFFERENCE
\ BETWEEN A
NICE GUY
AND A (
pAD!

{3 )

OH, COME ON! YOU THINK
THEY WANTED TO TELL YOU
THEY'RE ENGAGED? ISN'T

THAT A LITTLE SUDPEN?

SORRY TO INTERRUPT,
BUT WE'VE GOT A LITTLE
PROBLEM HERE.




IRMA'S NOT THE ONLY
(E WORRIED...

A PRY TUNNEL
THROUGH THE RAIN.
THIS HAS GOT 70 BE

_ ;

I DON'T M‘VOW
WHY, BUT I HAVE A
FEELING SHE WANTS

W | akw;mm'llllw

—

PSSST! Hurry
up! Move if; before
someone sees...

4 HI, CORNELIA.
YOU'RE SOAKING WET.
WHY DIDN'T YOU USE YOUR

I DIDN'T THINK

UMBRELLA? I NEEDED ONE




IS EVERYTHING

OKAY, TRMA? AH, YOU'RE SOAKED CORNELIA, couLD You

COME IN HERE FOR
‘;%?Swg gggﬁy A MINUTE? SOME PEQPLE

WOLULD LIKE TO
MEET YOU.

her

problem?

4 Y,

f~ —

SWEETIE! COME fore
BIGHT IN? wondered the same

thing my whole life!

HERE WE ARE! OBVIOUSLY, T o
DON'T NEED TO INTRODUCE |
"\ YoU TO YOUR FRIENDS. NEXT |
A\ TO THEM ARE DETECTIVES /=

b MEDINA AND 5
McTIENNAN.

THEY WORK &
FOR INTERPOL. \|
AND THEY'RE
NOT HERE ON
VACATION,
RIGHT?




ACTUALLY, MR. LAIR AS IT HAPPENS, WE'RE
TOLD US ABOUT YOUR INVESTIGATING THE

LITTLE GET-TOGETHER DISAPPEARANCE
THIS EVENING... OF A FRIEND OF

IRMA! WHAT'S
GOTTEN INTO...7

...AND WAS
KIND ENOUGH
TO INVITE LS
TO DINNER.

YES,
VERY. COULD
YOU REPEAT

YES. WE STARTED OUR
INVESTIGATION IN AUBRY, WHERE IT SEEMS YOU
HER PAR%LEI‘DCAR was TWO WERE VERY

PICTURES...
THEY MUST
HAVE SEARCHED
ELYON'S

/__._
"'D\.) :
N

e

MS....
CALL ME MARIA.
THIS 1S JOEL. Rﬁﬁ?g ?"u
OUR FRIENDS CALL PREFER NOT
US "BIG GLY AND TO TALK ABOUT

SMALL FRY." THIS RIGHT

NOW.




NO NEED TO BE
DEFENSIVE. WE DON'T
WANT TO QUESTION YOU.

I'M GONNA FETCH CORNELIA
SOME DRY CLOTHES. /_ v

UM...COULD YOU )&\
HELP ME GET /& \\
THIS JAR [ \

HEAR THAT? SHE'S PROBABLY
CATCHING A COLD. GO AHEAD
AND START WITHOUT US.

BYE-BYE!

—

S0, MR. LAIR SAYS
YOU'RE AN EXPERT IN
PEDAGOGY, RIGHUT?

I DEAL WITH...

NOT EXACTLY, WILL. EVERYTHING

T WORK IN CRIMINAL

OH, OKAY!
: WHAT ABOUT

YOU, MR.
McTIENNAN?




OPE T o
SORRYSORRYSORRY! / | R ol
DAD BROUGHT THEM f THE PORTAL IN <
HERE WITHOUT ELYON'S HOUSE L
TELLING ME! YET.
J :
a -
T N,
@
Ty //;
\b Whereﬁar; you That’s Detective LOOK! THESE ARE Ps%scﬂgfosaéf
e 9"'"9',,.#/4.\ Medina’s! You wanna _{ ELYON'S DRAWINGS! SHE MUST WANT
B - N get busted? SHE MADE THESE TO STUDY THEM.
There’s a file sticking e, e
out of her purse...

Tjust want
to find out hew much
they KNOW. I’ll put
everything back as
soon as I'm done.

LOOK AT THIS
CITY! DOES IT
SEEM FAMILIAR
AT ALL?

TALKING
TURTLES!
IT'S MER/IDIAN!

S0 IT'Ss TRUE!
ELYON SAW METAMOOR
THROUGH HER
DRAWINGS.

YOU MEAN
SHE ALWAYS KNEW SHE
WASN'T FROM EARTH?




NO. T THINK SHE DREW
THESE WITHOUT
REALIZING.

e Y

BUT MERIDIAN'S SAD
AND GLOOMY. THIS PLACE,
ON THE OTHER HAND, 1S
BRIGHT AND CHEERY.

/MAYBE THIS IS WHAT IT USED 1\, /|
TO BE LIKE. MAYBE THIS IS THE =
MERIDIAN FROM THE PAST. . '

il

OR MAYBE EVEN
THE MERIDIAN OF
THE FUTURE!

&)

SEE THIS GIRL FLYING
AROUND? HER FACE LOOKS
LIKE IT WAS SMUDGED BY
= A DROP OF
WATER.

...I CAN RECONSTRUCT
THESE FACIAL FEATURES AND
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ALARM CLOCK! WHAT
ARE YOU TALKING
ABOUT?

The next morning, Will
wakes up with a start!
She’d been dreaming
about Irma, Cornelia,

Elyon, and... =

Your DREAMS, Will!
Must be all that rich
food you ate last night!

o

T DON'T KNOW

OH, SO YOU'RE HOW YOU'D MANAGE
A SPY7? WANT TOFIND IT IN
ME TO PUT YOUR . THIS MESS!
BATTERIES h
INTO YOUR

FROG-SHAPED
COMPETITOR?

y2¥

T IS
LI

—

a
' LONG HAVE YOU
‘ BEEN THERE?

%
M-MOM! H-HOW

r€

ul\ .
]

LONG ENOUGH o)
TO KNOW THAT
YOU'RE S0 TIRED,
YOU'RE TALKING TO
YOLRSELF. COME




"

CAN

70 BE MORE
CAREFUL. IF MOM
FOUND OLT I

APPLIANCES. ..

wiLL!
I DON'T
ASK MUCH

HAVE

TALK TO

LH-OH!
BETTER AVOID

HER TOPAY. SHE'S
GONNA LOSE IT!

...BUT YOU €OULD DO JusT
ONE THING. ONE! 15 THAT

YOUR ROOM. YOU NEED TO CLEAN
IT, AND YOU NEED TO DO IT
TODAY.

NOW! AS IN FIVE
MINUTES! AS LONG AS
IT GETS DONE!
GoTIT?

LIKE, THIS MORNING?
RIGHT NOW? RIGHT AWAY?
RIGHT THIS SECOND?

I'M SORRY, HONEY. IT'S
JUST THAT THE HOUSE 1S
A WRECK, AND I...




Um...can | do anything
to help?

Fine! Then | won’t
tell you that your
cell phone

WOULD YOU MIND
| YOUR OWN BUSINESS
AND JUST TELL ME .

WHO CALLED? fp

PHONE, PHONE...
WHERE DID T
PUT You?

"ALL RIGHT, ALREADY! TELL
ME WHO CALLED, PLEASE!"

| didn’t hear ZL
the magic word!
Did you hear it,

Alarm Clock?

YEAH, T CALLED.
I CAN'T GET IN

1R, TOUCH WITH
3 \, THE OTHER

here! You
should listen
to your

@xd in a while!

is talking
to Irma, and
Taranee is
talking to
Nigel.

How do you
know that?

THAT WAS
MY NOSY, EAVES-

keeping in
touch and spread-
ing the news!




I DON'T KNOW!
I MUST HAVE MADE
THEM SUSPICIOUS LAST

BUT TODAY WE
HAVE TO GO TO ELYON'S
HOUSE AND CLOSE THE

WILL, THE INTERPOL
AGENTS WE MET HAVE ME

STAKED odT!
NIGHT! THEY FOLLOW PORTAL IN THE
'._ What? ME WHEN I ) BASEMENT.
Do they think you had \ GO OUTSIvE!

something to do with
Elyon’s disapperance?

| totally
forgot
about

LY So what?
7 vouwve got
nothing to
hide, right?

OKAY, T'LL HEAD
OVER SOON TO HELP
OuT, BUT I HAVE TO

STOP AT THE PET
SHOP FIRST...

WILL, THERE'S
SOMETHING I HAVE
TO TELL

!
y ||, you

"...AND DO ONE LITTLE THING..."

THERE WE GO! ALL
SET. MY ROOM’'S
CLEAN. NOW MOM

WILL HAVE NOTHING

ELSE TO 547




ACTUALLY, T SHOULD'VE

TOLD YOU LAST NIGHT. PEAN WAS PLEASE, WILL...
HELPING ME
BUT YOU WERE AT TWAKE AN
IMPORTANT

DECISION.

MOVES ON HER.
THAT CREEF.

BUT...BUT... N_
I THINK SHE'S
CRYING...I'D
BETTER NOT
PUSH IT.

I'LL OPEN UP. BUT I'M TELLING
YOU RIGHT NOW, I DON'T WANT
) > TO SEE ANY TEARS, AND...




7 7
: Z
A BAD TIME, bad place, and bad wiLL?
GUARDIAN? . entrance, you

big ape!

—

WELL, YOU'?
BETTER PREFPARE TO
LISTEN, BECAUSE

I'M COMING
IN...

THAT |s—NO!
UM...T MEAN,
I STILL HAVE
TO PUT A FEW
THINGS



=

£3

FINE! SO WE'VE
STOOPED TO

SPITEFLIL

TRICKS!

aer

I'M LEAVING.
WE'LL TALK WHEN

I COME
- [ WITH A PLEA
HER FACE WAS FOR HELP,
BLUER THAN GUARDIAN...
YOURS! WHAT ARE
YOU DOING HERE?
SHOULDN'T You
BE IN
MERIDIAN?




"SHE CAME TO US AT NIGHT, RISKING HER OWN LIFE AND
BRAVING THE UNDERGROUND WORLD OF THE INFINITE CITY."

I'M HERE TO BEG YOU, '\
VATHEK. PLEASE. I NEED

TKNOWI'VE | yOuR BROTHER'S
DISOWNED THEM, DOING— HE
BUTIVEALSO | CONFINES THOSE

¥ N ONE CaN BREAK
INTO THE PRISON, NOT

THEY'RE SUFFERING!
I CAN SENSE IT! THEY'LL NEVER

EASY TO SEE THAT
IF YOU'VE COME ALL
THE WAY HERE, ELLIDING
PHOB0S'S CONTROL, YOU

PON'T TRUST HIM
EITHER.

PERHAPS
THE MOMENT HAS
COME TO BELIEVE IN

SOMEONE ELSE, LIGHT
OF MERIDIAN!
.




T ONLY REMEMBER HOW TO GET )

TO YOUR PLACE. CEDRIC KEPT

AN EYE ON YOU THERE
A LOT. c/
e S 8

W e o
YOU MANAGED TO HIDE
WHEN YOU WORKED

"THUS, ELYON CHOSE YOU,
THE GUARDIANS OF THE VEIL.
HER FORMER FRIENDS!"

I'VE ALWAYS FOLIND
IT DIFFICULT TO GET MY

BEARINGS IN YOUR
CONFUSING CITY...

OKAY, LET'S JUsT sAY
THAT'S ALL TRUE. WHY
COME TO ME,

VATHEK?

HEATHERFIELD
ISN'T MY CITY. AND
LIKE YOURS, IT'S
PRETTY EASY TO GET

AROLIND IN.

HE WAS A MASTER OF
DECEPTION! HE DIDN'T
NEED SUCH RIDICULOUS
MASQUERADES!

y 7] HEY! THESE
N Ly CLOTHES WERE &
! ALL T COULD FIND!
\ JUST DEAL WITH
IT, OKAY? /

e

PEOPLE ARE STARING

-]

THAT'S BECAUSE DO YOU PLAN
AT ME! WHEN T GOT HERE / |T WAS RAINING! | | I'VE GOT IT—MATT'S TO DISGUISE ME
EARLIER, NO ONE WAS (" WE HAVE TO GET T0| | GRANDFATHER'S VAN. AS A BIRD OR
: ! CORNELIA WITHOUT | | WE'LL KILL TWO BIRDS
SEEMING SUSPI-_ WITH ONE STONE!




"VERY FLNNY, VATHEK.

TO THE PET SHOP

THE MIGHTY
SPELLS! AN...AN
OLD MAN?

| 7m1s 15 A MESS! I HAVE TO FInD
A WAY TO HELP CORNELIA, THEN
GET THE OTHER G/RLS,
AND...

YOU INTEND TO
WE JUST NEED TO GET |rpavel IN THIS CON-

TRAPTION? I PO WE HAVE? STEP fame

WHAT OTHER CHOICE

A—

IT's A COPY
OF MATT'S
GRANDFATHER!
HE CAN

I HOFE S0.
WHENEVER I

PROF, I ALWAYS ;
GOOF SOMETHING UP.}

UM...WAIT FOR
ME IN THE VAN. T'LL
FEED THE ANIMALS

AND CO;HCE RIGHT




5-S0RRY! T DIDN'T THINK I'D SEE
YOU HERE. DIDN'T YOU HAVE BAND,
PRACTICE?

DRUMMER
ISN'T FEELING
WELL, 50T [/
THOUGHT I'D Aé——
FEED THE

BUT...I WAS SUPPOSED

TO DO THAT.

WELL, YEAH.
I MEAN, T KNEW
THAT...THAT'S
WHY I STOPPED

BY.

I WAS WONDERING...ARE
YOU FREE TONIGHT?

HUH? ARE
YOU KIDDING?
OF COURSE
I'M...

NO,
YEAH, MAYBE,
IT DEPENDS...!
YOU'RE ALWAYS
S0 MYSTERIOUS
AND...HUH?

1T DEPENDS!

..NOT! T MEAN...MAYBE.

GOOD GRIEF! I HAVE
ANOTHER WORLD 70 GO
70 FIRST...

THAT'S MY GRANDFATHER!
HE SAID HE WOLILDN'T BE
HERE LUNTIL LATER.

UM...WE...

WE CAME
HERE
TOGETHER!

I

ik

v

ACTUALLY,
WE HAVE AN
EREAND TO RLIN.
YEAH. WE HAVE TO...
UM...TAKE...THE DOG
BACK HOME...




A MILLION EXCUSES

LATER, IN FRONT OF I'M STARTING TO THINK

CORNELIA'S APARTMENT. .. | YOU'RE MISTAKEN, MEDINA.

W THE ONLY THING
I'M SURE ABOUT

CORNELIA'S HIDING

SOMETHING, IS THAT WE DON'T
McTIENNAN. Py
I'M SURE OF IT!

DO YOU THINK YOU 1
COULD TELL ME WHAT
THAT PEDAL ON THE

THIS STAKEOUT IS
LUSELESS AND...

LEFT IS FOR?

THAT'S THE AH-HA! T THOUGHT S0,
CLUTCH, SIR. AND I BET YOU PUSH THAT
ONE BEFORE CHANGING

GEARS!

No quesfians,‘
Just GET IN!
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WELL,
THANKS AGAIN!
T'LL TAKE YOUR

SUGGESTIONS
TO HEART!

DO YOU THINK HE WAS
TRYING TO DISTRACT US?
OR DOES HE REALLY NOT

KNOW HOW TO DRIVE
MANUAL?

1)

I'D SAY HE'S

CLUELESS. HE'S DRIVING
AWAY IN REVERSE!

¢

|

N

/ ¥ ’
// — -
“!
I'D sAY IT's
THE FIRST
POSSIBILITY!
LOOK! THE BACK
OF THE VAN!
WAIT! HOLD IT!
CORNELIA'S \_ o
INS/IDE! 4
- Y
_\““:;_-—/




WHAT ARE
You WAITING FOR?
b FOLLOW THEM!

I'M TRYING!
I'M TRYING!

NOTHING! THE DARN CAR McTIENNAN! WE NEED TO
WON'T START! PULL THAT FOLLOW THAT VAN! THERE'S
LEVER. T'LL CHECK SOMETHING ODP ABOUT IT.

UNDER THE HOOD.

APART FROM
THE OLD GUY AT THE
WHEEL AND CORNELIA?

T COULD HAVE SWORN
I SAW SOME SORT OF...
G/ANT IN THE
BACK WITH HER.

WHAT THE...7 T'VE
HEARD OF AXLE-
TREES, BUT THIS

THERE WAS A LITTLE
PLANT SPROUTING
FROM THE ASPHALT 4
UNDER THE «ff
CAR. T JUST
BN\ HELPED IT

You piv
WHAAAT?




YOUR TURN, WILL. YOU STILL : - CAN T TELL YOU
HAVEN'T EXPLAINED WHY VATHEK : LATER? I JUST
AND MATT'S GRANDFPA ’ L . CONTACTED
ARE HERE. ; Al EVERYONE

"...AND THE GROUP
MEETING AT ELYON'S
HOUSE IS STILL ON.*

-

7/ NO! GOING TO
MERIDIAN SOLNDS
LIKE A HORRIBLE

IDEA TO ME. /g

IRMA'S RIGHT! THIS
COLLD BE A TRAP! _

o/

P

I DON'T TRUST
VATHEK. WHAT IF HE'S
SERVING CEDRIC
AGAIN?

WHY HASN'T HE TOLD
Us WHICH PORTAL HE
TRAVELED THROUGH?

I THINK WE'RE
DRESSED FOR THE

OCCASION...
AND THE PORTAL'S/ |\

HE DOESN'T
KNOW HIS WaY
AROUND THE CITY!
EVEN IF HE KNEW,
HE MIGHT HAVE A
HARD TIME
TELLING US
WHERE,
BECAUSE...

WE'LL FIND OUT IF HE'S \
TELLING THE TRUTH.
LET'S GO! ;




"MERIPIAN, HERE WE
COME!"

TODAY, THOUGH, THE
ONES WHO FEEL FEAR

ARE THE GUARDS OF THE
DISMAL PLACE. ..

THE WRETCHED ==
WHAT'S GOING THE
%ag s, ON? WHY ARE THE THUNDER, SIR!
DEMANDING SCUTTLERS 50 THOSE STRANGE
e ' NERVOLIS? EXPLOSIONS!

THEY SEEM TO BE

INSTILLING FEAR. | |

s . ’ :._ =

*...FROM ™ [/ T CAD GO EDDPY FURDER
uncergroung!® [\ PAN DIS, GLARDIADS. :

=SNIFF- I MADE

Y WITH THOSE
SNEEZES, YOU'D
PROBABLY END
UP ALERTING
FPHOBOS'S
ENTIRE ARMY,
VATHEK!

THIS PLACE IS PROB-
ABLY CRAWLING WITH
BUGS! WE COULD BE
HERE FOR DAYS!

ACCORDING TO
YOUR DRAWING,
THERE'S A REAL
MAZE OF
TUNNELS
DOWN HERE.




AND REMEMBER,
EARTH...

LOOK! RIGHT NOW,
WE'RE SEVEN FLOORS
UNDERGROUNG, N THE
SAME AREA AS
THE CELLS!

GREAT JOB,
N\ CORNELIA. NOW

\ ALL WE HAVE TO
DO IS FLY UP
THERE...

"...AND FIND ELYON'S PARENTS!"

YES, DEAR.
HE'S TALKING
TO THE
GUARD!

WELL? IS THAT
SNAKE STILL
THERE?




MAYBE. HE'S
POINTING RIGHT AT
us!

I'M SCARED! CEDPRIC'S
DANGEROUS! PID HE COME
HERE FOR US? _

I...1 BEG
YOUR
PARDON,
SIR?

HUH? YES, SIR.
BUT I'D ADVISE AGAINST r
TOUCHING IT. THE MONSTER |
HASN'T EATEN YET.

THOMAS —

POOR CREATURE/ THE DOOR! YES. STAY
SEE TO IT THAT ggﬁﬁg“;g CLOSE TO ME, i
HE GETS A MEAL ENING IT. ELEANOR.

RIGHT AWAY/

I dont understand!
Cedric’s disappeared
with the quard,




May THE
LIGHT PROTECT

Us! THEY'VE LET A
| =

I MEAN?
I TOLD You
THIS PLACE
WAS FULL
OF BUGS!

GOOD JOB, HAY LIN! GIVE
HIM A BLAST OF AIR!
MAYBE HE'LL CATCH




PRRELL/ |
1 THIS MUST BE ONE TOUGH
N MONSTER! THE HEART OF
\ KANDRAKAR 15 GOING
TO HELP Us!

e
ELEANOR, N/ \

IT'S THEM! S—=
THE
GUARPIANS :
OF THE
VEIL!
EEEEEW,
GROSS! NOW IT'S

REALLY GIVING ME THE
CREEPS!

; : 4 I DON'T KNOW HOW,
IT DID A LOT MORE ) | _ BUT IT OPENED ALL
THAN THAT, WiLL. £ | A THE CELLS!



SHORTLY AFTERWARD,
A COMMOTION RUNS HURRY UP, HALGART!
THROLIGH THE STREETS | CALL THE OTHERS. CALL

e EVERYONE! LT GeT THE LITTLE ONES INSIDE!
25 FIIT ' ; _ IT'S AN UPRISING!

| ELYON SEES SOMETHING SHE
NEVER WOLILD' VE EXPECTED...

I'M GLAD I LEFT
THE FALACE.
SOMETHING
STRANGE /S
HAPPENING!

.. THE SOLDIERS, TRYING TO
QUELL THE CROWDS...

. . AND HER FORMER FRIENDS,
TRIUMPHANTLY CAREIED ON
THE PRISONERS' SHOULPERS.

! !
THIS AREA IS OFF-LiMiTs! | | OH: T BELIEVE YOU, DOG!
STAY BACK, LOWLIFE! :
AND IN THE MIDOLE OF THIS ' LEAVE, T'LL
LNSPEAKABLE CONFUSION... 1 | LOCK You uP

- \ WHERE YOU
BELONG—

THEM! BUT SHE
LOOKS LIKE SHE'S MY BROTHER'S
IN FAIN. WHAT 2IP DOWN THERE!
THEY DO TO HER PLEASE E;ELIEVE
ME!

IN THERE?




THAT NASTY

PLACE IS A

HORR/BLE...
M/STAKE!

'/ UNTIL IN A FLASH, SHE
REMEMBERS THOSE WORDS...

="

YOU CAN B 3
ERASE ANY
MISTAKE!

ELYON'S MIND /S CLOUDED WITH
SHOCK, DESPERATION, OUTRAGE...

A GESTURE SHE NOW REPEATS MECHANICALLY,

WITHOUT THINKING...




I . 7 7

IN A SINGLE, FLEETING MOMENT, |
MERIPIAN'S PRISON DISAPPEARS, |
BY ELYON'S WILL... | &

FOR THE WOMAN WHO, DEEP IN HER
HEART, SHE CONSIPERS HER MOTHER...

| For THE clTizENnS sHE'S
BEGUN TO CONS/IDER HER
OWN PEOPLE...




ONE INSTANT...

?wg

= W/

ONE GLANCE...

SOMETIMES,
/T TAKES
VERY LITTLE
7O CHANGE
ONE'S
DESTINY...

IT'S HER! ELYON!
THE LIGHT OF :
MERIDIAN! G0

T
i

[ oo ven)

DIP YOU SEE THAT?
IT'S HER! SHE
PESTROYED THE

LONG LIVE
THE LIGHT OF
MER/IDIAN!

COME FOR US!

FOR Us!




SHE'S TOO FAR AWAY,
CORNELIA! MOVE!
IT'LL BE EASIER TO
DISAPPEAR IN /
THIS CROWD.

k=
i

Vs

T'M COMING,
THOMAS! D-DID YOU,
»_HEAR HER?

/]

THE REBELS WILL
TAKE US TO SAFETY,
N\ ELEANOR. LET'S GO!

Did you hear >
what she called )
me? =




EPILOGUE 1: MER/PIAN, INS/PE
PHOBOS'S CASTLE...

¥

I FAILED, MY LORD/
I DID NOT SUCCEED
IN ELIMINATING THE
TWO TRAITORS.

\

I KNOW, CEDRIC.
I KNOW ALL

ABOUT IT.

I BEG YOU. TELL ME HOW
ELYON MADE THE PRISON
DISAPPEAR/

THAT IS WHY IT'S
TIME TO OFFICIALLY
ANNOUNCE HER

CORONATION!

[N

EPILOGUE 2: HEATHERFIELD,
IN ELYON'S BASEMENT. ..

MERIDIAN'S
DEFINITELY CHANGING.

SO I WASN'T WRONG
ABOUT ELYON! SHE
NEEDS TO UNDER-

STAND WHAT'S GOING
ON. SHE

NEEDS Us!

WHAT ARE YOU DOING,
CORNELIA?

MAKING A WALL
TO HIPE THE PORTAL.
WE MIGHT NEED TO

<

USE IT AGAIN.

" SHHHH!
WITHOUT Someone's
THE MAP OF coming.
THE PORTALS, We'd better
THIS IS THE CHANGE
om‘:;r ONE WE BACK,
KNOW ABOUT, ;
piilang uIr:k.

!




THIS WAY, THAT'S STRANGE.

McTIENNAN! .
T SAW A LIGHT THE POWER'S OUT.

TR COMING FROM THE
% BASEMENT.

Q
& LATER, IN FRONT OF '
HI! WHAT BRINGS You il
FOLKS HERE? HOUSE. ..
ARE YOU
NO ONE COULD
FIND YOU GIRLS. WE THANKS FOR KIDPING?
FIGURED YOU'D BE GOING WITH ME, MORE
HERE. WILL. REALLY, IMPORTANTLY,
THANKS FOR WE SHOOK
WE COULD ASK You EVERYTHING. OFF THOSE
THE SAME THING. AGENTS!

THINK THEY
BOUGHT OUR
STORY ABOUT
HAVING A
MEMOR/IAL
FOR ELYON
AT HER
HOUSE?

"MS. MEDINA REALLY SHOWED LIS

YEAH, YOU'RE RIGHT!

HOW TOUGH SHE WAS..."
THAT'S ONE GIANT DOG!
LET'S JUST GO! WE HAVE i
NO REASON 0 KEEP THE GIRLS > -
ANY LONGER!

I'M TELLING YOU, THERE WAS A
GIANT IN THE BACK OF THIS VAN!
AR.EA.*.




HELLO THERE.
OI? YOU FOLLOW ME ALL
way AER?? _

YEAH, AND WE HAD TO RENT

HOW TO CHANGE GEARS NOW!

I'MALLERGIC TO
WISE GUYS...AND

ACARTODOT.
Vwr WAS VERY KIND OF YOU, MAYBE VATHEK WAS ALLERGIC
BUT THERE WAS NO NEED. I KNOW

.'

oHTHS )
MUST BE HIS! T FOUND /-
IT IN THE VAN! '

TAKING THE POG
WAS A GREAT
IDEA!

I NEEDED AN EXCUSE
TO EXPLAIN THE
ASTRAL DROP TO MATT!

A TOKEN! WHY D0 YOU THINK
IT'S HIS, HAY LIN?

"WHEN WE GOT BACK TO THE SHOF, WE FOLIND
MATT'S REAL GRANDFATHER, TAKING A NAP..."




... WHICH GAVE
HIM A SENSE OF
EVERYTHING THAT|
HAD HAPPENED. Py

=
'\'\j\ _ \
/

INSTINCTIVELY,
THE ASTRAL DROP
RETURNED TO HIs
TWIN'S BODY...

ODP DREAM. ..
YOU WERE THERE! 50
WAS A BIG, BLLE GIANT
\DRES‘.EED AS A WOMAN.

IS THAT WHEN !
ey |WWTA$%$4M$0L THE
ores LODELYDAY, THE
COOLEST PLACE IN -
R THE WHOLE
' o CITY!

WILL, DID YOU NOTICE THAT
FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE WE
MET, WE'RE GETTING ALONG
PERFECTLY?

/ WE'RE REALLY
NOT ALL THAT
DIFFERENT. THIS
CITY ISN'T

¢

KNOW WHAT I THINK?
FROM NOW ON, THINGS
ARE GONNA JUST
KEEP GETTING
BETTER!

SIMULTECH, IN AN COMPA
INPUSTRIAL ZONE ELI:';,T AFFOI;l;
IN HEATHERFIELD'S T YOLI'RE
OUTSKIRTS. .. 0 LOSE A GREAT
WORKER LIKE A
I'M JusT
ASKING FOR
TRANS-

' PeR!




WILL HATES
HEATHERFIELD.
WE'RE DRIFTING
APART... AND I
DON'T WANT TO
LOSE HER.

you? Yol
MENTIONED A
TEACHER...

=28

DEAN HAS TO LUNPERSTAND.
MY LITTLE GIRL IS MY
WHOLE FAMILY.

IF APPROVED, YOU'LL HAVE
A NEW POSITION IN
ANOTHER
ciTY BY

LEVIN, WILL

CAN FINISH UP
HER SCHOOL
YEAR BEFORE

IF THAT'S HOW YOU FEEL,
T'LL TALK IT OVER WITH
THE BOARD.

NOW, ALL T HAVE
TO DO IS FIND A WaAY
TO TELL HER.

w

%

Ombh

"YESSS! FROM NOW,
ON, THINGS ARE
GOING TO GET A
LOT BETTER..."

‘I’\ Q

A
Y

4

J N s
/ ; \ X

END OF CHAPTER 10 J "‘
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My search for her was long,
and tomorrow her power
will be mine at last!



[~ MO (
(O ©

ALTHOUGH HIS EYES
HAVE OBSERVED
BILLIONS OF LIVES,
NOTHING UPSETS HIM...

LINE OF CONCERN.

FURROWS WITH A

YET TODAY, THE
UNEXPECTED HAS
OCCURRED. HIS BROW

...A TASK THAT THE
ORACLE HAS NEVER

y|| FAILED TO FULFILL. | | ¢

' LONG AGO, THIS PLACE WAS P
|  CREATED TO WATCH OVER  |\4

v

OTHER WORLDS
AND DIMENSIONS...




IT CANNOT BE BECAUSE
OF THE GUARDIANS. THEY
MAY BE SOMEWHAT WILD,
BUT THEY ARE CARRYING
OUT THEIR TASK WELL.

)\ I6 SOMETHING WRONG,
I

._ p ORACLE? ’

THE VE/L, TIBOR.
IT IS EVEN MORE
FRAGILE THAN

BEFORE...AND I DO
2 NOT UNDERSTAND

VERY FEW PORTALS REMAIN
y OPEN IN THE BARRIER AROLIND

\ ~ MeTamoor. Tve TRUE AN N
\ PROBLEM SEEMS TO Y ¥ hAld
we wrwn. A1\ -‘-
. <] Ex ; f MERIDIAN 15 IN DISARRAY! ) /

THE DELICATE BALANCE
THAT HAS LASTED FOR
SO LONG IS ABOUT TO
BE BROKEN!

I JUST SENSEDR THE ARRIVAL OF
A POWER EVEN GREATER THAN

= THAT OF PHOEBOS...
LA ELYON'’S.
i~

THE GIRL'S
ABOUT TO
REACH A
DECISION!

AND THAT IS
EXACTLY WHAT
FRIGHTENS ME.




HAVE YOU MADE 2
UP YOUR MIND, -
YOUR I...I'M NOT
HIGHNESS? SURE. YOUR
: GOWNS ARE SO
BEAUTIFUL! WAY
TOO BEAUTIFLIL!

7 A SPECIAL DAY
CALLS FOR A
SPECIAL GOWN...

...IF I DID,

I WOULD'VE
ASKED FOR IT.
WHERE'S

/" TLL THINK ABOUT IT
AND GET BACK TO Yo
\  TOMORROW, MASTER

«.AND YOUR CORONATION
WILL DEFINITELY BE
AN UNFORGETTABLE DAY
FOR THE ENTIRE

IF YOU WANT
MY OPINION...

I NOTICED
THAT IN PUBLIC,
A COURTESY

YOU CALL ME “YOUR | R\ , W53
- ‘ ; ng; ngNOgFA
. 2N f “' RANK!
\) [ x [ .If ﬂ ..
¥ \ ' /)r .

PRINCE PHOBOS |5

MEETING WITH HIS

. MURMURERS.
>

FINE. FROM NOW ON, I'D LIKE
YOU TO SHOW THE SAME

COURTESY IN PRIVATE
AS WELL.

OF COLIRSE. AS
YOU WISH, YOUR
HIGHNESS!




RECENT EVENTS
MUST HAVE TRIGGERED
SOMETHING IN THAT

| THAT BRAT! SHE DION'T

TREAT ME THIS WAY A /)
FEW WEEKS AGO! ;’:) NS
) [ —

I'D BETTER INFORM -~/ MY RESPECTS, ENLIGHTENED COURT
THE PRINCE OF MURMURERS, VOICE AND EYES
IMMEDIATELY. OF THE PRINCE OF PRINCES! /.

I ASK YOUR LEAVE
TO CONSULT WITH

...Join me without f
fear...in the ABYSS OF ‘




MEANWHILE, A
SPECIAL MEETING
OCCURS AT MS,

RUDOLPH'S HOLISE., 7 NO COOKIES
THIS TIME?

NO, &IRLS. THIS IS AN HOW DpIp You NO, CORNELIA.
EMERGENCY MEETING. I'VE FIND OUT? DID You I CAME INTO MENTAL
JUST RECEIVED ALARMING GO TO METAMOOR? CONTACT WITH SOME

NEWS FROM MERIDIAN. ACQUAINTANCES WHO

STILL LIVE THERE. A
FEW DAYS AGO, ELYON'S
CORONATION WAS
ANNOUNCED.

o
Is eating \1

allyou ever 1

think about? ,/

REALLY, Ms.
RUDOLPH?

WOW! OUR FRIEND'S
ABOUT TO MAKE IT BIG!

__ I'VE NEVER KNOWN 728
) A PRINCESS

fa }

7

\{ ...BUT I DON'T
LIKE WHAT I
HEARD AT ALL!




THE CITY |15 ABUZZ! BOTH THE |
REBEL GROUPS AND THE CITIZENS

OF MERIDIAN EXPECT A GREAT
DEAL FROM ELYON...

HAPPENS TO

BROTHER.

BUT YOU'RE
WORRIED THAT

PHOBOS IS PLOTTING
SOMETHING, RIGHT?

PRECISELY, WILL! THE PRINCE 1S A

CREATURE. HE WOLILD NEVER
. RELINQUISH THE THRONE

THE BEST OF Us.
I'D NEVER GIVE
UP THE FRONT

CAR SEAT FOR MY

CRUEL, POWER-HLUNGRY

TO KIS SISTER!

MY GQUESTION
EXACTLY! ELYON
NEEDS TO OPEN
HER EYES...BUT
I DON'T KNOW IF
SHE'LL SEE THE

THAT POOR GIRL IS
ALL ALONE, UNDER THE
INFLUENCE OF PHOEOS
AND CEDRIC...

NOT AS MUCH As
YOU MAY THINK.
ELYON'S CHANGING!

A\[ MAYBE THAT'S WHAT'S PUSHING |/

) THE PRINCE TO DO THIS.
ANNOLINCING THE
CORONATION
WAS HASTY.

BUT THEN...
WHAT CAN
WE DO7?

I'D LIKE YOU TO
WATCH OVER ELYON...
AND MAKE SURE SHE
DOESN'T GET HURT!




Vs

“THAT WILL BE
_YOUR TASK!"

SHE MAKES IT SOLIND
S0 EASY! WE'RE ALREADY UP TO
OUR NECKS DEALING WITH WHAT'S
LEFT OF THE TWELVE
PORTALS.

DON'T YOU GET IT?
THE PORTALS ARE A
SECONDARY CONCERN
RIGHT NOW.

IF MERIDIAN COLLAPSES,
THE BARRIER WILL FALL
TOO. AN UPRISING OR A
WAR WOLILD DESTROY

EVERYTHING!

LET ME
GUESS—
ANOTHER
TRIP TO
MONSTROP-
OL/s, HUH?

SURE LOOKS LIKE IT. WE COULD ALWAYS USE

WELL, IF WE CAN FIGURE THE PORTAL IN ELYON'S

OUT HOW TO GET
THERE.

WE'D BE
SPOTTED FOR
SURE. THERE ARE
THAT'S RIGHT! f TWO PETECTIVES
WITHOUT MY ! FOLLOWING USs.
GRANDMA'S | - REMEMEER,
CORNELIA?

RIGHT! THOSE
SNOOPS HAVE
PRACTICALLY
PITCHED CAMP

AT ELLIE'S
PLACE.

DO YOU THINK
THEY'LL FIND
THE PORTAL?

WITH THE WALL
I CREATED, 1
GUARANTEE |

THEY'LL NEVER

FIND IT!



STEP ASIDE,
MEDINA...

LET'S GIVE IT
A REST FOR NOW,
McTIENNAN. WHY

DON'T YOU LEAVE
ROUND TWO FOR
TOMORROW
MORNING?

N

D IF THEY EVER CAME

IF THE BROWN P
B il FAMILY COMES gy
PANANTES BACK, IT'D BE BEHIND 7H/S WALL!
NICE IF THEY !

FOLIND THEIR
HOUSE HERE,
DON'T YOU

THINK?

NOTHING,
DETECTIVES?




LINFORTLINATELY, NOTHING,

LAIR. THE ECHO-DETECTOR

ONLY CONFIRMED WHAT WE
ALREADY KNEW.

LOOKS LIKE
OUR MISSING
FAMILY HAD
SOMETHING
TO HIDE.

CHOICE, GUYS.
WE NEED TO FIND

ANOTHER 4

...BEHIND THE WALL 15 AN
ENORMOUS ROOM THAT, FOR SOME
REASON, DOESN'T APPEAR IN
V<Y THE BLUEPRINT OF

) THIS HOUsE.

...AND THEY'VE
DONE A REALLY




FINDING A NEW ONE COULD TAKE
WEEKS! MONTHS, EVEN! WE
DON'T HAVE TIME!

> ;
IF YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT
THE TIME YOU HAVE LEFT
FOR YOUR LITTLE CHAT,
IT HAS DEFINITELY RUN
OUT, MISS HALE. )

S0 NICE TO HEAR YOU
USE B/6 WORPS,
LRIAH. THE TIME
YOU'VE BEEN SPENDING
AT THE MUSEUM |15
PAYING OFF!

IT'S CALLED
"PHYSICAL
EDUCATION," You

GOTCHA!
SEE YOU
GUYS AT
LUNCH?

BYE, WILL!

N

GET TO

CLASS LIKE 600D

STUDENTS. QUICKLY AND
QUIETLY, NOW! BRING
JOY TO THIS POOR

WHAT ARE YOU POING
OUT HERE? IN CASE YOU

THIS 1S
RECESS, MS.
KNICKERBOCHER.

THAT WASN'T
EVEN FLNNY!

THAT OLD MUMMY'!
SHE'S THE ONE WHO
SHOULD BE AT THE
MUSEUM—AS AN
EXHIBIT!

COME ON,
THE MUSEUM'S
NOT S0 BAD.




SHUT UF, KURT!

WE WERE SUPPOSED WHO'S THE ONE WHO STARTED

TO WORK THERE FOR 3 PLAYING BASEBALL IN THE
THREE MONTHS...BUT ME? WHY'S DINOSAUR HALL?
BECAUSE OF YOU, WE'LL IT “‘.-:IL‘L?? MY
BE SPENDING A
WHOLE YEAR IN / . /_/ I-1 WAS JusT

THAT PLACE! .. THE BATTER!

od W e
\'0 F

OH YEAH! DID HIS THREE
MONTHS AND GOT OFF CLEAN 'COS
HE'S A GOOP BOY...OUR LITTLE
NIGEL'S CHANGED! NOW HE HANGS

OUT WITH "DECENT FOLK," LIKE
JUPGE COOK'S
DAUGHTER!

GIRLS, BLEGH!
WE'RE THE ONES
WHC WERE HIS
FRIENDS!

N/GEL'S THE ONLY
ONE WHO DIDN'T GET
IN TROUBLE.

HOW ABOUT WE GIVE A
FAREWELL GIFT TO OLUR
OLD FRIEND?

el

WHADDAYA
SAY TO A NICE
WATCH?




IS THAT TUB

COME ON, BERLIN!
YOU'RE ALMOST
THERE! COME ON!

=l

4-\

GO JOIN THE
OTHERS AND
PRETEND LIKE _
NOTHIN' HAPPENED. [
I'LL CATCHUP IN A é

THIS SHOULD
DO THE TRICK!

(146\* f e v
Y LE
m&q

AH, HERE'S NIGEL'S
OCKER...KNOWING HIS
COMBINATION MAKES /
THIS TOO EASY! .




THESE DAYS,

ANSWERING QUESTIONS
IN CLASS HAS BECOME
B/oIcuULoUS! ACRIME! I CAN'T HELP
DISMISSED FROM ,
IT IF IT'M THE ONLY ONE WHO
CLASS BECAUSE T RAISES MY HAND!
UNSETTLE THE OTHER
STLDENTS!

THIS ARM JUST SHOOTS
UP ALL BY ITSELF. IT'S
GOT A MIND OF 176 OWN.

MAYBE I SHOULD SEE
A NEUROLOG/IST...

... WHAT'S URIAH
DOING IN NIGEL'S

€ {fg“ )

ENJOY, NIGEL.
YOU ASKED FOR
; 7’ /




LATER, IN
THE SCHOOL

CAFETERIA. .. gl

THINKING IT OVER
AND MIGHT HAVE
THE SOLUT/ION TO

I THINK 0. THE PORTAL
VATHEK USED TO
GET TO HEATHERFIELD
A FEW DAYS AGO.*

WHEN WE
WENT BACK TO
METAMOOR WITH
HIM, WE USED THE
PORTAL IN
ELYON'S
HoUsSE.

... WHICH MEANS
THERE'S STILL AN OPEN
PORTAL!

THAT'S THE
THING! I DON'T
KNOW...BUT WE
SHOULD BE ABLE

TO FIGURE IT
OuT WITH OUR

WANT TO
MEET UP AT
MY PLACE

OkKAY! MAP OR NO MAP,
WE MIGHT STILL—

AFTER
SCHOOL?

/" 70 THE couRT-
YARD, EVERYONE!

HUH? THE

BELL'S EARLY. KNICKERBOCHER'S
WE STILL HAVE MAKING AN
TEN MINUTES ANNOULINCE-

LEFT FOR MENT.




AN =
ANNOUNCEMENT?
I THINK POWER'S

FINALLY GONE TO /
HER HEAD.

HMMM...
SOMETHING MUST BE
SERIOUSLY WRONG. 1
PSSR DON'T LIKE THE LOOK

U\  ON HER FACE!

7

SOMETHING VERY
SERIOUS HAS
HAPPENED, CHILDREN.

TO THE POLICE, BUT
I'M NOT GOING TO

SOMEONE

HAS STOLEN A
WATCH FROM YOLIR
CLASSMATE DAVID
BERLIN. NOTHING

LIKE THIS HAS EVER
HAPFENED IN MY,

SCHOOL!

I WOULD HOPE THAT THE |
RESPONSIBLE PARTY WILL THINK |
CAREFULLY ABOUT WHAT HE [
OR SHE HAS DONE AND WILL
RETURN THE WATCH TO ITS
OWNER.

I\
[

NOW T'LL RETURN TO MY
OFFICE, AND YOU WILL GO
STRAIGHT TO YOUR
CLASSES,
BUT KNOW
THIS...

® -r-r-m\'} :

e



IF ANYONE KNOWS

ARE JUST AS
GUILTY!

I'M NOT ACCUSING
YOU...BUT SINCE
YOU'RE IN THE HALLS
MORE THAN YOU'RE IN
CLASS, YOU MAY
HAVE SEEN
SOMETHING.

AND REMEMBER,

SOMETHING...IF ANYONE
HAS SEEN SOMETHING AND
DOESN'T SPEAK UP, THEY

AN & THI5 IS CRAZY!
WHO couLp
HAVE DONE IT?

...T WANT THAT
WATCH ON MY DESK
BY TOMORROW

MORNING!

I'VE ALWAYS TRUSTED
YOU ALL, AND T WOULD
LIKE TO CONTINUE DOING
S0...BUT THAT WILL BE

up 10 YOU.

YOU WOULDN'T HAPPEN
TO KNOW ANYTHING
ABOUT IT, WOULD
You, URIAH?




WITH ALL DUE RESPECT,
MA'AM, T'M T/IRED OF
BEING TREATED LIKE THIS.
WHY NOT SEARCH ME?
GO ON!

LOOK THROUGH A
MY BACKPACK! CALM DOWN,
OPEN MY LOCKER! / URIAH. T DIDN'T ||

| MEAN IT LIKE (G

THAT... \ &

OPEN YOURS
UP TOO, KURT!
'COS WE'RE

EVERYTHING'S ALWAYS
OUR FAULT HERE! SO GO
AHEAD! LOOK!

——1 ||
|
—— |
. 2

L]

POOR URIAH...
I FEEL KINDA

I DIDN'T MEAN TO
OFFEND YOU, URIAH,

AND I APOLOGIZE
IF YOU FELT

NO, MA'AM!
IF You
SUSPECT
ME, THEN
YOU GOTTA
SUSPECT
EVERYONE!

THE OLD WHALE
FELL FOR IT!




COME ON, EVERYONE!
| '\ WHAT ARE YOU AFRAID OF?
A8 OPEN YOUR LOCKERS!

ALL RIGHT,

I GUESS
|| URAW'S GoT
L  APONT..




NIGEL!




—_—
AFTERNOON, |

VA il
AT .
Pla |7

YES?
JUST A MOMENT,
PLEASE...

DID SOMETHING
HAPPEN BETWEEN

TARANEE,
NIGEL'S ON THE

WELL, I
DON'T WANT
TO TALK TO

T OKAY.

NO, IT'S NOTHING, MOM! JUsT AFTER ALL,
TELL HIM I'M NOT HERE! I YOU KNOW
. . WHAT T THINK
' OF HIM.




I-I'M SORRY, NIGEL,
BUT SHE JUST LEFT
AND...

COULD YOU JUST TELL HER

THAT I HAD NOTHING TO DO

WITH IT? T'M NOT THE ONE
WHO STOLE THAT

L— she doesn’t

—~ want to talk
to me, so
could you
give her a
MESSAGE?

WHAT? WATCH? WHAT
ARE YOU TALKING
ABOUT? NIGEL? HELLO?

NIGEL?

CHEER UP, TARANEE...

BUT WE ALL SAW IT
PON'T WORRY ABOUT IT.

. WITH OUR OWN

EYES.
I JUST CAN'T

BELIEVE IT.
I DON'T WANT
TO BELIEVE

TO CORNELIA
TO sAY
THE RIGHT

COULD WE...COULD WE !
CHANGE THE SUBJECT,

TARANEE. TF
— L. You WanT.. /i




BUT HOW?

WITH THIS—
THE TOKEN

/ IN THAT CASE, LISTEN!
I THINK T FOUND A WAY

TO LOCATE THE PORTAL VATHEK
VATHEK LSED! < \ | DROPPED IN THE
VAN A FEW

DAYS AGO...*

=

*LAST CHAPTER AGAIN!

D BE THE
FIRST PIECE OF

I CAN HEAR THE
MEMOR/ES OF
N\ SOUNPS. THIS'LL
TELL ME WHERE IT
CAME FROM...

1

= P
N
o4

_p'

2
)

‘\\\.\

...AND WITH IT,

.
A G f ss=WE'LL FIND OUT
f WHERE VATHEK
4 YW | crosseo ruroucH
THE VEIL! GREAT
|4 ”. /i JOB, HAY LIN!

i YOU'RE JUST JEALOUS,
IRMA. BE

- COME ON =
A BE HONEST! QUIET N
150 SOMEONE GAVE

Y YOU THAT

1DEA!
\ e




THE SOUND OF THE
TOKEN RINGS THROUGH
HAY LIN'S MINDG WITH
AN ENDLESS ECHO...

GIRL'S EYES FASS
"' BLURRED AND JUMBLED | |

OF COURSE.
NOW I GET

IT'S AN
AMUSEMENT PARK!
THE OLD ABANDONED
CARNIVAL JUsT
OUTSIDE OF
HEATHERFIELD.

YOU'RE
SURE?




TOTALLY! THIS WAS A THAT LEAVES US WITH
TOKEN FOR THE ONLY ONE THING TO

\ SHOOT/NG GALLERY.
'}’ I DON'T
KNOW WHY
'. VATHEK
, "1 PICKED IT UP,

BUT HEDID [ . \
§ ‘_ Uus AsoLw! || '

A STRONG WD, |
RACES THROLGH THE

9 M B
Wi "‘ b

out here!

THE WIND
DOESN'T
BOTHER ME,

~~ MURMURER
N
T




Why wot rest? You need it

for tomorrow!

RIDICULOUS!
. WHERE'S MY
 BROTHER?
T'VE BEEN
b WAITING TO

NY/ raLk TO Him,

X_ ALL DAY I3

Passing down the Meridian
crown requires long
=Y puriFica’fion ri’ces...

F
"1

‘\f

‘W

EVER SINCE I SHOWED UF,
FPHOBOS HAS AVO/PED ME!
HE'S NOT A BROTHER—HE'S A
STRANGER. I HAVE A MILLION
QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS CITY..
ABOUT HOW HE'S RLILED IT
ALL THESE YEARS...

The prince i
very bugy, your
highnegs!

...AS LONG AS HE'S THE FRINCE,
I'M EXPECTED TO KEEP MY
MOUTH SHUT AND WAIT.




...BUT I STILL S
HAVEN'T LEARNED

\““0 ’7’/ /
N
R ...AND & .
ANYTHING! HAS GOOD REASON l

TOMORROW, I'M A
GONNA DEMAND 4 >\ TOBE! %
i'.l ! L II,-"'J II:;?,- = .___\ vl d

il . 1

IN A FEW HOURS,
MY SISTER WILL ADPRESS
THE PEOPLE OF MERIDIAN...
JUusT TO BID THEM ALL

YOU'LL BE THERE AT
HER SIDE, CEDRIC. AS THE
MASTER OF CEREMONIES,

YOU WILL ACCOMPANY ELYON

TO THE CORONATION...

THEN..IT |
WILL BE THE
BEGINNING OF

"\ THE END!

s ‘!, il

| ( .
)y =

AND THEN
WHAT WILL




OBSERVE, CEDRIC. A RIVER

I USED THAT
OF MAGICAL ENERGY ONCE

ENERGY TO BECOME
FLOWED THROUGH HERE... STRONGER...TO
MERIDIAN'S PUREST, CONQUER ENTIRE

MOST POWERFLIL

WORLDS.
RESOURCE.

h =

THOSE FOOLS FROM

KANDRAKAR THOUGHT &

THEY COULD PUNISH o

ME BY CUTTING ME OFF
FROM THE LINIVERSE

WITH THEIR RIDICULOUS /
VE/IL! / " A

...BUT ELYON'S RETLIRN HAS
CHANGED MANY THINGS.
THE SHE 1S THE L/IGHT,

POWER THAT v OF MERIDIAN!

ONCE FLOWED

IN ABLINDANCE

15 NOW A MERE :
TRICKLE! .

THIS WORLD IS Al e

DESTINED FOR 'S

SHE HAS YET TO REALIZE HER
LIMITLESS POWERS. MY SEARCH
FOR HER WAS LONG, BUT
TOMORROW HER POWER
> WILL BE M/NE!

e

Il
113

AH! THE LIGHT OF
MERIDIAN WILL BE
EXTINGUISED




( How ARE You GOING
STO TAKE HER POWERS,

WITH THIS,
CEDRIC! THE
CROWN OF LIGHT!

[ USING WHAT'S LEFT

. OF MERIDIAN'S

| MAGICAL ENERGY, T
WILL TURN THIS INTO

WHEN ELYON TAKES THE
ROWN, IT WILL ABSORE
HER POWERS...

...AND WITH ELYON'S ENERGY
AT MY DISPOSAL, T WILL FINALLY
DESTROY THE VEIL AND BE
FREE ONCE AGAIN!

AND YOU WILL DEAL WITH MY

SISTER, RIDPING ME OF HER

ONCE AND FOR
ALL!

BUT...YOUR
HIGHNESS, THE
ENTIRE CITY WILL
ATTEND THE
CEREMONY! YOUR
SISTER IS BELOVED!
HOW WILL THE

N e




FORGIVE MY INSOLENCE, YOUR
HIGHNESS, BUT THE SOLDIERS
WILL NOT BE ENOUGH TO
CONTROL THE CROWD.

BEHOLD, CEDRIC.
FEAR THEM...

T'VE ALREADY
THOUGHT OF AW
THAT. IF A AN\

REVOLT BREAKS RN\ \
out, My New (\EH
MURMLRERS \\) %"
WILL DEAL
WITH IT.

. FEAR THE
| ANNIHILATORS!




[ ALL THAT SEPARATES THEM
x| FROM THEIR MISS/ON IS AN OLD,
FRAIL FENCE... :

HSING THEIR
MAG/IC, WILL
AND HER
FRIENGS
HAVE LOCATED
ANOTHER
PORTAL TO
MERIDIAN.

S0, SHOULD WE
GET GOING?

b =
BUT THE MISSION N orc/
CANNOT BECGIN YET! \2&;\ P\ :

T

HELLO?
THIS 1S WILL...
YEAH, SHE'S
RIGHT HERE.
\\ T'LL PUT

IT'S FOR YOU, IRMA.
IT'S MARTIN.

WHAT DO
YOU WANT,

MARTIN? I'M
REALLY BUSY
AND...

WHAT?
ARE YOU
SERIOUS?




\OKAY! WE'LL MEET YOU |
OVER AT THE GOLDEN IN
HALF AN HOUR!*

I'M SORRY TO
BOTHER YOU GUYS...
BUT THIS IS REALLY

SERIOUS!

YOUR FOLKS SAID
YOU WERE OUT WITH
WILL. SO T CALLED HER
PLACE, AND HER MOM /

GAVE ME HER— /

SPARE US THE DETAILS, MR.
METICULOUS! GET TO

/N!GEL HAD

NOTHING TO DO
WITH STEALING
THE WATCH
THIS MORNING.
IT WAS URIAH!

I Sﬁﬂ’ﬂlﬁy

r-/

I WAS AFRAID THOSE GLYS
WOULD DO SOMETHING TO
ME...BUT T CAN'T LET AN

INNOCENT PERSON TAKE THE

WHY DIDN'T You
TELL THE PRINCIPAL
RIGHT AWAY?

I REALLY WANTED TO
TELL YOU EVERYTHING
AT SCHOOL TODAY, BUT...

WELL, T WAS

BLAME! WHAT SHOULD
I DO, TRMA?

GIVE THE PRINCIPAL
YOUR TELL-ALL ACCOLNT
TOMORROW MORNING!

&)

Ty
&



YEAH, RIGHT!
AND THEN WHAT'LL
HAPPEN TO ME?

PVON'T WORRY.
WE'LL FROTECT

‘\

7 wowes <

PSYCHOLOGIST
NOW, BUT HE

BESIDES, MY
DAD'S A COP!

A DIFFERENT KIND
OF PROFESSIONAL

WHEN URIAH

a

AND HIS PALS ARE
DONE WITH ME, MY
FACE WILL LOOK LIKE
THIS PEPPERONI

THE BIG DEAL?

DIFFERENCE!

AND WE JUST
DID! TALK TO THE
PRINCIPAL, AND WE
PROMISE NOBODY
WILL HURT You!

SUUURE!
AND WHO'LL PROTECT
You euys?

OH, WE KNOW
A FEW THINGS
ABOUT DEFENDING
OURSELVES.

DOES ANYONE HAVE A
RELATIVE WHO WORKS IN A
HOSPITAL? T'LL SETTLE FOR

I WAS HOPING YoU
COULD GIVE ME SOME
GOOD ADVICE...




"TRUST Us!”

THAT'S EVERY-

THING, MA'AM!

YOU'RE A FINE
YOUNG MAN,
MARTIN. T CAN
IMAGINE HOW
DIFFICULT THIS
MUST BE.

I WANTED YOU TO HEAR THIS IN
PERSON, NIGEL. T THINK YOU'VE  /

AND WHAT ABOUT YOU? 1S
THERE ANYTHING YOU'D LIKE
TO ADD, URIAH?

IT...IT WAS ONLY

A JOKE, MA'AM!
I WAS JUST KIDPING
AROUIND! = i
, fo)
., L 161
\Q -.;,.9:.‘“ 4 | \t
~

| 1R WELL, I HOPE THAT YOU'VE HAD

A GOOD LAUGH, BECAUSE YOUR

LITTLE PRANK IS GOING TO

COST YOU TWO WEEKS OF
SUSFENS/ON.

" Come on featherweight!
I'm gonna collapse!

Tl'-ney’re
leaving! 7
Y,




T'LL MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT
LATER ON TO EXPLAIN TO

EVERYONE WHAT REALLY
HAPPENED. ONE LAST

THING, URIAH...

WHAT DO YOU sAY
WE LET BYGONES BE
BYGONES, LRIAH?

... THIS WHOLE THING ENDS RIGHT
HERE. IF ANYTHING SHOULD
HAPPEN TO MARTIN...AND YOU
KNOW WHAT T MEAN...I WILL

MA'AM!
I PROMISE!

...So: get rea’&y to say bye-bye,
cos you're deﬁm‘l‘ely a
goner! See you outside after

Schooh snitech! e

EVERYTHING
OKAY, MARTIN?

THINGS COULDN'T
BE BETTER.




FOR ME, IT'S ALL DON'T WORRY )/ LT'S OKAY,

I'M SO GLAD THIS OVER, YEAM...BUT ABOUT THAT GUYS. T'VE
WHOLE THING 1S I'M WORRIED ABOUIT JERK, MARTIN! Ié‘é’&‘f‘%‘ﬂ.?‘;&%
MARTIN. URIAH MIGHT

DO SOMETHING.

TALKING IT OVER WITH YOU WAS I'VE GOT TO WORK THIS

A BIG HELP! T SAW HOW SURE ONE OUT ON MY OWN! NOT LIKE IT'D BE THE FIRST
YOU WERE ABOUT IT...AND EVEN IF THEY BREAK MY TIME—OR THE LAST!
NOW I LINDERSTAND THAT GLASSES, IT'S NO BIG
I SHOULDN'T BE AFRAID TO DEAL... r

MARTIN'S GONNA
GET PUMMELED.
HE'S REALLY

WE CAN'T LET HIM 6O THROUGH THIS ALONE!
BEFORE LEAVING FOR MER/DIAN, LET'S
SEE THIS

o{ O



..BUT IT'LL BE MORE THAN

ENOUGH TO STOP URIAH!

WHATEVER WE DO, WE JUST
HAVE TO MAKE SURE
WE'RE NOT SEEN!

"LEMMME SHOW Yol
HOW IT WORKS..." [

A RIDE HOME?

’SOMEONE GIVE ME_ f

. 10
& 4%

WE'LL USE A LITTLE TRICK I
DISCOVERED NOT TOO LONG AGO!
A LITTLE SOMETHING CALLED...




PSST! MARTIN!

L= SOMEONE'S ABOUT
Ml O crase you

Al

IT'S EVEN IN YOUR PLANNER,
URIAH: 3:00 TO 3:30—BEAT UP
MARTIN.

/ TeavEYOUMY No )
WORD, AND YOU KNOW ~ |
ME...T' A MAN OF His =
WORD! T NEVER STAND

\ ' PEOPLE UP. RIGHT, 4>

¥ GosH, WE'RE
[ TwenTY MINUTES
LATE!'TF You  j=—h
WANT, WE cOULD APSE)
RESCHEDULE! L ™o




HOW ABOUT FRIDAY AT

OF SPARE TIME!

IT'S NOT MY FAULT!
T COULDN'T PRETEND LIKE
NOTHING HAPPENED AND

LET NIGEL GET IN
TROUBLE!

THREE AGAIN? NOW THAT I'M
SUSPENDED, I HAVE LOADS

YOU SHOULD'VE KEPT YOUR
MOUTH SHUT! TF ANYONE
\ ASKS WHAT HAPPENED TO
\. You, TELL 'EM YoU
FELL DOWN THE
STAIRS! é

WAIT, URIAH!
L-LET'S TALK

OUCH!

1 SAID NO,
IRMA...




THERE ARE FIVE OF
US! DON'T HOG ALL

THESE BULLIES A
LESSON THEY WON'T

WHERE'D
HE GO7 OH,
"1CAN DO
BETTER THAN
THAT...
éﬁ / &\ AL
o G =
t& p‘

NICE SHOT,
HUH?

N

- BEING INVISIBLE IS
~ MORE FUN THAN |

\) ~ WE
(@ “\ NEED TO TRANSFORM.
?l — ] J/° WE COULD DO WHATEVER

‘WE WANTED WITHOUT

BEING WITCHES.

=t



PR

GET UF, DIMWIT!
WE'VE GOTTA FIND

_——[ POOR LAURENT!
HE GOT ALL DIRTY!

OKAY, THESE TWO

ool L (e s

A NICE, COLD
IND! SIBERIAN

..I8 A NICE,
COLD SHOWER!
NN

. think Llost M/
them... |

DON'T GET YOUR
HOPES UP, FOUR-
EYES!




I DUNNO WHAT HAPPENED TO
KURT AND LAURENT, BUT IT
DON'T MATTER. I CAN TAKE

MISS THE SHOW, BUT
I'LL MAKE SURE TO
TELL 'EM ALL
h, k. ABOUT IT/

ATTER. T AN
VeeiET

THEN TELL THEM
ABOUT THIS
Too!

——

e
NIGEL!

Wlﬂm\

_ SR
JUST IN TIME, OLD PAL!
THERE SeumE e Lk
BEEN MEANIN' TO
el




/4

++BUT WE HAVEN'T
FORGOTTEN
ABOUT You!

YOU MAY HAVE
FORGOTTEN
ABOUT YOUR

FRIENDS...

D)

¥~ NO ONE

(0 p '. g £z
AV

SORRY IT TOOK ME 60 wns\
I STARTED FOLLOWING YOU THE
MINUTE YOU LEFT SCHOOL BUT

‘ LOST TRACK OF You!
@

DON'T




[——

= WE'RE DONE HERE.
LET'S GO TO MERIDIAN
RIGHT AWAY!

AH..NIGEL I8 v 8O THAT'S OVER NOW.
' SUCH A GREAT LET'S GET BACK TO

BUSINESS.

BY NOW., OUR
ASTRAL DROPS
SHOULD'VE GONE

"...I JUST HOPE THEY
DON'T CALUSE AS MUCH
TROUBLE AS THEY
DID LAST TIME!"

WATCH YOUR STEP!
THIS PLACE IS FALLING

HANG ON! T FEEL
SOMETHING!

I BET IT USED TO BE
BEAUTIFUL. WHEN MY DAD
WAS LITTLE, HE'D COME
HERE EVERY SLINDAY!

7 HERE WE GO.
WILL'S SIXTH
SENSE IS




THE...THE
PORTAL
MUST BE IN
THERE.

ARE YOU SURE? 1
DON'T WANNA GO IN
THAT HOLE FOR NOTH-
ING!

MOVE IT OR LOSE IT, TRMA! YOU'RE THE ONE WHO
WILL'S NEVER BEEN CONTROLS WATER. TF YOU
WRONG BEFORE. 7] | PON'T WANT TO GET YOUR
THERE'S FEET WET, WHY DON'T YOU
L B USE YOUR POWERS?
EVERYTHING! CAN'T I
TAKE A SWAN BOAT?
THE SWAMP DOESN'T
\  LOOK ALL THAT
INVITING!

THAT'S WHAT WE'RE
GONNA DO. GET READY
TO TRANSFORM, EVERY-

ONE. IT'S TIME TO USE...
d

w THE
HEART OF
KANPRAKAR!

]
P ———— OM, PLEASE! T FEEL
LIKE I'M ON A SECRET
BOOTS ARE FILLING MISSION...WITH MY
UP WITH MuD. GRANDMOTHER.

IT'S THE
PORTAL! 50
VATHEK CAME
THROUGH HERE...




ey = N\ ...AND
e 4 S HOPEFLLLY, IT'LL
i /7 _- % TAKE US RIGHT

WHAT'S HAPPENED TO
MERIDIAN? WHAT'S WITH
THE STREETS FLILL OF | THINK WE TOOK.
HAPFY PEOPLE? 2

IT MUST BE A CELEBRATION
FOR THE CORONATION!
WE GOT HERE JUST
IN TIME!

( THEN WE
DON'T HAVE A

MOMENT TO LOSE.

WE HAVE TO FIND

ELYON AND STAY
BY HER SIDE!

WHICH MEANS THE PALACE GARDEN IS ON
WE HAVE TO FIND A WAY THE OTHER SIDE. THESE
INTO PHOBOS'S CASTLE. ROSES ARE ENCHANTED, ONCE WE'RE
BUT THEY'RE NO MATCH

INSIDE, WHAT SAME AS
FOR CORNELIA! DO WE DO7 ALWAYS,

FOLLOW MEe!
I KNOW A
SHORTCUT!




‘;'_ STRONG, AND I DON'T KNOW

)\ HOW MUCH LONGER T'LL BE

ABLE TO KEEP THIS 4
PASSAGE OPEN!

WELL, WELL,
WELL! WHAT A
A SURPRISE!

REALLY HOPING
WE'D SEE YOU...

P s Tiece At e orER FOIR
[; GUARDIANS OF KANDRAKAR! WE'RE HERE
<) TO PROTECT ELYON! o

NICE WORK,
CORNY!

wDALTAR!

That must be A
the gan:lener
she told us

YOU MUST MEAN
P#oaas THE PRI!:.ICE ’15
_ PLOTTING SOMETHING! HE's [
Gﬁiﬁ;ﬁ;}}; {7/ BEEN CLOSED UP IN HIS HIDEAWAY, /12
j THE ABYSS OF SHADOWS...
NOT A GOOD SIGN.

FROM THE NAME,

I'D GUESS IT'S NOT

A VERY CHEERY
PLACE EITHER.




WE HAVE
TO TALK TO
ELYON RIGHT
AwWAY!

THAT WON'T
BE EASY. THE
PRINCESS 1S IN HER
CHAMBERS, AND THE
MURMURERS ARE
PATROLLING THE

CASTLE.

VCr

AL

<Gy

I MIGHT
BE ABLE TO
HELP YOU,
THOUGH!

YOU LOOK STUNNING!
ONE MORE SECOND, AND
WE'LL BE DONE.

I REALLY
HOPE S0,
MASTER

JINK!

HUH? T ASKED
THAT WE NOT BE
DISTURBED! WHO
COULD THAT BE?

LET'S
FIND OUT...
COME IN!

PLEASE FORGIVE MY
INTRUSION, YOUR RADIANT
HIGHNESS. I BRING YOU OUR
MOST BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS
TO ADORN YOUR HAIR...

MUST BE SOME
B MISTAKE. I DION'T
I\ ASK FOR THOSE.

THESE COME
WITH THE BEST
WISHES FROM
WILL AND YOUR
OTHER FRIENDS,
WHO ARE
WAITING FOR
YOU...IN THE
GARDEN.




BUT...
YOUR HIGHNESS?!

2T you've come
@ BACK FOR

/" ELYON, BUT
WE DON'T HAVE
)l MUCH TIME, SO
| LISTEN TO WHAT
14 WE HAVE TO  /
nw jl \  TELL You... 4|

s
I

"...AND MAKE UP
~ YOUR MIND!"

EXCELLENT!
CALL FOR MY &
SISTER. SHE ‘Qul
WILL WALK
AT MY

I'M ALREADY
HERE,

ARE YoU
EXCITED? THE
LONG-AWAITED
f  MOMENT Has A

FINALLY ARRIVED.. 4

THE CROWN WILL
SOON BE YOURS.

o o

o [ ——]

LONG LIVE
THE LIGHT OF

"...T JUusT HOPE
I'M WORTHY, MY BROTHER."

LONG LIVE
THE PRINCESS!



THE CROWD HUH? THAT USURPER, PHOBOS,
SEEMS REALLY AND WHY HAS FINALLY REALIZED
SHOULDN'T THAT IT'S TIME FOR HIM

TO STEP DOWN!

LOOK AT THAT
SMUG SMILE ON HIS FACE!
AND TO THINK THAT BEFORE
TODAY HE'S NEVER WALKED
AMONG Us!

Vathek and Caleb!
I bet this place is

full of rebels ready -’ THE PRINCESS
S f SHOLILD
R s PUNISH HIM
pomeining FOR ALL His

WRONG-
DOINGS!

Seems we're "01; PEOPLE OF MERIDIAN!
the only ones who're /| | TODAY 1S A JOYFUL DAY
worried. P FOR OUR CITY AND FOR

THE ENTIRE KINGDOM
OF METAMOOR!

JS———

i

Look!
The ceremeo ny's
starting.




A KINGDOM THAT
FOR TOO LONG HAS
BEEN DEPRIVED OF

ITS RIGHTFUL /7

-.-AND THEREFORE, ELYON, T BESTOW
mgg%‘y’:‘g UPON YOU THIS SYMBOL OF
BROTHER TOO JUSTICE AND WISDOM, OF HONOR

OF HIS
BELOVED
SISTER!

POESN'T SHE
LOOK AMAZING?

MAY YOUR ETERNAL POWER
ILLUMINATE THE SPIRIT AND
THE PATH OF YOUR LOYAL
SUBJECTS!

ALL HAIL THE
PRINCESS OF
MERIDIAN...




Hﬁﬁ‘g%lgﬂ : | WH-WHAT'S
HA-HA-HA! /7777 f HAPPENING?

SORRY, MY DEAR, SWEET ELYON...
BUT IN THE END, IT'S BETTER THIS
WAY. YOU'RE S0 YOLNG! YOU WOULD
HAVE WASTED YOUR
IMMENSE POWER...

€

o

THE CROWD'S
READY TO
REVOLT!

LET THEM YELL,
CEDRIC!



WILL BE THE FIRST TO TASTE MY NEW ||

THESE MISERABLE PEASANTS
( ...AND NOW IT )
POWER! ELYON'S ENERGY LIES WITHIN
THIS CROWN... P

I'M NOT SURE.
THERE'S ONLY ONE
WAY TO FIND OUT IF
IT WORKED...

I WILL ERASE THESE WORTHLESS
CREATURES WITH A WAVE OF MY HAND.
WRETCHED PEOPLE OF MERIDIAN! T'VE
ALWAYS LONGED TO DO THIS!

'
u i

>
Y,
o=\

h—1A)




THE
GUARDIANS! IT MEANS

YOU DIDN'T ABSORB

o _ I'M RIGHT
REAL ELYON— AUET THE il
— BROTHER!
A REPLICA THAT WE THE REAL ;
ELYON? WHAT )

IT'S THE
PRINCESS!

THE DAY OF
YOUR RECKONING HAS
ARRIVED, PHOBOS! /

il

Y GET THEM,
Y EVERYONE! THIS
A\ /s OUR CHANCE!

CORNELIA! T'M S0
HAPPY TO SEE
you!

b? \%

‘“fv
{

|
1§



| AR/ISE,

N ST

g/

ANNIHILATORS!

\\

Y ﬁ / <’"! - .
C | Y
i | .qr
Qe { LOOKS OF THEM,
T THOUGHT THEY
\ WERE YOURs! |

>

e

«RISE UP AND X
DESTROY THOSE WHO
PARED TO DISOBEY
THE RLUILER OF
MER/DIAN!

CURSED ELYON!
GET HER!
DON'T LET HER

YOU'RE NOT
GOING ANYWHERE,
LITTLE GIRL...

I'VE HAD ENOUGH
OF YoU, CEDRIC!

ey

A F-I’
N



4 COME ON! WE CAN'T LET
i/ PHOBOS GET AWAY!

A,"‘”_'}-‘ Y
__._.v d 4 14 %} ] =
: “‘ \. ﬁ 2

NO/
THE PRINCE IS

CALEB!

I'VE HEARD YOUR NAME
QUITE A BIT LATELY.
S0 IT's TRUE! YOU'VE
REBELLED AGAINST
YOUR MASTER!

YOU'RE
NOT MASTER
OF ANYTHING,
PHOBOS! NOTHING
HERE BELONGS

IS ATTACKING
CALEB! H'J';E HAVE TO

TO THINK
YOU WERE
ONCE NOTHING,
CALEB! JUST A

- MURMURER
MURMSFRTY o CAPABLE OF

| /| REASON! WHEN
CREATIONS' /[ 1 FINALLY OPENED
GO S | MY EYES, T KNEW
WHICH SIDE TO

A MURMURER

1 /WITH A WILL OF ITS OWN 1S
A M/ISTAKE! AND MISTAKES /\\
MUST BE REMEDIED! _/




BACK!
STAY BACK!

OVER THERE,
TARANEE! THOSE
PEOPLE NEED

TH-THANKS
FOR THE
HELP, WILL!

MY PLEASURE! T'M
SURE IF YOU WERE IN

MY SHOES... ¢ R
LN
/s -
=4




YOUR SOLDIERS WILL 4
[ ...BUT YOU WON'T

NEVER STOP THE REBELLION!
OUR VICTORY IS AT HAND!

YOU'VE SLIPPED
OUT OF MY CONTROL...
BECOME THE LEAPER
OF THE MERIDIAN RABBLE...
BROUGHT THEM TOGETHER

AND TURNED THEM
AGAINST ME..

TO SEE IT!

LIVE LONG ENOUGH

AND FOR THAT, T
CONDEMN YOU, CALEB!
I CREATED YOU TO BE

A MURMURER. ..

LI
RN ¢
B PG

N .
S S

NNNA...

MURMURER YOU
SHALL BE AGAIN, BUT
IN ITS PRIMORDIAL




/ SIRE! THE UPRISING HAS SPREAD THROUGHOUT
MERIDIAN! WE'LL NEED EVERY ONE OF OUR
SOLPIERS AND ALL THE ANNIHILATORS!

...AND
DESTROY
THIS CITY!

T

U

HE'S FREE,
CORNELIA.
HES FREE.







THIS... THIS
WASN'T SUPPOSED
TO HAPPEN!







O BE IT FOREVER

(

I don’t know if
I'll do it.
)4




-~ ] —
MERIDIAN. A FEW MOMENTS
AGO, THIS CITY TASTED
FHOBOS'S WRATH. ) |

THE PRINCE OF METAMOOR
FORCED HIS SUBJECTS TO

LOOK INTO THE DEPTHS OF [~

HIS BLACK HEART...
r b | putE

FHOBOS'S HEART /5 A DARK
ABYSS, WHERE EVERY SOUND IS
AN ENDLESS, OM/NOUS ECHO.




DO WHAT YOU MUST,
BUT REMEMBER...
PRINCESS ELYON IS

THIS IS A PIECE OF
THE PRINCESS'S GOWN! :%RgHCEEEII:.IE;&E

7 TEND HER WiTH o HUNTER IN THE

SOLDIERS!
FIND THE REBELS,
NO MATTER




7 YES, BUT THE
GIRL AND HER
FRIENDS ARE

SNEAKY. ol —

I PROMISE SHE
o[ WON'T GET AWAY
FROM ME. I CAN

- | " RETURN TO THE (ASTLE l '
AT ONCE! LEAVE FROST
IN COMMAND AND I.ET
THE SOLDIERS DO
>7, THE DIRTY WORKI i




HURRY! THE
ANNIHILATORS ARE
\ COMING. WE HAVE TO
~ GET BELOW GROUND
, NAND CLOSE THIS

SHUT - THEY'RE
THIS! - = DESTROYING

COME ON! Y \ THIS 16 A
HELP ME =/ i DISASTER!

i
VATHEK! ~

o
May THE
MERDIAN

D

B ot BY NOW, 1'D THIS IS "

= BCT| sav any seconp MY FAULT!

CHANCES FOR YOUR IT'S ALL MY

BROTHER ARE FAULT!




DON'T GAY THAT, ELYON!
YOU WERE TRICKED. E

THESE PEOPLE
SHOLILDN'T BE
CAGED UP LIKE
ANIMALS!

I COULD HAVE SAVED
METAMOOR FROM S0 MUCH
SUFFERING. T COULD HAVE

SAVED SO MANY
LIVES.

" "
WAL I I
/ <
|

I couLp
HAVE SAVED

YOU HAD
NOTHING TO
DO WITH THAT,
ELYON! THIS
15 PHOBOS'S
FAULT.

'M
S0 SORRY,
CORNELIA.
CAN YOU EVER |
FORGIVE

POOR CORNELIA. LOSING
CALEE IS PAINFUL FOR
ALL OF Us, BUT IT'S
GOTTA BE HARPEST

ON HER. WILL HER



WE GOTTA DO
SOMETHING! THESE
PEOPLE EXPECT
THINGS FROM LS,
ESPECIALLY FROM

YOU, ELYON.

A PRINCESS
WITHOUT A
THRONE.

BUT ONE
WITH GREAT

FATHER!
MOTHER!

OH, ELYON.
AT LAST,
WE CAN BE
TOGETHER
AGAIN.

AFTER ALL
THIS TIME, T
STILL DON'T
KNOW WHAT
TO CALL You!

4 ...BUT MY REAL NAME
IS ALBORN. T WAS
THE COMMANDER OF
THE ROYAL GUARD

AND T'M
M/RIADEL.
I WAS A




GREAT! YOU CAN HELP UsS b r ]
ORGANIZE THE DEFENSE AGANST /0 | [ poris are eeroy Iy
Ol AGK. UNITE AGAINST
THAT TYRANT! IF
WE DON'T SPEAK
LUP NOW...

---THEN WE DESERVE TO JO=(
BE CONDEMNED TO
ETERNAL
SILENCE!

THE KEY TO IF ELYON IS TO ..WHICH MEANS SHE
VICTORY LIES BATTLE PHOBOS, NEEDS TO WEAR priunel

i oHe musT use | {g THE CROWN, BUT
N i HER FULL IT'6 BACK IN THE A e op cAke

CASTLE. £\ T FROM
~ \\ PHOBOS!

2

YES! TOTHE | [/ cALM DOWN,
CASTLE! TO | | FRENDS! IT
THE CASTLE! 4\ WON'T BE S50




WE SHOULD

GOOD |DEA,

WE HAVE GREAT . DISTRACT AND
ENTHUSIASM, BUT IT IS ALBORN 15 T .. DNIOE THEM.
NO MATCH FOR PHOBOS /| RIGUT, WE NEED FOES IN THE / THAT IS THE ONLY

AND HIS ANN/H/= TO CATCH THEM WAY THEY'LL

WEAKEN.

W STREETS!

BY SURPRISE!

WE'LL LURE THEM
AWAY FROM THE
PALACE! WHEN
THEY'RE BUSY
TRACKING

...A SMALL GROUP WILL
SNEAK INTO
THE CASTLE.

They're
genna put usin !
the middle of thisl Act |3
like nething happened!
Pretend we're not herel

WE CAN TAKE CARE OF
THAT, ALBORN!

Whyd she have to
open her mouth?

T'LL GO WITH THEM. T |
KNOW THE INSIDE OF |
THE CASTLE, SO WE'LL |
\  FIND OUR WAY

EASILY.

WANT THIS
MORE THAN

ELYON, ANYTHING,
ARE YOU PAD.
SURE ABOUT

THIS?




THIS 1S INCREDIBLY
DANGEROUS, BUT

T KNOW WHAT YOU | you Too,
GlRLS ARE BIG FELLA.
CAPABLE OF. TAKE
JD\ GOOD CARE OF

ELYON! g

WHEN I COME BACK ON THE SHOLLDERS

OF A GRATEFUL CROWD, T WANNA SEE

YOUR UGLY MUG IN FRONT,
CHEERING LS ON!

ANNIHILATORS
ARE ALMOST
HERE!

...I'M ENTRUSTING THIS TO P
YOU. YOU CAN GIVE IT BACK (19
WHEN THIS IS ALL OVER! Yy




“THE CROWN
AWAITS You!"

‘ rLOOK, CEDRIC!

I'VE TRIED TO
Z NOTHING IS DESTROY THE
CROWN IN EVERY
WAY IMAGINABLE, / /[~
BUT IT DOESN'T /.
BEAR A SINGLE !




SIRE, THAT'S ENOLIGH!
THIS WON'T HELP!

NO!GIVING
UP IS FOR

DO YOUl BELIEVE
I HAVE BEEN
DEFEATED,
CEDRIC?

YET I AM DEFEATED! THE SIGNS
ARE ALL AROLIND LIS. FOR ONCE,
DO NOT LOOK AT OUR
SURROLINDINGS AS A
LOWLY SERVANT!




=— THE WORLD IS DYING!
I CONSUMED IT! NOW IT'S
IN SHAMBLES!

i
YET JUST AS T CANNOT
BEND THIS RING OF

ABSORBING MY SISTER'S
POWERS SHOULD

NO, CEDRIC. THE

FAULT 1S ALL
HAVE BEEN SO METAL, T CANNOT BEND .
SIMPLE... "WER WILL! M/NE! T AM

WEAKENING. I'VE
USED UP ALL
THE ENERGY
FROM
METAMOOR.

MY ULTIMATE

THE FAULT

LIES ONLY
IN THE SPELL
CAST ON THE

po You
REALIZE WHAT
THIS MEANS?

WILL NOT
GO DOWN
WITHOUT

IF T CAN'T
HAVE THIS
CITY, THEN
NO ONE
WiLL!




CROWN! o

1 T WILL BATTLE ELYON FOR
/ THE LAST TIME! THE
PRIZE WILL BE THAT

I KNOW! YOU'RE AFRAID YOU
WON'T BE ABLE TO PROTECT
IT, BUT HAVE NO FEAR. I
WILL TURN YOU INTO THE
PERFEC

I STILL HAVE
ENOUGH POWER
TO PLAY THIS
GAME TO THE
VERY END.

FOLLOW You
ALL THE WAY.
WHAT DO You
COMMAND OF

(

ﬂr.@ 'ﬁf

ONE MORE SMALL

SACRIFICE. IF ALL

GOES WELL, YoU
WILL BE HANDSOMELY
REWARDED, CEDRIC!

AT LONG LAST
YOU WILL BE
ADMITTED INTO

COMMAND ME,
YOUR
HIGHNESS!

MY COURT OF [kl




REJOICE, CEPRIC! YOU ARE TAKING

THE FIRST STEP TOWARD A NEW

PREPARE
TO BE REBORN,

MEANWHILE, IN THE
STREETS OF MERICIAN...| | THE TIME HAS
COME! T HEAR /

[ SOMETHING!

" WE'VE SEARCHED
EVERY NEIGHBOR-

[, HOOD AND FOLIND

THE GOWN'S
TRA/L LEADS

RIGHT DO'N

I WASN'T
MISTAKEN!




-..LOOK
AT THESE
FOOTPRINTS.
\\ THE REBELS
ARE HIDING
HERE.

THESE TRACKS
ARE FRESH! THEY
CAN'T HAVE LEFT
LONG AGO, AND
THE PRINCESS
WAS WITH

THE GOWN...THE
GOWN IS NEARBY!

STAY ALERT!
ELYON WON'T BE
ALONE! BE READY TO...

YES, I CAN
SEE THAT! BUT
WHERE'S THE
\ PRINCESS?
> WHERE ARE THE
REBELS?

LOOKING
FOR US?




IT'S THAT
TRAITOR,
VATHEK!

WE WERE
WAITING FOR You!
THE PRINCESS HAD A
PRIOR ENGAGEMENT.
YOU'RE FREE TO
WAIT, IF YOU
WISH..

I WERE YOU,

I'D LOOK FOR

A NICE, PRY
PLACE TO RUN!

PLEASURE,
VATHEK!




WE WON! FROST
AND COMPANY WILL

7 R o [l — BE SWIMMING THE
I DIDN'T = \ . it _ T\ CANALS OF

THINK THEY'D (i \ | 7 7 MERIDIAN FOR
ACTUALLY FALL /- . i ; ;

I WASN'T EVEN
SURE THEY'D
FIND US. WHAT
A GAMBLE...

"WHO KNOWS?
A LITTLE DIP MIGHT
JUST BRING THEM
TO THEIR SENSES!”

WORSE, I
DIDN'T FIND
ELYON!

I...I DON'T
KNOW IF T
CAN DO
IT.




WE'LL BE
RIGHT THERE
WITH You! /

" LOOKING AT IT
FROM HERE, IT'S
REALLY SCARY!

IF I CAN STAND UP
TO PHOBOS!

I...I DON'T KNOW |~

OH, COME ON! ALL You WE'RE READY.
GOTTA DO IS GO N, WE CAN TAKE
KICK HIS BUTT, GET THE PRINCE BY

THE CROWN BACK,
AND COME OUT

/" 1 BET ME STILL

HASN'T GOTTEN OVER
THE SHOCK WE HAD
AT THE

THE ASTRAL DROP
WORKED
PER-
FECTLY!

ON HIS FACE,

i THAT WAE; I DON'T THINK

P AWESOME! HE LIKED OUR
208 HE WAS TOTALLY LITTLE TRICK
y CONVINCED IT WAS VERY MUCH!

ME, SO HE FINALLY

REMOVED HIS
MAsSK...

HE'S NEVER Yo THINK
GOING TO HORRIBLE?
FORGIVE YOU.  /you spouLo've
YOU RUINED / sgeN Hay LIN'S

His SHOW!

IT WAS SO AWFLUL THﬁT\
AT THE END, THE AUDIENCE
PIDN'T THROW NORMAL
EGGS—THEY TOSSED
OSTRICH EGGS!




THIS IS NO TIME TO BE
KIDPING AROUND, TRMA!
WE STILL HAVE A SCORE
TO SETTLE WITH
PHOBOS.

JUsT TRYING
TO LIGHTEN

THINGS |
up!

HOLD IT!

LIGHTEN
THINGS UP?
WHY CAN'T You
| BE SER/OUS FOR NOowW You
ONCE IN YOLIR LISTEN TO ME,

LIFE? BIG SHOT...

IRMA WAS

JUST BEING

SUPPORTIVE,

CORNELIA. YOU

| know sHE

J  DIDN'T WANT A

TO BE MEAN TO / (509
ANYONE... {00

5/ WILL, YOU DON'T
NEED TO TALK
|_DOWN TO ME L/IKE
= I'M A CHILD!

WE'RE HERE TO
DEFEAT PHOBOS, SO
LET'S GO! T DON'T
WANT TO WAIT
ANY LONGER!

OoKAY!




£ ¥
7] U
THERE YoU SN . & I FEAREDr YOU WOULDN'T
ARE! T'VE BEEN DGHK N 7P COME! THE PRINCE
; Tl Y AN WAS FURIOUS WHEN HE
EXPECTING SN D RETURNED. T HEARD OF
. : » A REVOLT IN THE CITY.
WE'LL FILL IS THAT TRUE?
YOU IN LATER.
RIGHT NOW, You
HAVE TO LEAVE THE
CASTLE FOR

LEAVE? THEY TOLD ME ALL . MY BROTHER'S CRUELTY
THIS PLACE NEVER! ABOUT IT, DALTAR. @ | HURTS MY HEART MORE |
WILL BE ]I CAN NEITHER |} gacl| ONE OF THESE AND MORE EACH SECOND. /

DANGEROUS | ABANDON MY ROSES HOLDS A ; I PROMISE
! GARDEN NOR PERSON INSIDE! 4
THE ROSES!




SEVEN ON TWO?
UNFAIR, BUT
WHATEVER!

" SAVE YOUR
STRENGTH, TRMA! /

scary when
she’s angry!

From
noew en,
let’s not
proveke

WHOLE AND REMOVE
ALL EVIL FROM THIS

SWALLOW THEM

GARDEN!

/AW, HERE THEY
ARE. COME ON N,

SE
LADIES. I'VE BEEN 7
EXPECTING YOU... <}-.;//-




Ay

EVEN IN KANDRAKAR, |
EVERYONE IS WATCHING

W.ILTC.H. WiTH

BATED BREATH...

THAT

o

,_
)

THE GIRLS HAVE

*36 FL/TIME 15 UNFOLDING
'y = IN WAYS T HAVE
50 NOT FORESEEN.
t

SOMETIMES IT ONLY
TAKES AN INSTANT TO
DISPLACE SOMETHING

FOR CENTURIES.

WHAT ARE THE
CONSEGUENCES,
ORACLE? PERHAPS WE
SHOULD INTERVENE.
THOSE GIRLS...

DONE EVEN MORE THAN
WE HAVE ASKED OF
THEM, BY WORKING FOR

I'VE SAID
IT BEFORE AND
WILL SAY IT AGAIN,
MY WISE
FOLLOWERS...

HAS EXISTED

THESE BATTLES SIGNIFY CHANGE!
THE PEOPLE OF METAMOOR ARE

REDISCOVERING THINGS THEY'D
; LONG FORGOTTEN...




BY
PUBLICLY
ATTACKING HIS
SISTER, PHOBOS
BELIEVED HE WOULD
IMPOSE HIS WILL
ONCE MORE...

...BUT HE COMMITTED
A GRAVE ERROR.

THE CONGREGATION
WILL NOT INTERVENE.
WE WILL WAIT

AND CALMLY JUDGE THE

UNFOLDING EVENTS.

S




THERE'S SOMETHING
HE'S NOT TELLING US.
WHILE WE STAND HERE

TALKING, THE GUARDIANS
COULD BE l s

IN PERIL!

IF PHOBOS CAPTURES
ELYON, NOTHING WILL STOP
HIM FROM TAKING THE
PRINCESS'S POWERS, AND
IF THAT HAPFENS...

...THEN WE
WILL WORRY, BUT
ONLY /F THAT

LIKE THE ORACLE.

DAUGHTER!

YAN LIN! YOU SOUND JUST

\ GRANDMOTHER
WHO BELIEVES
HER GRAND-

Is

THIS REALLY

YOUR PLACE,
ELYON?

I WAS ONCE A
GUARDIAN MYSELF,

AND I ASSURE

YES, BUT I
REALLY MISS
HEATHERFIELD

SOMETIMES!




/~ GRreat! 17 You
WANT, WE CAN TRADE X' 200 o

zléércgiblf,srifo%?s'rg LISTEN. I DON'T HEAR IT'S NOT A
PERSUADE MY ANYTHING... P11
PARENTS, AND... EXCEPT FOR A VIBRATION! 1T'6
. THIS CREEPY COMING FROM THAT

SILENCE! HALL AT THE TOP OF £
THE STAIRS!

LET'S KEEP OUR
EYES PEELED AND
MOVE QUIETLY.

7 THAT'S

I'M HERE,
PHOBOS.

SHE ARRIVES—
THE HEIR TO THE THRONE!
YOU'RE LOOKING FOR THIS,
YES? WHAT'RE YOU WAITING
FOR? TAKE IT! IT'S
YOURS! __~—T%
o) |1 L




I DON'T WANT TO FIGHT YOU, Pyl
PHOBOS! T JUST WANT ALL OF o gl
THIS MADNESS TO STOP! GIVE UP -
AND STAND TRIAL.

I, ON THE

Al )) OTHER HAND, HAVE | “leactro’

HERE TO
SOMETHING ELSE IN | pLAY GAMES
MIND! WHAT DO WITH You,
YOU sAY TO A

DUEL?

I WASN'T
TALKING TO YOU,
LITTLE GIRL!
! WHAT KIND
| 71 &= oF pueL oip you
N ||\ HAVE IN MIND?
YR L .
BUT IF YOU ARE DEFEATED,
DON'T DO IT, You MUST PUT ON I WAS WRONG ABOUT You,
ELYON! THE CROWN OF LIGHT DEAR SISTER. HAD I JUST
? SO THAT I CAN ELIMINATED YOU QUICKLY, WE
WOULDN'T BE IN THIS MESS!

ABSORB ALL YOUR

A BATTLE OF MAG/C POWERS.

POWERS WITHOUT LIM-
ITATIONS! IF YOU WIN,
MER/DIAN WILL
BE YOURS.

YOU'VE
NEVER BEEN
HONEST

Y-
bl
5
2
0

L Eriyd




I HAVE NOTHING
LEFT TO LOSE.
YOU COULD WIN.
MY POWERS ARE
GROWING
WEAKER...

...WHILE YOUR POWER
IS READY TO EXPLODE.
RIGHT NOW, WE'RE
EVENLY MATCHED!

THE GIRL WHO
SAVED MERIDIAN!
ITS VERY LIGHT!
THE ONE AND
ONLY!

DON'T
LISTEN TO
HIM, ELYON!

I'M OFFERING YOU
THE POSSIBILITY TO

RISE TO THE
THRONE, TO BE
HAILED AS THE
SAVIOR OF

AH, SUCH A PROUD
FIGHTING SPIRIT.
THAT'S THE ELYON

FINE! ONCE YOU'VE
LOST, YOU WILL PAY

FOR EVERYTHING
YOU'VE DONE!

WILL!
We can’t
justlet

her

fight
him.

I'I

You're right.
When I give
the signal,
we’ll attack
Phobos all
together.
Ready? /




THIS BATTLE HAS NOTHING
TO DO WITH YOU. IT'S A FAMILY e
MATTER. GET LOST! -

AN OLD FRIEND
EAGERLY AWAITS YOUR \
ARRIVAL...N THE ==~

WHAT'S
HAPPENING?




AAAGH!
WHERE ARE
WE GOING?

STRAIGHT
DOWN
INTO THE
DEPTHS OF

HELLO AGAIN,
WITCHES. WHAT'S
WRONG? DON'T
YOU RECOGNIZE
YOUR OLD
FRIEND?

IT SOUNDS
LIKE CEDRIC'S.

CEPRIC?
WHERE ARE YOU?
WHAT HAPPENED?
YOU SOUND LIKE

& YOU SWALLOWED A

PORCUPINE!



“That which was born

8
»

united, return to bein

part of the whole!




YOU CAN HIDE ALL
YOU WANT, INSOLENT
VERMIN, BUT YOU'LL
NEVER ESCAPE/

AT WOLILD SIGNAL THE
HOUR OF TRUTH'S
ARRIVAL.




IS THAT A
CHALLENGE, LITTLE

WILL? IF SO, IT'S |
ONE YOU'LL SOON $&

PHOBOS HAS {J
MADE ME
STRONGER

)| LINE! PRINCE
| PHOBOS couLp'vE
AT LEAST GIVEN

I DIDN'T ASK FOR A TRIM,
BUT THANKS FOR GETTING
RID OF MY SPLIT
ENDS!

YEAH, BUT IT'S
OVER FOR YOU,
CEDRIC!







HUH? WHAT'S
HAPPENING?

THAT ECHOING
VOICE SHAKING
THE GROLIND...

...BUT YOU AND T ALSO
HAVE OLIR OWN SCORE TO
SETTLE! UNTIL THE BITTER

END, DEAR SISTER!

I NEVER WANTED IT
TO COME TO THIS, ELYON.

IT's JusTt YOU WERE THE ONE WHO

MY DEAR 2 L
CEDRIC TAKING A
HIS REVENGE

ON YOUR

FRIENDS...

I ONLY OPENED MY
EYES, PHOBOS. T SAW
THE SUFFERING OUTSIDE
THIS CASTLE AND REALIZED
IT WAS ALL YOUWR FAULT!

'Y

THRESHOLD OF MERIDIAN,
ON TO NEW
CONQRUESTS!

AMBIT/ION. THIS
WORLD WAS
ERIMMING WITH

MAGICAL ENERGY, AND

IT'S RIGHTFULLY

11
Y %\\\}‘ WITH YOLIR IMMENSE
WHAT You CALL AN POWERS, I WILL DESTROY
MY FAULT, T CALL N THE VEIL AND CROSS THE

DISAPFOINT YOU,
DEAR BROTHER...




IT'S USELESS TO TRY TO RESIST
ME, ELYON! YOU CAN'T ESCAPE
YOUR DESTINY!

MY DESTINY
1S TO RISE TO THE

\\ 17'8 MY RIGHT, BUT

N\ yourmieoro 1 AVR
DEFY ME!
fl,-, :... e

VERY FUNNY! SINCE WHEN
DO OLDER BROTHERS HAVE
TO TAKE ORDERS FROM

LITTLE SISTERS?

ALEORN! THEY'RE BATTLING
IN THE CASTLE!

I CAN HEAR THAT, MY
FRIEND! RIGHT NOW,
THERE'S NOTHING MORE

WE CAN DO. .

MERIDIAN'S FUTURE
LIES IN THOSE
GIRLS' HANDS!

OUR BATTLE
WAS TO
DEFEAT

PHOBOS'S




2

2

=Y

THAT BLAST
COULD'VE BEEN
MEANT FOR YOU,

LOYALTY AND
COMPASS/ON —THE

GENLINE SIGNS OF
TRUE NOBILITY!

=

...HAD You NOT
BEEN SO STUPID
AS TO BE DUPED BY

MY WORDS!

—TEER DL

OUR BATTLE ENDS
LoST!




"AS WAVE YOUR _
DUMB FRIENDS!" o

DONE
DEAL,
CEDRIC!

AGAIN, WITCH/
GET AWAY
FROM
THERE/

= BUT DO YOU MIND IF I
L TAKE A LITTLE SOUVENIR
BEFORE I GO7

SHOULDPN'T
HAVE DONE

RID YOUR-
SELF OF
THOSE LITTLE
GIRLS AND BRING
MY CROWN TO ME




HEAR THAT? IF THAT WORM CALM DOWN
THE PRINCE HAS HURT ELYON, I  /CORNELIA! HE'S
SWEAR T'LL— JUST TRYING
TO SCARE US!

YOU'RE GOING TO
JOIN HER/

TAMNEE, do yov T

think you could i {.I:I:I ‘:ryf rl
contact Elyon? We Sounenm KEEP CEDRIC
have te find out TELEPATHY! OCCUPIED!

HOW SHE’S
DOING.

N

=, NOYIE..
/%”ﬁ'}}’f“ R

ELYON, WHERE
ARE You?

15—
IS ANYONE
THERE? CAN
ANYBODY



TH-THERE'S

A LIGHT AHEAD.

MAYBE T'M
SAVED!

I'M YOUR MOTHER!
WHAT'S HAPPENED
TO You?

PHOBOS,

| BUT HE...HE

\ TRICKED ME!
HE'S EVIL!

PHOBOS 1S VERY
WEAK, ELYON, BUT YOU
MUST HELP HIM. HE'S
WHAT'S LEFT OF YOUR
FAMILY.

YOUR FATHER AND T

WOULD LOVE TO BE

BY YOUR SIDE, MY
LITTLE ONE!

I MIsS YOU sO
MUCH!

YOU...
I KNOW yYou!
YOU'RE...




I'M OVER HERE!
TARANEE!

OUT LOUD! 'M USING

MENTAL CONTACT TO

BY THINKING REALLY

HARD! ARE YOU OKAY?

2t

o

I'M BEING

' HELD PRISONER... —

1 FAINTED, BUT 1
THINK I'M STILL
IN ONE PIECE!

Dy
X ’%ﬁ’//ﬁﬁlw@gﬁﬁ*}_\ |

[|

i

EVERYTHING'S OKAY, WILL!
ELYON |5 PHOBOS'S
PRISONER. SHE FAINTED,
BUT SHE'S NOT DEFEATED.
PHOBOS WANTS HER
ALIVE, AT LEAST UNTIL
HE'S GOT HIS
HANDS ON THE




" THE CROWN! THAT'S
COTTA BE BOTH THE
PROBLEM AND OUR

AR,

\

PHOBOS CAN'T WIN WITHOUT (1,'%%@-’

/T, BUT US HAVING IT U
DOESN'T HELP /) :
EITHER! 7 o - USELESS RIGHT

7 / i NOW. THE SPELL ON

IT WILL ONLY HURT

ENOUGH OF
THIS FIGHTING,
CEDRIC! YOU WANT
THE CROWN?
TAKE IT!

GRRRRR... "
SO YOU'RE FINALLY |

GIVING UP,

ARE YOUu?




~
b

Will, what are you doing?
You're not rea]ly going to f\
give him the crown,
are you?

I JUST HOPE
THIS WORKS!_/,
. C/

—

I know what
I'm doing,
Cornelia.
Trust me!

4ol

SURE,
CEDRIC.

COME AND /
GET IT! £

I'D
BE HAPPY
TO GIVE IT

_/.._
£

YOU UNDERHANDED LITTLE SNAKE!
YOU'RE NOT FIGHTING FAIR!

" i

PON'T TALK TO ME ABOUT
MANNERS! YOU'RE NOT S0




AS THE CROWN COMES INTO g™ 1
conTacT wirw ceoric, It | - Yegrdo'sﬁ" D'g,ﬂﬂ
RELEASES THE EVIL EFFECTS || | 1 Yo ?
THAT PHOBOS INFUSED WITH [\ '
HIS SPELL... r \ . 3 THAT CROWN
: ] - ABSORBS POWERS!
SO I THOUGHT, IF IT
WORKED ON
ELYON'S ASTRAL
™. DROP..

..WHY SHOULDN'T IT WORK
ON CEDRIC TOO?

»/

()

" THINKING, WILL!
HE'S BACK TO HIS
TRUE FORM!




%)

IT'S NOT OVER
YET! PHOBOS'S
SPELL IS STILL
AFFECTING THE
CROWN...

FOCUS YOUR
THERE'S POWERS LIKE
ONLY ONE NEVER BEFORE!

WAy 1O THE HEART OF
KANDRAKAR
HAS DEFEATED

PHOBOS

BEFORE...

\ﬁ/...AND ITLL DO IT
" - AGAIN! Now/!
™

ONE AFTER THE
OTHER, THE FIVE
G/RLS CHANNEL

THEIR POWERS
INTO THE CROWN.

SLOWLY BUT SURELY, SOMETHING
INCREDIBLE STARTS TO HAPFEN!




AHHH!
THE CROWN'S BURNING
HoT!

HUH? WHAT'S
HAPPENING?

I THINK T
CAN TELL You

...BUT T DON'T
THINK YOU'RE
7\ GOING TO BE VERY
HAPPY WITH THE /
ANSWER!




“\

S/LENCE,
INCOMPETENT FOOL!
S0, YOU WEREN'T CAPABLE

WL I 7 :
=71 1BELEVE THIS
15 YOURS.

' OF DESTROYING THE
Guys! GUARDIANS OF
S u AM T GLAD
I TO SEE

THUS, I SHALL DEAL WITH
THEM MYSELF. YOUR TIME

HAS COME, WITCHES!
ARE YOU READY?

V |

A\ N
&I‘EJ“& : s
\\\\\\\\\\\\\ ] ’f;‘f 7 -~ SN\

= ){
/Go on, Elyon. L fref e
J _ e .
A B [ Show him your’rl //
/ :_L\ ;‘]’rengﬂl./' 4 - : ’///(

2, [
N/ weLl Leave
Y § TP |

THAT TO THE

- A8 3 X
R \\\3‘ i ’W p o

PR




THE DARKNESS DISSOLVES,| " 4
AND A NEW DAY BEGINS.

THE CROWN AND ITS RIGHTFLL

IF
WHAT THE PEOPLE | |
OF METAMOOR HAVE |
| | 4wars wanreo... |

AND NO ONE WILL
EXTINGUISH IT AGAIN.




A i [/ 60 AHEAD, LITTLE
< / | eIsTER. T AM NOT

: \ \ arrAD. DO WHAT
.\ Youmusr.

FOR
ALLTHE PAIN
YOU'VE INFLICTED,

! THE PEOPLE OF

/N ~ | MERIDIAN AND T

[ 3 WANT ONLY
ONE THING...

...TO FORGET
ALL ABOUT
you!

WOLLD A HUG
OR A BOW
BE MORE
APPROPRIATE?

I HAVE TO
MAINTAIN
PROPER

ETIQUETTE!

LUMAM...
& mavse you | |
[ sHOULD TAKE| |

/" THERE!
ELYON!

IiT's

DON'T BE SILLY.
I'M ROYALTY NOW.
I'M GLOWING WITH
THE LIGHT OF
MERIDIAN!

LOOK AT THAT CROWD!
WHAT...WHAT DO
1007

I'M NO EXPERT AT
CORONATIONS, BUT
I THINK YOU SHOULD
SAY SOMETHING
TO THEM!

THEIR QUEEN
NOW, ELYON.



QUEEN?

FRIENDS...
PEOPLE OF MERIDIAN...

MY BROTHER'S REIGN
1S OVER FOREVER,
AND I...1 ASK YOUR
FORGIVENESS FOR
EVERYTHING YOU'VE
. SUFFERED!

WITH YOU OF MINE THAT
I PO NOT PESERVE.
ONCE UPON A TIME, MAGIC

FLOWED THROUGH
THIS LAND!

T'VE DECIDED FIRST \
TO SHARE SOMETHING

I CALL UPON MY
POWERS TO RESTORE
5 THAT ENERGY!

feo { THE GROUND 15
_ HEATING UP!




II| A
W, MAY MERIDIAN
\ ‘sPRING BACK
__.}\ 7O LIFE!

AAAN

SaEn]

LIFIFidi

NOTHING RES/STS ELYON'S
ORDERS—NOT EVEN A SINGLE
HEDGE OF BLACK ROSES. THE N
OF THE FLOWERY CAGE ||\
BUST OFEN...

...AS THE TIME HAS COME
FOR /TS PRISONERS TO BE

SET FREE!

MERIDIAN COMES
BACK TO LIFE.

THE FUTURE BEGINS HERE.




YOU'RE RIGHT,
PHOBOS...

'‘RE JUST A

LITTLE GIRL!

AGH! ALL THAT POWER, AND IT'S
WASTED ON THOSE WRETCHES!

FOOLISH

..BUTT'M A
FOOLISH LITTLE
GIRL WHO'S
FINALLY
HAPPY'!

AS A TIBETAN
SAYING GOES,
"IF YOU DON'T
UNDERSTAND
YOUR PUNISHMENT,
YOU DESERVE
ANOTHER ONE!"

THIS IS FOR YOU, CORNELIA.
IT'S FROM VATHEK.

I DON'T KNOW WHAT TO SAY
TO YOU ALL. WITHOUT YOU, NONE
OF THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN

POSSIBLE!

WE

JusT DID

WHAT 442
70 BE
DONE.

WILL YOU BE COMING BACK
TO HEATHERFIELD?

I DON'T THINK S0,
CORNELIA. TH/S IS
MY WORLD NOW.
BUT YOU'LL COME
TO VISIT ME,
WON'T You?

Q YOU CAN COUNT

ON THAT! BUT...
R\K HEY! WHAT'S
HAPPENING?

DON'T
LOOK AT ME!
I DIDN'T TOUCH

ANYTHING!

EVERYTHING CAN'T
JUST DISAPPEAR LIKE

THIS! T DIDN'T GET MY
HERO'S BADGE OF
HONOR! I PIPN'T GET
7O S/GN A SINGLE
AUTOGRAPH!




HUH?

. WHERE THE HECK
ARE WE?
YOU HAVE g fn

COMPLETED 44
YOUR TASK,
GUARDIANS!

You always )
make the best
. first impression.

DO YOU KNOW A
DIFFERENT ONE?

C 1 am TUE oRACLE, AnD T A
50 PLEASED TO FINALLY
MEETYOU.
e

ONE OF OUR
MEMBERS IN
PARTICULAR

IS ESPECIALLY




AFRAID NOT,
IRMA.

YOU WERE ALL
WONDERFUL! T'M 50
PROUD OF EACH OF You!

I5...15 OUR
MISSION OVER?

YES, WILL.
UNDER THE BEST
CIRCLIMSTANCES

TOO.

B8\ \"(9"' S

o \.\c\

T




AN EASY ONE, BUT
You TRULY OUTDID
YOURSELVES!

YOUR TASK WAS NOT

NOT ONLY DID YOU DEFEND
THE VEIL, BUT YOU ALSO
HELPED BRING LIFE AND

LIGHT BACK TO METAMOOR.

I WILL BE BACK TO TAKE
MY PLACE, AND THAT
gAY, YOU WILL HAVE

NO CHANCE OF BEING

SPARED!

...AND DEFEAT
ITS TYRANT!

MAY THEY BE EXILED
TO THE TOWER OF
M/STS! THEY WILL
NOT LEAVE
THAT PLACE
LUNTIL THEIR
HEARTS ARE

SEEING THEM
g 1| FOR A WHILE,

I SUPPOSE YOUR
QUESTIONS ARE
ENDLESS. WHAT
WOULD YOU LIKE TO
KNOW?

THEY ARE NO LONGER
YOUR PROBLEM, GUARDIANS.
THEY ARE IN KANDRAKAR'S
CUSTODY NOW.

THOUGHT
ABOUT THIS PLACE SO THAT GLUY
MANY TIMES, BUT I NEXT TO YOU...
NEVER IMAGINED IT'D
LOOK LIKE THIS! il

CLAUS?




<
UM...DON'T MIND HER. THERE
ARE SO MANY THINGS WE'D LIKE TO
KNOW THAT WE'RE NOT SURE
WHERE TO START!

/EKC Use

MEg?

THERE WILL COME
A TIME FOR ANSWERS,
BUT THAT TIME IS

NOT NOW.

EVEN THOUGH
THIS PART OF YOUR
MISSION |5 OVER, YOU
WILL CONTINUE

TO BE OUR

GUARDIANS...

/... AND YOU WILL ONE DAY
HAVE THE POWER TO
FIND THE ANSWERS TO

EVERYTHING ON
YOUR OWN!

/'ak
[ o
s

WE MAY NEED
YOUR HELP
AGAIN IN THE
FUTURE. BE
VIGILANT AND
HEED OLIR
CALL!

YOUR
POWERS WILL
DEFEND NOT ONLY

YOUR WORLD
BUT ALL WORLDS

UNDER THE
WATCHFUL EYE OF
KANDRAKAR!




SO IT SHALL BE UNTIL
% FIVE NEW GUARDIANS
TAKE YOUR PLACE.

AND NEVER

FORGET WHERE TRUE |

POWER LIES!

TRUE POWER?
warrr

SOON YOU WILL
RETURN TO YOUR
NORMAL LIVES. USE
YOUR POWERS
WISELY!

NOT NOW, WILL.
THE ORACLE HAS A SERIOUS
TASK TO ATTEND TO.

HE'S ABOUT TO BRING DOWN
THE VE/L THAT SEPARATES
MERIDIAN FROM THE REST
OF THE KNOWN WORLDS.

THIS IS A SERIOUS
MOMENT FOR ALL

l':.. . ”
®
'..al"- A i
LAY ]

NOW THAT THE THREAT

OF PHOBOS IS GONE, WE HAVE

NO REASON TO KEEP THE
BARRIER!




A UNIVERSE AWAY, ON META-
MOOR, NO ONE NOTICES...

THAT

. NOTHING
THAT WHICH WAS W B wiL ever

BORN TO BE UNITED,
RETURN TO BEING A PART ] THE
OF THE WHOLE!

BY MY COMMAND,
MAY THE VEIL CEASE 4N ;
TO EXIST! a

2 )
"'f-l-

NO BARRIERS!

NO LIMITS! THIS IS
THE FREE WORLD
OVER WHICH

A WORLD NOW \,
ENTRUSTED TO
THE FIVE OF




GIRLS, WE'LL
MEET AGAIN! WITH THE
HEART OF KANDRAKAR, YOU
CAN RETURN WHENEVER

THIS IS YOUR SECOND HOME.
THIS 1S THE PASSAGEWAY TO
EVERY OTHER PLACE!

(2)

FAREWELL AND HAVE NO FEAR!
NEVER, EVER BE AFRAID.

WAIT, GRANDMA.

w4 L v 4

IN A HEARTBEAT,
IT'S ALL OVER.




PIDN'T EXPECT THAT FROM

GRANDMA! NOW WE KNOW

EVEN LESS THAN WE DID
AT THE BEGINNING!

WILL, THE HEART OF
KANDRAKAR—LUSE IT
TO TAKE US BACK!

I THINK MAYBE WE ,
SHOULD WAIT. /¢

DIDN'T YOU HEAR : - ' ...BUT
WHAT THE ORACLE SAID? : WHEN THAT
NOW'S NOT THE TIME FOR TIME COMES,

WE'LL BE
ALL THE ANSWERS. READY!




I DON'T KNOW OH SHOOT! THAT'S
sv?Hz?f ABOUT NOW, BUT RIGHT! I HAVEN'T SAME HERE.
2 TOMORROW THERE'S| | STUPIED! LET'S SEE IF
A MATH QUIZ!

MS. RUDOLPH WILL

MOVE IT TO MONDAY!
AFTER ALL,
WE DID SAVE HER
WORLD. SHE OWES
us, B/G-TIME.

HA-HA-HA!
I DOUBT SHE'D
AGREE TO THAT,

IRMA!

' MAN! WHAT'S A GIRL

GOTTA DO TO AVOID
FAILING A QUIZ AT SCHOOL
ANYWAY? SAVE THE
ENTIRE UNIVERSE?

NOT A BAD IDEA,
BUT WITH OUR LUCK,
WE'D END UP HAVING

TODOITON A
WEEKEND!

END OF
CHAFTER 2




Read on in Volume 4!



ASTONISHED BY...
Almost III. yeats old, Scorpio,

.. born October 31 4 (U
\,!_5 she was Cornelia’s best :

{:ﬁmd until she encountered
Cedric and suddenly went to

Metamoor. Since then, she has split
with the other girls and has become

the worst enemy of the Guardians

of Kandrakar.

+- From Cedric, she learned the people of
Metamoor expected her to become the
Ligb‘t OF Me]’idian, future ruler of \JJf |
that realm where the female offspring of the !
royal line become sovereign. Her brother,
Pb Obos, is the regent in the interim

and is looking forward to Elyon’s rule

(according to Cedric).

Elyon uses J1€ a‘ﬁ've” m agical
powers. They have nothing to do with

nature, but they come from the energy of the

world and control matter.




-

ASTONISHED

Pobos

Elyon’s older brother.

After the disappearance of his parents, the

sovereigns of Meridian, he takes his place
on the throne, which should rightfully

belong to his sister.

7/

4

_

Thirsty for power, Prince Phobos has

\\) kepe Meridian on ifs knees

by absorbing the land’s magical energy.

To keep his ambition in check,
Kandrakar’s Congregation of Wise Men
erected the wau around the kingdom.

Ruthless and haughty, Phobos reveals
himself through the MUrmurers,

a faithful court of his own creation.

He bas a4 dream—to absorb

Elyon’s endless magical energy
and destroy the Wall,

" allowing him to return

N conquering other

worlds and dimensions,

+

€
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ASTONISHED BY...

Cedric

Prince Phobos’s right

hand man. His other,

% human identity is a
"l booksellerin
Heatherfield- ¢

He's one of the
monstrous, faithful

= 3 -
S y assistants to Phobos. \

His anfique bookstore,
Ye Olde Book Shop, was the cover for
Elyon’s investigations with his aide
Vathek (who then partnered with Caleb
as part of the Meridian rebels).

Like every Metamoor

resident, Cedric can change

his appearance; he’s actually

“reptilian-

His only ambition is to be a part of the

Court of Murmuers,

reporting to the Prince of Meridian.




ASTONISHED BY...

Caleb is the young leader of the

Rebels of Meridian,

a clandestine organization seeking

the end to Prince Phobos’s reign.
Its base (also used for other people
revolting) lies in the city’s infinite

underground.

His faithful lieutenant is
Va‘ﬂ]ek‘ who, upon leaving
Cedric’s loyalty, has completely

converted to the rebels’ cause.

Born as a Murmufer,
Caleb developed a will and a

conscience that led him to rebel

against the control of his creator,

Phobos.

Caleb is the love of Comeﬁa’s

dreams. The future of their love is

still up in the ait...
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