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< ap |
Jdancing to q / il Z
—different Tune 4

=1 ’ .
“There’s nothing better than eve\ryo } //’/

being happy together...” [

\
:;» l.'/




THE DAWN
OF A NEW

You have
a new
message.




Don't you
wanna know
who sent

it?

AT
THIS HOUR,
IT'S CLEARLY
SOMEONE
INSANE.

I DON'T
BELIEVE YOU.

Easy! l've
got sensitive )
keys!

remember to
delete the message!
I'm risking
indigestion
here.

: AND HERE T WAS I
//’ z ;\ THINKING T1'D SURPRISE
,;.\t. ‘IJ HIM WITH THE CP




- —{ WANT TO HEAR
WHAT'S NEW,

m’w’ﬁi (.

HUGE CHANGES |
LIKE THIS MAKE
HISTORY!

/“‘-
7
| haven't ' !
& | had the /A e |
. chance. | ! )
1 |hardly ever .
see her e
and... 2 a0
P - MEAN YoU
. HARDLY
EVER SEE
HER?

You LIVE
UNDER

you tell
her?




I JUST WANT TO FIND
THE RIGHT WORDS,
BUT I'LL TELL HER
AS SOON AS

SHE COMES
DOWN.

T KNOW,
BUT SHE'S
ALWAYS
S0 BUSY,
AND T WAS
PRACTICING

WHAT ARE

YOU WORRIED

ABOUT? SHE'S

YOUR DAUGHTER.

I'M SURE SHE'LL
BE HAPPY.

TELL ME WHAT,
MOM?

YAY, A MEGA- \ RELAX, SUSAN!

BREAKFAST! | DON'T BAN/C!
THIS DAY | N AND Wi,
COULDN'T b g7 o Lo

N,
START ANY o s .

BETTER.




WILL...I NEEP
TELL YOU SOMETHING
IMPORTANT. I'D LIKE

YOU TO LISTEN
CAREFLILLY AND TELL

ME HONESTLY

&
WITH 8iX &)
KINDS OF CHOCOLATE \_ 3
TO SPREAD ON THE 3 v

DONUTS, T'D EVEN -
LIKE URIAH!

UM, ACTUALLY T AM!

ponT

TELL ME
YOU'RE GOING 5
OUT WITH

BUT TELL ME, MOM—

. I'M LISTENING!

/o RS COOL! SEE
< . WHY : YA AT ONE AT
00 DON'T 4 RICHMOON!
WE HAVE D 4
g £ .f-. A QUIET g ¥
- LUNCH :
S | TOGETHER? Z &
WELL, T
JUST WANTED
TO ASK YoU...

Al BYE—AND THANKS
7\ FOR THE ME-GA-
"\ BREAK-FAST!

|
J

i
| P
|. Y
1 o
p - -
I|| -

OOF! @
ALWAYS
NA
RUSH! .

1__/...?\ _



)

I'VE 60T
LOTS PLANNED
FOR TODAY. T
PROMISE IT'S
GONNA BE

SPECIAL! _

I

T

HANG ON!
YOU DON'T
KNOW WHAT
I'VE GOT
LINED UP.

\/

WHAT?
TELL ME
EVERY-
THING!

a

/" OM, MATT,
IT ALREADY

/]

TO START WITH, A TASTER OF
ALL THE PRESENTS I’GOT
you!

L

DUNNO
WHAT TO

say! PON'T SPEAK,

TAKE A PEEK!

yYou
WRAPFED
IT, DIDN'T

I HOPED IT
WOULDN'T BE
S0 oBvIous!

IT 15,
AND IT'S
BEAUTIFUL!

PRESENTS?




A FROG-
PATTERN
BANDANNA!
I LOVE
FROGS AND
BANDANNAS!

YOU'D BE
HORRIFIED!

TRUST ME!
IT's A
SLRPRISE.

ANOTHER
ONE?

YUP! IF YOU DON'T LIKE IT, T TAKE o
W\ COMFORT IN KNOWING I'M THE CHEES/IEST |




WELL...DO

LET's sAY
IT'S WHERE YOU
FIRST STRUCK
ME...

I BROUGHT
YOU HERE
BECAUSE...

you rRecoonize[ TS
THS PLACE?




THE pay

STARTED

WELL FOR

SOMEONE
ELSE

S T

i THIS WAS BY
T , FAR YOUR BEST
REHEARSAL,
CORNELIA. WELL
DONE!
THANK
you, X
Miss = fe-
PINNEY! AF !

ELEGANT, LIGHT, AL
AND THE TIMING 3, E
WAS PERFECT!

e il [l ol

I'M PROUD
OF You!
IT'S ALMOST
TIME FOR THE
REG/ONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP,
AND IF You
KEEP UP THIS
EFFORT...

...I'M SURE WE'LL
SEE YOU ON TOP OF ‘ :
THE PODILIM! _ Y __ A

"TO THINK
I HESITATED TO
PICK YOU FOR THE

FINALS. YOU SEEMED ¢

NERVOUS AND
DISTRACTED...

AT

"...BUT THAT BAD | NEVER MIND.
PATCH 1S GONE!" T'LL WALK!
Fri . NOTHING
. couLp spolL/ J
! ] S MY MOOD.
IS GONE FeeLS

LIKE MY
100! _ A1 Llicky )




[
I'M HELPING THE
GUYS WITH THEIR
INSTRUMENTS...

I'M THEIR ONLY
BUDDY WITH

AFTER ALL,
WE'VE ALL

ﬂ,-
CORNELIA!

L/ PETER! WHAT ARE YoU

CAN I GIVE
DOING HERE? YOou A
J

T THOUGHT YoU =
KNEW! TONIGHT AT
THE ROCK-AND-ROLL | REALLY?
CAFE! THE LONG WILL DIDN'T
AWAITED HAPPY MENTION IT.
HOUR + LIVE MUsSIe | STRANGE...
AND COBALT BLUE |
ARE PLAYING.
THEY'VE BEEN

WELL, SHE
MUsST'VE
HAD HER

REASONS.

I KNOW WHAT YOLI'RE
THINKING, YOU STILL

h /\\

L SHOW LP AT THE BEACH
PARTY...

s
|
o
L




“IT WAS SUCH
A PLEASANT
SURPRISE
WHEN YOU CAME
TO GIVE ME THE
INVITATION. ..*

"...BUT THEN I
MANAGED TO RUIN

EVERYTHING!

e

A5 SEENIN |
CHAPTER 47

"TO START,
YOU OFFERED TO
PICK ME UP, BUT

I MADE UpP

AN EXCUSE

TO COME BY

MYSELF.

CAME BY, AND
I DIDN'T WANT
TO LISTEN TO
HER LUNKIND

COMMENTS
ABOUT YOU.

/ . WITH THAT SCRUFFY
LOOK! OUR DAAARLING
CORNELIA SHOULD HANG
OUT WITH BOYS WORTHY

"s0 1 CAME
TO THE PARTY. |
YOU DIDN'T
SEE ME. YOU |
WERE JOKING
AND LAUGHING
WITH YOUR
FRIENDS...

"...AND I DON'T
KNOW WHAT CAME
OVER ME...I D/IPN'T
FEEL LIKE FACING
THE SITUATION. T

WAS AFRAID!

\

\
OH, IF THAT'S WHAT
YOU PREFER, SEE
YOU THERE,

THEN! 4

I
"AFRAID OF NOT
BEING GOQD
ENOLIGH...

OF LOOKING
SILLY...
AFRAID OF
EVERYTHING!
I FELT SO
INSECLIRE
AND OUT OF

“S0 I DECIDED TO
LEAVE WITHOUT
SAYING HL"




ANDP YOU CALLED ME
7O SAY YOl WERE
HOME S/CK.

700 BAD THE
NUMBER ON
THE SCREEN

FROM YOUR

UM...NOTHING
IMPORTANT.
BUT You
WANTED...

I NEVER DID

O 2

o

DRAGON, fo
! WANTED TO AsK...

MUST BE HARD TO
BE SO FAR APART
WHEN YOU CARE
ABOUT EACH
OTHER...




Bur
SOMETIMES |\
BEING CLOSE |
CAN BE EVEN
HARDER...

LOTS OF PEOPLE
ARE BETTER THAN
ME, AND THERE'S

ONE STEP I CAN'T
N\ GET RIGHT...

YOU'LL GET
IT...WHAT
PO WE DO

TODAY?

I MEAN...

IT SEEMED WAY
EASIER AT FIRST...

I'M TRYING TO LEARN

ALL THE STEPS, BUT

HIP-HOP CAN BE SO

COMPLICATED!

I HAVE
TO PRACTICE.
I WANT TO
MANAGE
TO DO THE
WINDMILL.

THE I FELL
LAST TIME AND HAD TO ;
I TRIED WAS GIVE UP. i

A DISASTER.

g THAT'S ALL SHE
il CAN THINK

I DON'T
KNOW. SOME
CLASSMATES
ARE GOING TO
HELP ME.
THEY'RE REALLY
GOOD, AND IF T
WORK HARD...




I NEVER ASKED YOU
TO STOP DOING IT,

PANCING
=)
IMPORTANT

TO ME! WHY

DON'T you
GET IT?

WHAT?

s




I MEANT
WATCH THE
SHOULDER!
I HURT IT
WHEN I

OKAY. CALL
ME WHEN YoOU
HAVE TIME.




I SHOULPA STOPPED HIM—

I SHOULPA TOLD HIM HOW HAY-HAY, STOP!
HARD IT WAS TO SEE HIM FIRST OF ALL,

LEAVE...BUT I LET HIM STOP WITH THE
GO WITHOUT EVEN SHOULPA...

OR AT LEAST TRIED!

SAYING GOOD-BYE.

...AND LOOK OUTSIDE.

IT'S A GORGEOUS

DAY! LET'S GO

FOR A WALK!

> For once,
IRMA'S RIGHT.

HOW ABOUT
§ N A SATURDAY OF
\ ( ReETAIL THERAPY?

A

I C-CAN'T!
I N-NEED TO
SEE ERIC...




I NEED IT
MORE THAN
A/R!

...1 8AY
WE LEAVE BEFORE THE

TORNADO FLINGS
us out!

YEAH! AND
SINCE THERE'S A
STORM BRE

BUT THIS
ISN'T A PERSONAL
MOTIVE, CORNY!
THIS IS AN ACTUAL

— ¢ _. )
p —2 = : EMERGENCY!



OPEN HILL, A FEW
HUNDRED MILES :
FROM HEATHERFIELD. [

A QUIET COLNTRY
TOWN SURROLINCED
BY PEACEFUL HILLS.

LEAST ONE RELAXING [\
WEEKEND HERE.

Licky ENOUGH
TO LIVE IN THIS
LITTLE PARADISE
YET CAN'T
AFFPRECIATE IT.

I HATE THE
LAWNS AND THE
FLOWERS AND

THE SINGING

I HATE THEM IF
I CAN'T SHARE
THEM WITH

l\ma.




THIS IS
ERIC'S NEW
HOUSE?

S 2 B 1
UH-OH, IRMA. —_ 4
11 YOU SPOKE :

LUNLESS
I'M SEEING
THINGS,
THAT'S
REALLY
HAY LIN,

E DIPPEAR-— 41!‘ | . 5
=" Y _
SOMETHING'S N 5‘5 A‘!;_.d | |

WRONG! THIS ar
NEVER HAPPENED

] i 2 B —%
W ) g Ve — Y\ '
seFore! | ’gfif ‘M?@ 5’ g L |




CEDRIC HAS
BEEN STRIPPED
OF HIS POWERS,

SOME THINGS LEAVE | | HE.CAN'T WRAP HIS HE'S STARTING TO

SPEE, HEAD AROUND THE HOPE THAT THE BOOK
. ooty CHAT HE HAD WITH BUT HE CAN STILL MIGHT ACTUALLY HELP
O Fos pootmas THE MYSTERIOUS SRt AG T HIM. IT COULD READ
; SN THAT Can = HIS THOUGHTS, GIVE

CEDRIC KNOWS WHAT | | sopie merd 3 ]
THAT'S LIKE. o, A NAME TO HIS PAIN.....

UNLIKE ALL
THE FAKE BOOKS
HE'S FOLND, HE

KNOWS FOR SURE

THAT THIS ONE
/S SPECIAL AND
VERY POWERFUL.

M_,CE*) "
\J

THE PAIN
OF A MAN
WHO DOESN'T
RECOGN/ZE
HIMSELF...

... WHO'S NOW
TRAPPED IN A WORLD
DEVOID OF MAGI/C,
EXCEPT FOR THE
CRUEL MAGIC OF
HIS ENEMIES.

@’BATB _

REPEAT
WHAT I
TOLD You!

i




I WANT TO MAKE SURE YOU
UNDERSTAND THE TERMS
OF THE DEAL WE'RE
ABOUT TO MAKE!

THAT FIRM
VOICE, THAT
COMMANDCING
TONE, THAT
SUPERIOR
MANNER. .. CEDRIC IS ANNOYED
BY THE MYSTERIOUS
T BOOK'S ATTITUPE. ..
...BUT HE CAN'T |
g i cavr sz
AS |F HE'S BEEN %}"Eﬁ; ?&waﬁoi
HYPNOTIZED. MADE — WE
WANTS TO ACCEFT!

THE CREATURE
TRAPPED IN THE T Souts
BOOK WANTS WE'RE J
70 BE FREED COMPATRIOTS! A e
N g PO [ REVENGE.. %5
CEDRIC'S WORLD, +

e
ONLY IF WE

COOPERATE WILL
WE ACHIEVE
OUR GOALS!

YOU'RE
IMPRISONED
INSIPE A BOOK...
AND I IN A BopY
AND A WORLD
I DON'T
RECOGNIZE.

IN
EXCHANGE
FOR YOUR HELP,
I'LL GIVE YOU
NEW MAGICAL




THE GEMS THAT
CONTAIN THE GOOPD SIPE
OF THE ELEMENTS, HIDPEN
IN FIVE DIFFERENT
LOCATIONS AROUND

HEATHERF!ELK

L)

AND IN ORDER
TO SET You
FREE...

YOU MUST
FIND THE FIVE
MAGIC GEMS TO
PLACE IN THE
SLOTS ON MY

COVER.

PRECISELY!
BUT BE CAREFUL.
ONLY ELEMENTAL
CREATURES
CAN...

GUARDING THE
SYMBOLS AND
RETRIEVE
THE GEMS.

YOU HAVE

ALL THE
INFORMATION [ WRONG! WE MUST
YOU NEED. DISCUSS MY COVER OPENS? HOW
T HAVE . REWARD NOW. WILL YOU RESTORE

NO‘I‘E!N@ - MY POWERS? /[
Ny _. AND WHEN? /P
' / T Y

] / y J '

e A \

> [ &

- / f . ."':-,

%0 ¢ o\
s/ N
iy m
| GEM YOU INSERT, [ £

/4l ONE OF THE LOCKS i /G

4 ’1 s \

WHAT EXACTLY WILL
HAPPEN ONCE THE

S0 FIRST
YOU'LL HAVE
TO FIND WORTHY
ASS/STANTS

FOR sUCH

WITH EACH

7 : QUIET! YOU'LL
4 /11 § / KNOW IN DUE TIME.
\ Y WE'LL ACT TOGETHER
TO SLAKE YOUR

ME CLOSER TO
FREEDOM!




"...AND MY HUNGER
FOR FREEDOM!" Tz
~ WITH GOOII:‘ URGH! MY
REASON. IT'S . LUNCH WITH MOM!
LUNCHTIME! I COMPLETELY 4

UH-OH!
MYy STOMACH'S
GRUMBLING!

I WISH I
\{couLp sTay, But i

WE CAN MEET
UP TONIGHT.
WHADPAYA SAY?

I SAY
THAT'S
PERFECT.
THE WHOLE |
DAY 1S
Pfﬂ;fc‘f ?;7

NO WORRIES. I
NEED SOME TIME THIS
AFTERNOCON TOO TO
SORT OUT...UM...
SOME STUFF!

# A 707 ( HEH-HEH...
T BAY YOU GAVE | F* | THE BEST IS
ME THE BEST - 77 | ==, YET TO COME,
MONTH-VERSARY E BABY!
EVER, MATT! "

SEE YOU AT SIX
A~ OUTSIDE THE BOOK-
SHOP DOWNTOWN,




"...CHASING
A MOMENT OF

"COOL! SEE yA!l'" I y. 2
THEN WHERE ARE ) |~ I',/;' 3

"PO WE REALLY
HAVE TO
RUN AROUND
ALL DAY...

PEACE THAT [}
NEVER COMES?" 2‘

I'M HERE!

YUM! T'M STARVING!
WHAT'S GOOD HERE?

il | || voes My srarey-
4  EYED DAUGHTER

HAS SOMETHING
TO TELL ME, BY

>
<1ET'S SEE...
T'D START WITH A
| |V searoop appeTizER...
| /THEN, T'D RECOMMEND SOME
DELICIOUS MACARONL...
AND WE COULD END WITH
SOMETHING SWEET!

ANY CHANCE?




OH, MOM, HE'S 50...50...

SPECIAL! HE HAD SO MANY
PRESENTS AND SURPRISES
FOR ME THIS MORNING FOR

SENSITIVE AND CARING
AND K/ND AND FUNNY...

HE'S SWEET AND

NOT TO MENTION SO

HANPSOME, AND HE
PLAYS GUITAR 80
WELL AND... 3

OUR MONTH-VERSARY!

SO BASICALLY,
A HEAP OF GOOP
QUALITIES! WE'LL HAVE
TO INVITE HIM FOR DINNER
S0 T CAN JUDGE FOR MYSELF. |

/ REALLY,
of MOM? THAT'D
BE AWESOME!

...A WHOLE EVENING WITH
AN OLD, BORING

BUT...

I WOLILDN'T

WANT MATT

TO FEEL
UNCOMFORTABLE...
I MEAN, YOU'VE

MET BEFORE, BUT /-
IT'S DIFFERENT
HANDLING. ..

UM...
THAT'S NOT
WHAT T MEANT...

I WAS JUsT...
WORRIED ABOUT
HIM AND...PUT
MY FOOT IN MY
MOUTH,
HUH?

I WOULDN'T
SAY THAT...
You Just
LOOK LIKE
A GIRL IN




30

YOU KNOW, HONEY, TWO
THINGS MAKE A MOM
REALLY HAPPY: KNOWING

THAT HER DAUGHTER
IS HAPPY...

...AND BEING ABLE

TO SHARE THAT
HAPFPINESS

WITH HER!

YOU TELLING ME
ABOUT YOURSELF,
SHARING YOUR JOY
WITH ME, MEANS
A LOT TO ME. MAYBE
IT'S HARD TO UNDER- A

STAND, BUT... =3

I'M HAPPY TO HEAR
WHEN YOU HAVE GOOD
NEWS TOO, LIKE WHEN YOUR
BOSS GIVES YOU A RAISE
OR EXTRA VACATION! I LOVE
HAVING SOMETHING TO
CELEBRATE TOGETHER.

WELL...SPEAKING OF
WHICH, WILL, T WANTED
TO TELL YOU...




Did...Did
something

WILL? IT'S
IRMA! I'M AT
HAY-HAY'S WITH
CORNELIA, AND...
WELL...coULD
YOU MEET US

ASAP?

Nooo! |
mean...yes,
but nothing

huge...| mean,
we tried to
TELEPORT TO [ | j 1N 2
ERIC'S HOUSE | i _ : ‘ Il
and... : - —_— :

NO, No, NO! I MEAN...YOU CAN
IT's ALL TELL SHE DIDN'T TAKE Can't you wait
! IT TOO WELL! an hour? I'm
’ out having
lunch with

N ..z

SOMETHING

) ALL GOOD,
MY FOOT! The magic

lasted three seconds,
then we were back home,
and now it's even worse
than before because Hay
Lin can't get over it and...

Will...the situation is About what's

already DREADFUL, happening with our

and in an hour, it'll ;
i powers, Will! So
be DESPERATE! Maybe are you coming

we should ask for
Kandrakar's
advice...

IF YOU HAVE
TO GO, GO...




11 1 Lo WOUILD You
; A - LIKE TO ORDER,

L Miﬂib glgg’f — MAAM? A
TELL HER..." E’:‘:‘:ﬁ* 1/, .
f > = ‘ 3

/: r‘; o ! '?_3 B : z Z

r ; : —

1S | Yl

i !
MAYBE A DESSERT... | (e

I NEED A PICK- BE FINE. YOU /

JUST HAVE
T0..."

RIGHT AWAY,

. S

==
Bz \\\

n

C

- 2
.

-
"CHEER UP, SUSAN.
| AFTER ALL, IT'S

JUST POSTPONED, |
BUT THIS TIME, IT'S
DIFFERENT. DPON'T
YOU FEEL CALMER,

MORE RELAXED?

" SOONER OR LATER, SHE'LL
COME THROUGH THAT GATE,
SEE ME, AND...SHE'LL KNOW
I'M HERE FOR HER...THAT,

I'M SORRY...

I wAas sO
SELFISH!
I SHOLULDA
PUT MYSELF
IN HER
SHOES TO
; GET HOW
HYPED SHE
| /1S ABOUT
HER
| PANCING T




BUT I'D BE LYING IF I SAID
SEEING THEM S0 HAPPY AND )
CHEERFUIL TOGETHER A=
DOESN'T BUG ME! e

]

TFEEL
LIKE THEY'RE
STEALING THE
TIME WE SHOULD
BE SPENDING
TOCETHER.

A T DIDN'T EXPECT...
I DIDN'T THINK...
IT'S NICE TO SEE
YOU HERE!

I...TARANEE...
7 I WANTED TO
W\ APOLOGIZE FOR...

—

PLEASE [ NERVOUS
DON'T... AND TREATED

I'M THE YOoU €0
ONE WHO BADLY...

NEEDS TO
APOLO-

HAVE A LOOK
AT THESE
INSTEAD!

e




HAPPY HOUR +

LIVE MUSIC AT THEY'RE FOR

THEEROCK—AHD- TONIGHT! COBALT
ROLL CAFE! T BLUE ARE PLAYING,
HEARD ABOUT

AND I THOUGHT WE
\ COULD SPEND A
NICE EVENING... A

IT FROM

THANK You!
I CAN'T WAIT. T
HAVE SO MUCH

S0 YOU CAN FINALLY
SHOW ME SOME OF
YOUR PANCE
MOVES!

HIP-HOP STEP
I COULDN'T GET

RIGHT —ALL
THANKS TO LUKE

AND SHEILA.
THEY'RE GREAT AT
IT! THEY TOLD ME
IT'S ALL ABOUT
BALANCE,
BECAUSE...

7'S ONE CRISIS |
AVERTED...

THA







/’\]
a2
o o

WE CAN'T KEEP

I SAY WE PRETENDING
GO TO KANPRAKAR NOTHING'S

AND ASK FOR AN
EXPLANATION. HAPPENING!

AND I SAY
IF WE DO THAT
NOW, THE ORACLE
WILL WANT AN
EXPLANATION

WILL'S ON HER WAY,
WHY THAT LOOK? AND THE ONLY REASON
HAVE YOU COUNTED TARANEE |SN'T HERE

HOW MANY PEOPLE 15 BECAUSE OF
ARE IN THIS PANCE CLASS.

PRECISELY.
SHE'S CLEARLY FOUND
SOMETHING THAT'S
MORE IMPORTANT

[,
UM...SPEAKING
CARDEBOARD

THERE'S A X
CARDBOARD BOX
HERE. THE
DELIVERY &UY
GAVE IT TO ME
DOWNSTAIRS.

OR SOMEONE...
SINCE SME'S STARTED
HANGING OUT WITH |/
TUAT CARDBOARD )/
CUT-0UT JENSEN



oof! IF THERE'S A
SURPRISE INSIDE...
IT'S A HEAVY

AWESOME HAY LIN!"
OOOH! YOU'VE

|

OPEN IT!

& And you'
L7 BRAIN is the best-
kept SECRET of all! Use
it when you get the chance!

~ WHAT A BUNCHA
BUSYBODIES! MAYBE
HAY LIN WANTS SOME

I D-DON'T THINK T
CAN FACE ALL THIS...

IT..IT'S A

wowowow!
SO BEING FAR

N\ APART HAS ITS
\ BENEFITS!

OUCH! T WAS
TRYING TO
LIGHTEN THE




DEAR HAY LIN, 8 I'M ON THE PORCH OF
YOU DON'T MY NEW HOUSE. IT'S A
KNOW How CLEAR NIGHT, AND EVERY
HARD T 1S QA g NOW AND THEN, T LOOK

: AT THE STARS..,

p
*...AND WONDER IF THE BRIGHTEST,

YOU'RE DOING THE SAME THE MOST

RIGHT NOW FROM YOUR BEAUTIFUL.

BEDPROOM WINDOW."

HAY LIN...

3

i@gu 3

"YOU GET IT,
RIGHT? THAT
STAR 1S You!"

YOU'LL THINK IT'M A
COWARD. I SHOULD
HAVE TOLD YOU IN
PERSON HOW MUCH
YOU MEAN TO ME.
WELL, YOU'RE
RIGHT. .




"I ALSO WANTED TO
TELL YOU HOW MUCH
IT HURT TO LEAVE
SO SUDVENLY, BUT T
DIDN'T HAVE TIME AND
APOLOG/ZE FOR ONLY
DOING IT NOW.

"I LIKE TO THINK I'VE
SUBCONSCIOUSLY LEFT
THINGS HANGING...
SO T CAN COME BACK
SOON AND PICK UP
WHERE I LEFT OFF...

"...AND SEE YOUR
SMILING EYES
AGAIN AND TELL
you wiTHoUT
HESITATION
THAT...

..CONTACT!
CONNECTION ON
AND WEBCAM
WORKING!

"...AND I THOUGHT I'D
LEND IT TO YOU WHILE
WE'RE APART. IT'LL BE
EASIER TO KEEP IN..."

"OH, BY THE WAY, THE
LAPTOR IN THE BOX IS
MY MOM'S. SHE GAVE IT
TO ME BECAUSE HERE IN
d OPEN HILL SHE CAN USE A
COMPUTER AT UNIVERSITY.

AM T A
COMPUTER
GEN/US OR




myself!

RIGHT e

NOW? !

72" |s that a
threat?

SHADDUP!

ME TO
SWITCH
YOU OFF

IF YOU TWO ARE DONE
FIGHTING, HAY LIN WOULD
LIKE TO USE HER
NEW LAPTOPR.

Good! i)

Get her A

out of (3 @ P -
my : o

PIRELS! 4 ° =

/

Four letters, it
shines at night,
and it rhymes

with “you

RIDPLE
MACHINE?

ALL YOURS. YOU JUusT
GOTTA TYPE THE
FPASSWORPD.

>




| was
waiting

E
CONNECTION!
A MIRACLE OF
TECHNOLOGY!

WE REALLY
GOTTA GO,

RINIGHT?

Whoops! Didn't
realize I was the
third wheel!

--

ACTUALLY,
IT'6 REALLY
LATE...




fR WL WILL. WILL... /

*.{P_p N WHAT AM I GOING TO DO J§

AR WITH You? I BET YoU'LL |
CALL ANY MINUTE TO SAY

RIGHT ON
TIME...

0 o S i MR. COLLINS!
A o, now'o | | DIDNT... ' THE MEETING'S ABOUT
uq.zl_;, ’ Not yet! i TO START.

Y Talking |

to Wil
seems
impos-
sible!

But...it's Z 4
all okay, OH, PEAN,

right? | __ WHAT ARE YOU
mean...you P \ ; SAYING?
haven't
CHANGED

YOUR &

MIND \

-

or... A ]

|~ A y Y A

— W 5 v
You know ‘r? TwEI A

it's the |
thing | Y CAN'T WAIT EITHER!

J warr, \ COME IN
wﬂimgﬂ "' : ‘ SUE! el AN

WORLD!




DEAN...IF SOMEONE TOLD

ME L4ST YEAR THIS WAS | | 50 i e
GOING TO HAPPEN, I'D o
HAVE LALGHED! PLANS AND

PREAMING

YOU PICK THE
DESTINATION,
SUE. T'M READY
FOR ANYTHING,
BECAUSE T

A-AMANDA,

TOGETHER,

vEAl A PROBLEM?

il

I DIDN'T HEAR YOU
COME IN! TS THERE

fn?

I'M
AFRAID

OH, IF WILL
ARRIVES, CAN You
RIGHT PLEASE TAKE CARE

OF HER UNTIL I .
COME BACK? TEL .
q _H=

IN HIS OFFICE RIGHT
AWAY. IT'S ABOUT

AN IMPORTANT
CLIENT.




.GMELL TRY TOBE | —~—— SIMULTECH, SUSAN
BACK AS SOON AS VANDOM'S OFFICE! HMPH!
POSSIBLE. SHE WAS z Ir HOW May
CALLED IN SUDDENLY | IL,J T HELP -
AND... Pt - you? 7
HANG ON /& f
{ A SEC! ‘ ?
[}
| =
¢ I
i

YOU CAN WAIT
IN HER OFFICE 4
IF YOU WANT. 42

NO, MS. VANDOM
IS IN A MEETING...
May T TAKE A
MESSAGE?




PREAM
HOLIDAY
IN THE
CARIBBEAN...
A CRUISE...
A TOUR
IN THE
DESERT...
wow!

SO THAT'S
WHAT SHE
WAS TRYING
TO TELL ME!
WOW...
MEGAWOW,
ULTRAWOW!

POOR STRESSED MOM!

YOU NEED A HOLIDAY, AND
I DIDN'T EVEN LISTEN
TO You!

BUT T PROMISE I
YOU WERE TRYING TO SAY -

D

WON'T GO UNTIL You
TELL ME EVERY-
THING — WHEN WE'RE
LEAVING, WHERE
WE'RE GOING, FOR
HOW LONG...

)



OH NO. : ...I'M COMING,
I REALLY 5 om'—lﬁo w | W YouR SupER-
BUSY MOM /S
GoTIA JUST CALLED. COMING!
: I sAlD You IF ONLY I
WERE WAITING, | “couio... ™

\ AND SHE
I

|
~N

oz

. S, .

L WAIT A
BIT LONGER!
I WodLP IF I
DION'T HAVE
A DATE WITH
MATT!

...GOTTA RUN!

I'M SORRY, BUT
MATT'S ALREADY
WAITING!

NN/

AN




FOUR DAYS LATE, AS

TONIGHT, MY BAND'S

THEY'VE BEEN READY PLAYING, AND BETWEEN L
SINCE TUESDAY. REMEARSAL AND e
I'M SORRY! EVERYTHING... CONCERN ME,
WHEN T ORDERED THEM, BOY. T'M A
T DIDN'T KNOW I'D BE BUSY MAN!

~J

e JIZ NI ¢

3

I THOUGHT I'D
HAVE TIME TO
TAKE THE BOOKS
HOME, BUT IF




...|S IT OKAY IF
I PICK THEM UP
ANOTHER TIME?

THIS IS A
BOOKSHOP,
OLSEN...NOT A
DEPOSITORY!

NOW GO. HURRY,
BEFORE I CHANGE
MY MIND.

YES, GO SEE
YOUR WILL! T'LL
FIND A WAy 70
MAKE You
FAY.




WILL! MATT!
EVERYTHING
il OKAY?

"IT MAKES You
BLIND, IT DISTORTS
REALITY, BUT IT
KEEPS INFECTING
THE HUMANS OF

THIS PLANET.”

IT'S TRULY THE CURSE
OF HUMANK/IND! NoBorY
SEEMS IMMUNE TO
THIS SICKNESS.

C'MERE! IT'S TIME
TO GIVE YOU YOUR
LAST PRESENT!

IT'S SOMETHING
I COULDN'T
WRAP...




...BECAUSE
IT'S INFINITE,
JUST LIKE MY

A\ HAPPINESS!

CONCERT 1S FOR
You, WILL! IT's MY
WAY OF TELLING YOI..I

THAT SINCE You
CAME INTO MY

“‘

...I'VE BEEN
DANCING TO

|\ A ADIFFERENT




60, JAAAY!
YOU'RE THE

T CAN'T BELIEVE IT/
MARTIN! AT A ROCK
~__ CONCERT!

CooL

HUH, WILL?
%%
&
L\

o)

f’r’

NOT ALONE,
PUMPKIN!
S
THIS IS K (04 3
MICHELLE! i\ = @l EncHaNTE!
d R =
G e & éw; : @C
= - W
L i \/ 2 249 :‘“‘\ =

SHE'S MY FRENCH
PEN PAL! T TOLD
YOU ABOUT HER,
REMEMBER?




SO MANY
PEOPLE!

HEH-HEH!
GOOD THING
I RESERVED
A TABLE!

YEAH, SHE'S WITH
NIGEL! I DIDN'T
KNOW THEY WERE

HEY! ISN'T THAT
TARANEE OVER
THERE?

WHAT WOULD
YOU LIKE TO
DRINK?

LET'S SEE...A
FRUITY COCKTALL...| |/

OR A S0DA... | R/4
OR...




WHAT IF THOSE TWO...7
OTHERWISE, WHY WOULDN'T
THEY TELL ME?

THEY DOING HERE?
I DIDN'T KNOW THEY
WERE COMING!

SORRY,
I NEED TO...
USE THE
_RESTROOM! .



BE RATIONAL,
TARANEE! AFTER
ALL, LUKE AND SHEILA
COULDN'T HAVE KNOWN A
YOU'D BE HERE

ARE YOU 50
UFSET? EVEN IF
THERE 'S SOMETHING
BETWEEN THEM,
WHAT'S THE BIG DEAL?

I'M REALLY SO 0KAY \
WITH IT, WHY DOES
THINKING ABOUT
/T MAKE ME FEEL
ALL WEIRD?

HEY, M/SS

SH-SHEILA! IN THE FLESH!

WHAT?
PISOWNING

BUT YOU LOOK
LIKE YOU'VE
SEEN A
. GHOST!




SURE
YOU'RE OKAY,
TARANEE?
YOU LOOK
STRANGE...

5 UUU-UH,

MY FRIENDS... F D
TRUST ME ONCE <

KNOW THEN!
EVERYTHING.

I'M JUST..
SURPRISED TO
SEE YOU HERE! WHY
DIDN'T YOU TELL ME
THIS AFTERNOON?

BECAUSE I DIDN'T |
LUKE ORGANIZED

HE GOT THE
TICKETS FROM
A FRIEND AND

SHOWED UP
AT MY PLACE

ASKING IF 1T

WANTED TO

COME WITH

I TOTALLY
DID. I DON'T
KNOW MANY
PECPLE AND
NEVER GO
OUT ALONE.

=
AND

HE WAS S0
BUMMED
HE COULDN'T
GET AHOLD
OF YOU ON
THE PHONE! /|

IT WAS REALLY
SWEET OF HIM!
THERE AREN'T MANY

GUYS LIKE LUKE,
DON'T YOU THINK,

WHAT, WHAT,




"YEAH! BEFORE
COMING TO GET ME,
HE TRIED CALLING
You, BUT NOBODY
PICKED UP.

THE PHONE...

COME ON,
SHEILA.
THAT'S

RIDICULOUS.

NEVER
MIND. IF IT'S
/MPORTANT,
THEY'LL LEAVE
AMESSAGE.

"AND ON THE WAY
HERE, HE LOOKED
S0 THOUGHTFLUL...
I'M SURE HE
WAS THINKING

WHEN YOL'RE NOT THERE,
HE WON'T STOP SAYING
"TARANEE'S 50 GOOD,
TARANEE'S S0 FUNNY,
TARANEE'S 50

D\ BEAUTIEUL..."

AHA! AND YOU? T SAW
I THINK HE'S YOU'RE HERE WITH
GOT A HUGE SOME G4Y...15 HE

A FRIEND OR




NO WORRIES!
AFTER ALL, M/SS
PARANOIA COOK
SHOULD LEARN NOT
TO TAKE EVERYTHING
50 SERIOUSLY
EITHER...

YOU'RE RIGHT —NONE
OF MY BUSINESS. M/SS
NOSY JENSEN SHOULD
LEARN TO KEEP OUT OF
THINGS, RIGHT?

LUKE DOESN'T
KNOW YOU'RE
HERE, AND T'M
SURE HE'LL

-..OKAY, T'LL
COME WITH
you!




TARANEE'S SLDPENLY
GMg }JF}'GR THE COLORFUL , «+8BUT SINCE
LIGHTS ON THE DANCE LISTEN TO ME, BABY. P THE pAY 1
FLOOR, WHICH HIPE b ;qug ;Efg_,w' B MET You, I'VE
HER BLUSHING... REALLY BLUE... BEEN LIVIN'
" q SOMETHIN' b
. New!

] £

N/ THEIR SOUND LLY cooL!
[ REALLY PLLLS EEOY
YOU IN, DON'T

YOU THINK?

WraAT 70 547
RIGHT NOW, THE NOISE
INS/PE OF TARANEE

/S MUCH LOUDER
i ) THAN THAT FILLING
" -~ i THE ROCK-AND-ROLL
58 : . 1/ N\
k) _ _ CAFE...
I < ANDHER [T “4 ‘
ﬂi‘g“gaﬂi‘;’ffo ' YES, COBALT
THE RHYTHM OF BLUE'S SOUND ... BUT TARANEE
THE BAND'S REALLY PULLS HAS THE FEELING ... THE MUSIC
DRUMS. YOU IN, AS THAT THE BEST OF SILENCE!
SHEILA SAID... MUSIC IS THE ONE
_ THAT LETS YOU

LISTEN TO
YOUR SPIRIT...




IT'S NIGHT. THE
BOOKSHOP'S CLOSED,
ANDC CEPRIC FEELS HE

COULD ALMOST TOUCH THE
S/LENCE WHILE IT TAKES
OVER THE EMPTY ROOMS.

Now 7HAT THE ONLY
SOUNDS ARE THE
CREAKING OF THE
WOODEN SHELVES...

...CEDRIC'S ASTON/ISHED
ABOUT WHAT HAFFPENED
A FEW HOURS AGO. HE
SPOKE WITH A BOOK,

MADE A PEAL WITH A
TALKING OBJIECT...

«AND WHAT
A DEAL!




MAYBE

HE THINKS
I was

BACK TO THOSE

MOMENTS...AND IMAGINING
ASTONISHMENT THINGS...
/S REPLACED BY MY CONTACT
SKEPTICISM... WITH THE
EARTHLINGS IS
LIKELY TO BLAME!

iR

< AND
SKEFTICISM BY
SUSPICION!

AFTER
ALL, WHY—
OUT OF ALL THE
PEOPLE IT'S COME
INTO CONTACT
WITH—WouULDe IT
CHOOSE ME?

o@

=

WHY SHOULD T
TRUST A THING I
KNOW NOTHING

WHY SHOULD I BLINPLY

" Wiy SHowLD I\

OBEY /TS ORPERS, WITH 1
osusurtor | EeE
e MY FUTURE, THAT
MY SALVATION
LIES BETWEEN

/TS PAGES? Ag

BECAUSE
YOU HAVE NO
CHOICE, LORD

CEDRIC/!




THEN ANSWER
MY QUESTIONS!

CURSE you!

WHAT AM I DOING?
I'M TALKING TO...A
BLOCK OF PAPER!

BUT THAT VOICE
A MOMENT AGO...
I HEARD IT CLEARLY,
AND IT WAS THE SAME
ONE THAT...




OPEN THAT EYE!
OPEN THOSE
PAGES...

ORTI'LLDOIT
MYSELF WITHOUT
 YOUR PERMISSION!

} I'LL FIND OUT
WHAT YOU'RE
HIPING, AND
T'LL DO S0...

WITH YOUR
SILENCE, YOU'VE
SEALED YOLR FATE,
CURSED TALKING
Book!




AS QUICKLY AS IT IS LINLEASHED, = BOOK"
THE POWERFUL ENERGY VANISHES, | ﬂﬁr mf,— f,,’;‘f;j;@"ij%ﬂ
LEAVING THE BOOKSHOP BASEMENT SURPRISE AWAITS THE
COMPLETELY PEVASTATED. MAN FROM METAMOOR. ..

WHAT DO YOou
THINK YOU'RE
DOING?

. _
(A




THE BOOK IS
EMBEDPED IN
THE WALL...

..FOOLISH
EARTHLINéG!

IT IS WRITTEN:
“THE FOOLISH
MORTALS WHO
TRY TO OPEN
THE BOOK
WILL BE
SUCKED
INSIDE
- m”

S0
CONSIDER
YOURSELF
LUCKY T'VE
SPARED YOU...

CEDRIC
HAS TO HOLD
HIS TONGLUE.
THE WETNESS
BLURRING HIS

S/GHT REMINDS
HIM OF THE
CRUEL TRUTH.

THEY'RE TEARS.
HUMAN TEARS.

- | ONCE AGAIN,

TEARS OF
FURY AND
PESPAIR.

AS WITH
FHOEOS,
LORD CEDRIC
HAS TO PLAY
ALONG AND
/1S NOT THE
ONE PULLING
THE STRINGS.







One More Hug —

“I gotta find out what's
going on around here...”







1-( o

WAKE Up!
IT'S ALMOST EIGHT,
AND IT'S A
WONPERFUL...

<

PFFT...
AND T ALREADY
WASHED MY

SHEILA...ARE
YOU ACTUALLY
AWAKE?

==

UM...THE SHEILA T KNow WHY DON'T YOU TELL ME TO
DOESN'T WAKE UP S0 . WHAT I OWE THIS DELICIOUS
) EARLY—AND IN SUCH SURPRISE?
A 600D MOOD!
SOMETHING'S
up..

I DUNNO...
I FELT LIKE
IT. MAYBE

-..BECAUSE

I'M HAPFY! AN OVERWHELMING

HAPFINESS, APPARENTLY!




NN S| —
: AND SORRY
FOR...THE WAY

I'VE BEHAVED LATELY.

I'VE BEEN GRUMPY

AND MOODY. I'M

REALLY SORRY.

I'M SORRY TOO...
FOR MAKING YET ANOTHER
DECISION WITHOUT ASKING

WITHOUT MOM, N I LIKED IT!
I TRIED TO DO MY BEST... I SAW SO MANY
YOU WERE S0 LITTLE, PLACES, MET A
AND I DRAGGED YOU TO TON OF
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE CELEBRITIES...

— WORLD.

YEAH...BUT I SHOULD
HAVE GIVEN YOU A NORMAL
LIFE, A PLACE TO GO HOME
TO, FRIENDS TO RELY ON,
YOU KNOW?

FAMILY AGAIN.

INSTEAD, I TORE
YOU OUT OF A WORLD
THAT HAD BECOME YOUR

WONDER IF T
DI THE RIGHT
THING...

UM...ACTUALLY,
YOUR L/FE LINE 15
IRREGULAR AND TWISTY

AND LEADS TO A
SPECIFIC PLACE...




HERE, STUEBORN YOUNG SHEILA
CAFTER SULKING FOR A BIT) BEGINS TO
UNDERSTAND THAT SETTLING DOWN ISN'T

AS BAD AS SHE THOUGHT.

SHE CAN MAKE
) FRIENDS HER OWN AGE
L AND HANG OUT WITH THEM.
FOR EXAMPLE, LUKE TAKES
HER TO A MEGA-PARTY IN A
BAR WHERE AN AWESOME
ROCK BAND IS PLAYING.

...A SEASIDE
TOWN CALLED
HEATHERFIELD!

AND TARANEE INVITES
HER TO STUDY TOGETHER. SHE
MEETS WITH HER FRIENDS EVERY
DAY AT THE OLD LIBRARY
DOWNTOWN.

MORE OR LESS.
WHAT IT DOESN'T SAY IS
THAT, FOR THE FIRST TIM,
N /N HER LIFE, STUBBORN
e >, YOUNG SHEILA...

...|S REALLY
STARTING
TO FEEL AT

ALL THE TIME
YOU WANT,

MAYBE WE CAN

NOW DADDY.

THAT WE'RE TAKE A NICE TRIP AS
SETTLED, I'D SOON AS WE CAN FIT
LIKE TO SPEND IT IN. WHADDAYA

MORE TIME

WITH you,

HONEY.




A RAINY MORNING [T T IN HER OFFICE,
AND A STORMY SHE HAD A TON OF
BROCHURES ABOUT
EXOTIC, GORGEOUS
PLACES. A

MAYBE SHE'S
JUST ORGANIZING
ST THINGS EARLY.

THAT'S ODD.
THE HOLIDAYS ARE STILL Y
8 WAY OFF, AND IT'S NOT |
'8 LIKE YOUR MOM LET You /i
D MISS SCHOOL...

YEAH.
THAT'S WHAT
SHE WAS TRYING
TO TELL ME.

IF ONLY I'D LISTENED,
SHE'D HAVE EXPLAINED.

YOU CAN MAKE UP
FOR IT TONIGHT. SUSAN
WON'T EXPECT YOU GOT HER
A PRESENT TO APOLOGIZE

THINK SHE'LL

FOR NOT MAKING LIKE IT?
TIME TO oy T 4
TALK. e ™™ f —=

WHO DOESN'T
LIKE SURPRISES?

BY THE WAY...
I'VE GOT ONE FOR
You ToO!







NEVER MIND,
I CAN GLESS...
WELL, T'M GOING
FOR A SWIM.

ME AND THE
GIRLS ARE MAKING
A BANNER. WHAT ARE
YOU GLYS PLANNING?

GETTING SOAKED
IN THIS POWNPOLIR
WASN'T ENOUGH?

) vanoom!
YOUR TEAMMATES
HAVE BEEN IN
THE POOL FOR
FIFTEEN MINUTES

WHEN IT'M
DONE, OKAY?
OH, BY THE
WAY, IF You

SEE MY
MOM...

ALREADY! PR\ R\ ..
k : {1 TR ruone ' G;\
s WS vouacalL _

... REMEMBER SHE
DOESN'T KNOW ABOUT
THE PRESENT, S0...

"... KEEF
YOUR LIPS
SEALED!"




NEVER MIND.
I GUESS YOU DIDN'T
EVEN NOTICE.

oH...
CRIPES!

- LOOK AT THOSE
WAVES...BETWEEN THE
SKY AND THE SEA, THE

ELEMENTS HAVE
UNLEASHED THEIR
FURY TODAY!

"~ NO, NOT LIKE THAT

WRONG POSITION

2. AGAIN, TARANEE.

HERE... A
KEEP YOUR BACK
STRAIGHT.

WHAT'S GOING
ON7 IS ITHIS VOICE
MAKING ME SHIVER OR...
THE FACT THAT HE'S
JUST A BREATH
Anays

YOU'RE
BURNING




ALL THESE
FOREIGN HUMAN
FEELINGS I DON'T
KNOW HOW TO
HANDLE. ..

THERE'S 50
MUCH I HAVE
70 FIGURE OUT
ABOUT WHAT
HAFPENED
70 ME.

ngo IN THE FOOLISH
THE WALL... MORTALS WHO TRY
ITS LAST TO OPEN ME WILL

u BE SUCKED IN/

"You SsURE You
DON'T HAVE A
FEVER?"

SHIVERING...
SWEATING...

I HATE THE EARTH-
LINGS' WEAKNESSES! I
HATE THEM BECALISE THEY RE
BECOMING MINE. IF ONLY THIS
TERRIBLE HEAPACHE WOLILDP
STOP OPPRESSING MY BRAIN
AND LET ME THINK!




... EVEN THOUGH
THIS MEANS COMING
UP WITH A PLAN TO MAKE
ALLIES OF MY WORST
ENEMIES...

ONLY I CAN HELP
FIND THE ELEMENTAL N
CREATURES THAT CAN ¥

DEFEAT THE CLSTODIANS

OF THE MAG/CAL

THEN WHY GEMS...

DIDN'T THE BOOK
SWALLOW ME?

L .WILL, ; “
IRMA, HAY LIN, ..WHER
CORNELIA... TARANEE? WE'VE
BEEN WAITING
FOR AGES!

You sTILL
. GOTTA ASK? C
EVERYONE KNOWS |
SHE SPENDS ALL ||~
HER TIME AT THE £

DANCE SCHOOL

WHAT'S WORSE
16 IT'S WITH THAT
JENSEN GIRL! NOW
SHE'S EVEN SAYING
SHEILA'S NICE!

ARE YOU KIDVING? SHE'S
SO FULL OF HERSELF
SHE MIGHT EXPLOPE
ANY SECOND!

T HATE TO ADMIT IT, BUT
FOR ONCE, I THINK YOU'RE
RIGHT, CORNY.

UM...GUYS! >
HOW ABOUT WE GET ~—
BACK TO BUSINESS? IT'S
ALMOST TIME FOR THE
PARTY, AND...
HERE WE

ARE! SORRY
WE'RE LATE.




I THOUGHT
THIS WAS A GOOD
CHANCE TO SPEND
SOME TIME TOGETHER
AND GET TO KNOW
EACH OTHER

SHE'S...WELL,
YOU ALL KNOW
HER, RIGHT?

AWESOME.
LET HER JOIN
THE GROUP
WITHOUT EVEN
ASKING OUR
OFINION!

YEAH,

WE WERE THINKING
ABOUT THE BANNER FOR
THE CENTENARY. T SKETCHED
SOME IDEAS AND...

NOW THAT WE'RE
ALL HERE?

¢ Buttouvt U'm not <

I spending another '
\ minute here
with HERI

REMEMBERED
I'VE GOT -
SOMETHINGL£—

~




WELL...I WAS
THINKING ABOUT
SOMETHING

UM...you
WERE SAYING,

THAT'S BRILLIANT!
WHAT DO YOU THINK,
SHEILA?

I THINK IT'S
TOO NOIsY
IN HERE!

REMIND YOU THIS
1S A REAVING

I CAN KICK
YOU OUT ANY
TIME WITHOUT




HEARING THAT

VOICE, CEDRIC
RELAXES., HE'S
SUPPENLY FILLED
WITH A STRANGE,
PEACEFUL
FEELING...

|

... BUT THIS IS
VERY DIFFERENT

THEN HE'S
SHIVERING

‘ i MAGICAL BOOK.
A =
NOW HIS CHILLS ARE ACCOMPANIED
BY OTHER STRANGE SYMPTOMS:
DRY MOUTH, PALFITATIONS, A
KNOTTED STOMACH.

CEDRIC'S
SWEATY
‘ / FINGERS
LEAVE PRINTS
WA " ovre
ANCIENT
VOLUME
HE 'D BEEN
READING.

=

HUMAN FINGERPRINTS,
A COMPLEX LABYRINTH
OF LINES.

S T

THE PROOF THAT
ERASES HIS PAST—
CEDRIC IS HUMAN NOW.
AND HE CAN'T
ACCEPT THAT.




50 IN THE END,
THE GROUP SPLIT
LP BECAUSE IRMA

AND CORNELIA CAN'T
STAND SHEILA.
//

i
i

f

e
e

BUT SHEILA AND
TARA ARE BECOMING GOOD

FRIENDS, PUTTING HER AT ODDS
WITH THE OTHER TWO...

AT AL

FUNNY BECAUSE IRMA
AND CORNY, WHO ARE ALWAYS
PICKING ON EACH OTHER, ARE
NOW JOINED AT THE HIP...

\.“ )

D).
,.-u(o

...AND
THE GROUP
I DIVIDED!

I MEAN,
NEW FRIENDSHIPS
DON'T HAVE TO THREATEN
AN ESTABLISHED GROUP.
THEY CAN BE ENRICHING, _
- DON'T YOU THINK?

NOT WIN AN OSCAR FOR
FRIENDLINESS ANYTIME
SOON...BUT SHE JUST

GOT TO TOWN...

..AND 1 FEEL
FOR HER.




A
SURPRISE
FOR YOU.
OPEN IT!

I...I PON'T
UNDERSTAND...

—

I SAW THE
BROCHURES IN
YOUR OFFICE, AND

I THOUGHT...

|

||

| |
'= - l BECAUSE IF

3

; YOU HAVEN'T, MAY T
SORRY I DIDN'T SUGGEST A TROPICAL
LISTEN TO YOU EARLIER, | ISLAND WITH WHITE
MOM, BUT...NOW THAT I SAND AND CRYSTAL-
KNOW, YOoU JUST GOTTA CLEAR SEA AND...
TELL ME ALL THE DETAILS,
y RIGHT? S0 HAVE YOU
ALREADY BOOKED, OR ARE
Yo STILL DECIDING |
WHERE TO 6O7

HONEY...

I MEAN, THINGS
ARE A LITTLE MORE
COMPLICATED. WELL...
THERE'S A TRIP
PLANNED, YES,
BUT...




1_1-E m HC;WF;rgL ' OF COLIRSE, HOW
SILLY OF ME!
S0 GUILTY! SLER

v P

ow CoULD 1 NoT GET 177 ~
THE TRIP ISN'T FOR US, RIGHT?
YOU'RE GOING WITH COLLINS! megm'

EMPTY
55. .

LISTEN,
HONEY...




____—-_‘_-‘_‘_--_‘_"-—\_
I'VE BEEN TRYING
TO TELL YOU FOR SOME TIME...
AS YOU ALREADY GUESSED, THIS
IS ABOUT PEAN BECAUSE...

...BECAUSE WE...
FOR A WHILE NOW,
WE'VE BEEN THINKING...
I MEAN...WE MADE A
DECISION, AND...

...IF YOU'RE OKAY

WITH IT...AFTER ALL,
I THINK YOU AND PEAN
GET ON OKAY, RIGHT?

WELL, TO MAKE A
LONG STORY SHORT,
PEAN AND T WOULD
LIKE TO...







vou STILL —"DO YOU, DEAN COLLINS,
THERE? TAKE SUSAN VANDOM

AS YOUR LAWFULLY
WE GOTTA
CELEBRATE!

WEDDED WIFE? "

| am, Susan.
Looks Ilke wil
took it well,

|l was
thinking...
How about the
THREE OF US have
a CELEBRATION
dinner? Maybe
tomorrow?

I CAN'T
WAIT! T'M...
I'M S0 HAPFY,

SUE...




"... T WISH I WAS =

ALREADY THERE!"
’fl'um".J

“I PRONOUNCE
YOU HUSBAND
AND WIFE!

D “HEY, wHATCHA &
DOIN'?' YOU HAVEN'T
— SET OFF YET!

HONEY, THIS IS
THE BEGINNING OF OUR
BEAUTIFUL JOURNEY

AND WE HAVE TO
IMMORTALIZE THE

"... AS A NEW FAMILY!"




FROM NEW ...AND THAT'S
IMAGES TO OLD OUR SCHOOL ON
ONES. SHEFFIELD INAUGLURATION DAY.
INSTITUTE, THE

MORNING AFTER.

SHEFFIELD, THE FOLINDER.
HIS GREAT-GRANDSON IS A
CLOSE FRIEND OF PRINCIPAL

/C'EST FUNNY! AND ]
POURGLO! DOES HE
HAVE A...CITROUILLE

O, THE PUMPKIN? N~ YOU'VE GATHERED YoU THINK 607
1T'6 SHEFFIELD'S SYMBOL., ¥  BEAUCOUP MATERIAL ' I DON'T WANNA
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO, THE ) FOR YOUR PRESENTATION, BORE EVERYONE
SCHOOL WAS BUILT ON MARTIN! C’EST VRAIMENT TOMORROW. ..
H A A
PUMPKIN FIELD, AND... TRES INTERESSANT!

BORE? MA/S NON,
QU'EST-CE QUE
U Dis?




OH NO!
WHATAMESS-
WHATAMESS -
WHATAMESS!,

<

TN



I'M A DISASTER,
HUH?

...T LIKE YOU, SILLY

MARTIN TUBBS!




DEAR IRMA, LOOKS
WaRTN WD TE Yy EAR TR LOOKE,
ON A REAL TOMBEUR T THINK

HER NAME'S
MICHELLE. T HEARD =——
SHE'S STAYING WITH =
THE TUBBS FOR A

DAYS AT HER PLACE
TOO? THEY STARTED
OFF AS PEN PALS
TO IMPROVE HIS
FRENCH...

RAISE YOUR
HAND IF YOU STILL
THINK STUDYING IS
USELESS! HEE-HEE!

WHAT'S WRONG
WITH ME? I SHOULD
BE HAPPY FOR HIM,

BUT I FEEL...

~ THAT'S WHY I
DIDN'T SEE HIM FOR
A WHILE. HE WAS...

I GOTTA ADMIT ME NEITHER, T S =
e THE PEOPLE )

I DIDN'T EXPECT WILL. SOMETIMES, o
THIS FROM DEAR CRAZY HOW LITTLE WE e e ,,T”N‘;‘,",:;’,”’f
OLD MARTIN. 2 : : 7 :

TALK TO
you!




RIGHT?

MATT. WILL'S
BOYFRIEND!

...5INGER
AND GUITARIST =
OF COBALT BLUE, JRy

f=m
Y x5 1)
il . 4
b ]
B rd ) - =
...YOUR 4 7 You have noidea .~ Hewas \
TAFPE! P 1 oo an cve o . i’ how hard it was to ‘l ; embarrassed! N
THAT'S GREAT, P f:f;:;:: Wi\ \_convince him fo take ., He didn’t thinkhe
Il : ~ RST STEP! 1w d h as -« if
L Hebchambigith RN 1 FIOSTSTCEL Q. Viar qocd eheyiinmy

Y
ADORABLE, CLUMSY .’

T know.
1 sent him!




THAT'S HOW
YOU SEE ME,
RIGHT?

RN
8

. : L

r' 4
p
T D-DON'T LINDERSTAND.
\ WHAT MAKES You
“) \ THINK THAT I...7

~

-1 e A
7 i _
YOU THINK T HAVEN'T NOTICED |
DON'T MESS HOW YOLI'VE BEEN TREATING THEN HOW DO You
ME AROUND! YOUI'VE ME LATELY? LIKE HAVING ME EXPLAIN THE OTHER
DONE THAT ENOUGH AROUND BOTHERS YoU, NIGHT AT THE
o LIKE T'M...A BURDEN! ROCK-AND-ROLL
P THAT’S NOT
TRUE!

... BUT YOUW PREFERRED
SPENDING THAT TIME
WITH YOUR NEW
FRIENDS!"



THE TRUTH
15 THAT SINCE YoU
STARTED DANCE SCHOOL,
THINGS BETWEEN US
HAVE CHANGED,

TARANEE!

SOMETHING'S WRONG.
I FEEL IT. YOU CAN'T
~ DENY IT!

SEET EVEN NOW YOU
WON'T GIVE ME AN ANSWER!
YOU'RE DISTANT, TARANEE...
ABSENT!

NO, I CAN'T DENY IT..
BT WHAT DO YOU WANT ME
TO SA4Y, NIGEL? I DON'T KNOW )
WHAT'S HAPPENING! ‘«.‘

&

YOUR JENSEN
DANCE ACADEMY
IS TEARING LIS

I'M SURE THAT

IF THINGS IF YOU GAVE IT UP,
AREN'T WORKING, EVERYTHING WOULD
IT's NOT JusT BE FINE AGAIN!
BECAUSE OF
THE DANCING!

HOW...HOW
PARE YOU EVEN

THINK SOMETHING

LIKE THAT?




IF YOU REALLY CARED
ABOUT ME, YOU COULDN'T
STAND SPENDING SO MUCH
TIME AWAY FROM ME!

IF YOU REALLY <
CARED ABOUT ME, YOU
WOULDN'T ASK ME TO
GIVE UP MY PASSION.

I HAVE TO
ASK YOU TO CHOOSE,
TARANEE. T HAVE
TO BECAUSE...

...AND NOW T
NEED TO KNOW
IF YOU FEEL

...BECAUSE
YOU'RE
[ WHAT'S MOST
IMPORTANT
\_ TO ME...




I'M...
I'M NOT SURE
ANYMORE

THEIR WORDS

LINGER IN THE AIR...







THERE ARE
QUESTIONS THAT
MIGHT BETTER GO

UNANSWERED. ..

ISR THE BENEFIT
QUESTIONS S, b=
THAT SHOULD OF THE DOUEBT.

BE LEFT 2
HANGING... [=

SOMETIMES,
HONESTY
INEVITABLY
CAUSES PAIN.

THAT'S WHAT TARANEE
WAS THINKING AS SHE

RAN Awdy FROM N/IGEL., = N
-~ o .

"~ b,



THAT'S WHAT

THE ORACLE yﬁ'gﬁggggfm
THINKS T0O... THAT W.I.T.C.H.
HAS ARR/IVED IN

KANCRAKAR. ..

... AND THE 000 SIMILARITIES
THAT THE LUPMOORE /SSUE
SEEMS TO SHARE WITH THE

GUARDIANS ' STORY.

QUESTIONS ABOUT
N 7HE STRANGE PHENOMENA

2 )

...AND THE GUARDIANS
CAN'T HELP BUT NOTICE
HIS CONCERN.




HE KNEW THAT, SOONER
OR LATER, SOME THINGS
WOULD RESURFACE
FROM THE PAST...

THE MOMENT
HAS COME,
THE ORACLE

INFORMATION
I AM ABOUT TO
SHARE MIGHT BE
CONFUSING...

IT CONCERNS
DARK TIMES
KANDRAKAR HOPED
TO FORGET...

...BECAUSE
THEY REOPEN
A PAINFUL
WOUWNP IN THE
HISTORY OF THE

FORTRESS, 7

.. BUT
HE HAD
HOPED WITH
HIS WHOLE
HEART IT
WOoULD BE

| 4s Lare 45

POSS/BLE.

N




"THE TYRANT
SENT HIM TO
EARTH WITH
THE TASK OF
WEAKENING

e 17
/ "HE CAME FROM

MERICIAN AND WAS A
SERVANT OF PHOBOS.

“YES, THE LEGENDARY
LUDMOORE REALLY
EX/STED.

THE WALL

o Al SEPARATING
METAMOOR.

"IT WAS HE WHO OPENED
THE PASSAGES THAT You
CLOSED DURING YOUR FIRST

METAMOOR.,
SOMETHING
KEPT HIM IN
HEATHER-
FIELD.

"STRONGER
THAN HIS TIES
TO HIS WORLD OR
LOYALTY TO
His MASTER...

"... JUST AS MYSTERIOUS
AND INEXPLICABLE AS HIS
SUDDEN D/ISAPFEARANCE,
ACCOMPANIED BY STRANGE
DISPLAYS OF LIGHT."




THAT 1S ALL.
NOW IT IS UP
TO You!

ARE You
KIDDING?

YEAH...THERE'S

You GOTTA
TELL LS MORE. THE ISSUE OF ...AND
THE LEGEND COLLINS HEATHERFIELD AS A THE SPLIT
o e wioricne /| g venze | sctveen e
GOOD AND THE
COMPLEX THAN YOUR Ay O 900 AND Tk

LITTLE STORY.
OF THE

ELEMENTS.

MENTION LUDMOORE'S
EXPERIMENTS TO
ENSNARE THEM...

=
. =
=
=

...OUR POWERS
ARE GETTING OUT OF
CONTROL. A LOT'S
MISSING!

You HAVE TO
TELL US
WHY...

e

*_‘(\E

I CANNOT CAST
FURTHER LIGHT ON
THOSE ISSLES.

THE cmuah

YOU NOTICED HAVE
NOTHING TO DO
WITH ME, AND THE
FORTRESS IS BLIND
TO THEM.

THE TEACHINGS OF THE
TRANSMUTING CARDS?
IT'S NOT KANDRAKAR
BUT THE ELEMENTS
THEMSELVEG




I WANNA TEST
You TOO...

HEE-HEE-HEE!
OT FAIR!
STOP, MATT!
I GIVE UP!

7




WILL, T'M IN
A HUGE RUSH. 1
HAVE AN EMERGENCY
MEETING, AND T'M
AFRAID I WON'T BE

...TO PREPARE
THE PINNER WE'D PLANNED.
COULD YOU PLEASE TELL DEAN
WE'LL HAVE TO POSTPONE
THE CELEBRATION?




IS SOMETHING

| gotta go! See

WRONG?

YOU KNOW
HOW TO COOK,
RIGHT? _

" HANG ON. YOU'RE PLANNING
NOT TO TELL COLLINS
AND MAKE DINNER

YOURSELF?

£
A

FAR BE IT FROM ME TO
QUESTION YOUR...CULINARY
ABILITIES, BUT...

DON'T WORRY, “‘E _Zéup
MATT. T'LL FOLLOW -'.‘( the left, on to
THE RECIPE IN MY MOM'S i of the canned
COOKBOOK. IT'S HERE /71|

__ SOMEWHERE...

\

P First
board on




"AND IT DOESN'T SEE? I CAN THAT'S NOT

u EVEN CUT ON/ONS

CEI AN PRIIFR WITHOUT CRYING! AN ONION. IT'S
FENNEL.

WILL...
IT DOESN'T IF YOU CAN

SAY TO USE STILL READ... .
N\ A WHISK!

i

TRUST ME!
IT'LL BE

a SURROGATE!

"BAKE IN I’M the REAL oven
THE OVEN AT here! MICRO is just

180° FOR 45

MINUTES..." eragent

as usual! I'M
the QUICKEST
and MOST
PRACTICAL!

Hey, Will!
Tell your friend
that’s not funny!




HERE WE GO.
I PROMISE NEXT
TIME T'LL USE

v -
" | LIKE A HURRICANE'S

BEEN THROUGH

1 GOTTA PICK MY

BOOKS UP AT YE OLDE
BOOKSHOP BEFORE

e IT CLOSES. __of
'

)
oy

I WISH I couLD

Yeah...The

/ dishwasher’s

gotta take

: care of it!




BUT NOW MATT HAS
FOLIND THE COURAGE...
AND THE EMOTIONS HIS
WORDS INSPIRE ECHO
INS/IDE OF WILL.

I WHAT'S THE NAME OF
THIS BRIGHT FEELING?
HAPPINESS!

SWEET, LIKE
BIRDS SINGING
IN THE SPRING. |—

PERFUMED, [~
R LIKE A GARDEN | =

=

ONE LAST
HUG...

"... BEFORE I LET
You o!*




£
od O I

MATT OLSEN!

YOU AGAIN!

KID ALwAYS
SEEMS TO BE
PESTERING

I CAN'T STAND HIM.
I THOUGHT I COULD
FINALLY HAVE...

I CAME TO GET MY
BOOKS...THE ONES
I...UM...LEFT

TO CLOSE, OLSEN. \ '
AS YOU CAN SEE, |
THE BOOKSHOP 1S /' /
EMPTY, AND... /




WA/T...OF COLURSE!
CLOSING TIME—
NO CUSTOMERS,

JHST ME AND

THE BOY...

NO WITNESSES, IT'S
THE PERFECT MOMENT
FOR MY PLAN!

TGETIT. YOU
WANNA SEND ME AWAY
EMPTY-HANDED. _

OKaAY, T'LL
COME BACK SOME
OTHER TIME.

P-DID YOU SAY
SOMETHING?

You're not
going nnywhere,
you ARROGANT,
INSOLENT BOY!

JUST THAT
T WASN'T
EXPECTING You |
50 LATE, 50 |

1F YOU HAVE A MINUTE,
WE CAN GO GET THEM
RIGHT AWAY. ¢

FOLLOW ME,
BOY.




MEANWHILE,
RES/IZENCE...

MOM WILL

BE HERE ANY
—6NIFF= MINUTE.
=SNIFF+- A
SUSAN'S
NOT IN THE
KITCHEN?

AT THE VANDOM |

UM...NO. T
WANTED TO SURPRIS
YOU, BUT SOMETHING

WENT WRONG...

WHAT DID
YoU BURN?
STARTER, [/

MAIN COLIRSE, i
DESSERT... Ak

...OR ALL
THREE?

You REALLY
WANNA SEE
THE DISASTER
=y 7ONE? come
) ITH ME...

o £ WITH ME

= Iy




THAT'S WHERE I KEEP
MY MOST PRECIOUS
VOLUMES.

TOTHE Y]
BASEMENT. )|

WHY PUT MY
BOOKS THERE?

AN

AREN'T THEY
PREC/IOUS




CAN T OPEN
THE PRESENT...
OR SHOULD I WAIT
FOR MOM?

LET'S GET SOME
FRESH AIR IN,
HUK, WILL?

DOCUMENTARY
ABOUT FROGS?

susaN ALways N\ | |
SAYS YOU'RE CRAZY ) |
\_ ABOUT THEM.

FROGS, SURE...
POCUMENTARIES
NOT S0 MUCH!

BUT NOW
WE MUST FIND
A SOLUTION 50

PRESENT BuT V) \ SUSAN FINDS
T APPRECIATE N " A DINNER READY. _

-

THE THOUGHT.

‘:" . HOW ABOUT
/ ,) » TAKEOUT? )
v

Y
5




WHOOPS! UM...
SORRY. 1 GOT CURIOUS
ABOUT THIS BOOK AND...

-..AND
CURIOSITY
CAN STIMULATE
KNOWLEDGE.

TEMPTATION, BOY! THAT'S

I KNEW You
COULON’'T RESIST

WHY I BROUGHT
YOU HERE.

BEING INSUFFERABLE
COMES NATURALLY,
HLH?

NOT PLANNING
TO SPEND THE
WHOLE NIGHT

Py
)

JUST ONE
QUESTION.

[

HOW'D THAT
BOOK END UP IN
THE WALL?



"CONGRAT- |
ULATIONS,

'BEING ALONE WITH N &
MATT IN THE BOOKSHOP »... 7O THE POINT THAT

LORD AND LURING HIM INTO " o
cEDHC. THE BASEMENT. e
YOUR EXCUSE TO LEAVE!"
DEVILISH i

PLAN "TICKLING HIS
15 CURIOSITY ABOUT

WORKING!

NOW STEP AWAY
FROM THAT WALL!

THAT'S...
A MAGICAL BOOK,
ISN'T IT?

“WELL DONE, OLSEN.
STRAIGHT INTO THE
SPIDER'S WEB!

YOU'RE
ABOUT TO SET
YOUR TRAP OFF ALL
BY YOURSELF!




T JUST HAD TO PRETEND "THAT BOOK!
TO WANT YoU TO STAY IT MUST CONTAIN .
AWAY FROM THE BOOK TO SUPER-SECRET INFO
MAKE YOU SUSPICIOUS..." IF CEDRIC 1S AFRAID OF

ME LOOKING AT IT.

"WHAT IF IT'S A
JOURNAL? OR
IT'S ABOUT THE
GIRLS' MAGIC?"

“L2/PIT! 1 SEE
YOUR ALARM. YOU'RE
THINKING THE
VOLUME MIGHT HAVE
SOMETHING TO DO
WITH YOUR WILL..."

"...HE MUST'VE
REALIZED HE MADE A
M/STAKE BRINGING ME
DOWN HERE! NOW HE'S
AFRAID T'LL DISCOVER
"JUST AS PLANNED. SOME SECRET!"
NOW You'LL
BE TEMFTED
BY WHAT'S
FORB/PPEN AND
FEEL PROTECTIVE
OF THE CUSTODIAN
OF THE HEART.”

"...IF WILL'S IN DANGER,
- I NEED TO KNOW BEFORE
IT'S TOO LATE!"




CURSES! I NEEDED TO MAKE
1T's S0 LATE! : AN URGENT CALL
! BEFORE CLOSING,
BUT YOUR ARRIVAL

DISTRACTED ME.

YOU WANT TO
DELAY ME
FURTHER?

HAVE TO WAIT\
A BIT LONGER.
YOU CAN WAIT \
HERE IF YoU
WISH... ANYTHING BEFORE )
I RETURN!




. E

. - ) -
—~\
P _ o
—
B = ' THE TABLE LAID,
; FRESH FLOWERS. CANDLES.
THE LUNEXPECTEDLY
Fﬁ?ggps” ‘;ﬁﬁﬁ‘iﬁ” BUT WHAT MOVES HER
IN A WHIRLWIND MORE 1S THE JOY IN THE
OF EMOTIONS., EYES OF THE TWO PEOPLE o~
SHE MOST CARES ABOUT. =,
-~
HOORAY POR
THE

O 954S” -

s
Wit ano oean: | 4

HER FUTURE!

}f‘
Nl
Y

»

~



IF THERE'S
SOMETHING STRANGE
OR SECRET INSIPE

N THAT BOOK...

AS LONG AS CEDRIC
CORROCED BY TIME... > STAYS AWAY LONG

BREAKING THEM
SHOULDN'T BE ol o

700 HARD. _
panneift

I

CEDRIC IS ACTUALLY REALLY

“omgrem o 1 aareo
WILL COME TO PASS. THE HOOK...

1 SIMPLY WAIT
FOR THE FISH
70 BITE!




YUM! AND NOW
A PIECE OF...

LIF T PULL
AS HARD AS
I CAN, THE
LOCKS SHOULD
GIVE...

. THERE!
/ ‘ SOMETHING 'S

h HAPPENING!

SCOUBH=]
=COUGH=

= WILL! HOW MANY
TIMES HAVE I TOLD You 2/ S W,
NOT TO EAT 50 FAsT? fl M I

WHO SHE TAKES)
AFTER...




\ HONEY,
= DRINK SOME
3 WATER!

'M
TRYING! \
IT MusT [BP







Filile (ol O




IT'S OKAY, SUE!
WHEN THE LIGHTS
WENT OUT, WILL...

FELL OFF HER

RELAX, SUSAN.
NOW LET HER BREATHE
SINCE SHE CAN AGAIN!

YOU MUST'VE
DISLODGED THE FISH
BONE WHEN YOU FELL.

EVERY CLOUD

HAS A S/LVER
LINING, '
HEH-HEH!

OH, HONEY'!
YOU REALLY

COME ON, LET'S

SIT BACK DOWN.

EVERYTHING'S
FINE...







HEATHERFIELD
1S COMPLETELY

«.CONSIPERING HOW
LONG IT'S TAKING
THEM TO FIX IT.

p——

THEN WE'LL " You could go gef
ENJOY DESSERT  the final SURPRISE. SHE STILL SEEMS Mg,%&;gﬁgzﬁ
BY CANDLELIGHT, H\«_u._aa_af,f _s:ezr?' 5 A BIT SHAKEN, HNERYED Lis ALL

HUH, WILL? ; A LITTLE...

HUH?
D-DID YOU sAY




YOU'LL SEE.
SHE'LL FEEL BETTER
WHEN SHE COMES BACK
WITH THE...

WHooPs!
UM...CAME BACK
TOO SOON, HUH?

SHOULD I 6O
GET SOMETHING
ELSE?

. JCE
CREEEEAM!

TUB BE ENOUGH
FOR ALL THREE

Q=
O

YOU PAIR OF
GLUTTONS!

IBETIT
WON'T!

K -

A VOICE AT THE OTHER
END OF THE LINE,
FAMILIAR BUT TINGED ‘

WITH LUNUSUAL
WORRY, A BLOOD-
CHILLING ANX/ETY.

Will? I1t's
CEDRIC...

Ty

ENP OF
CHAFPTER 54







—The Day After

“When facts are clear and opinions are
out in the open...that’s when the cracks appear.”




You have to come to
the bookshop right
away...

There...
There's been
an INCIDENT!




TELL ME AGANN,
CEDRIC, BUT SLOWLY MATT OLSEN Tulssmg&ﬁggo%&!

THIS TIME! HAS BEEN... bredalops
= TRUE!

I KNOW LIKE, DUH. YOU'VE \

IT's HARD TO
BELIEVE, BUT... ALV:AIB.IE!EBN

ORUBE. I
COLINT ON

YOU CAN'T
COUNT ON ANYONE!
S0 YOU'D BETTER
BE CONVINCING!




HE'S A MAN WHO
FANCIED HIMSELF AN
ALCHEMIST WHO...

UM...T TOLD YOU.
I FOUND THIS BOOK IN
JONATHAN LUDMOORE'S
OLD VILLA...

N\

l

Vo ..WA
LOOKING FOR
THE SECRET
OF THE FIVE
ELEMENTS.
OLD NEWS.

YES, TARANEE.
WHAT You MIGHT

NOT KNOW IS THAT ...WHICH, IN TIME,
LUPMOORE RECORDED BECAME A SENTIENT
HIS FINDINGS IN BEING. A LIVING
THIS SPECIAL CREATURE!

BOOK...

NOW...
LUDMOORE CAME
FROM METAMOOR. I
HAVE PROOF BECAUSE

WHEN THE BOOK
BEGAN TALKING

T DID S0
IN METAMOOR'S
ANCIENT LANGUAGE!"




~~ANY FOOLISH o™
MRTALS WHO TRY
REA.Q THESE PAGES

..BUT I TRIED
REAUING THE BOOK
ANYWAY, AND THAT'S
WHEN IT EMBEDVED
ITSELF IN THE WALL.

WHAT'S MATT 6OT
TO DO WITH ALL

HE WAS SUPPOSED
TO WAIT FOR ME TO
GIVE HIM SOME BOOKS,
BUT HE WENT DOWN
INTO THE BASEMENT
AND TRIED TO OPEN

THE VOLUME...

YOUR YOUNG

FRIEND PAID NO
HEED TO MY

WARNING, HAY LIN.

NOOOQO!
YOU'RE JUST



TRANSFORMING.
THAT'S THE
POWER
I\ OF THE
HEART...

_ WHAT'S :

HAPPENING, ORACLE?

WHY IS THE CUSTODIAN A
OF THE MAGICAL

«JIT'S
UNLEASHING
ITSELF!
NOW IT SEEMS
COMPLETELY OUT
OF CONTROL!

out oF
W HATRED. OUT
/ _OF LOVE. TWO
FEELINGS THAT CAN
UNLEASH A STORM
LIKE THE ONE
DRAWING CLOSE
TO THESE
WALLS.




...AND HAVE
FAITH!

P THE BOND
BETWEEN THE
HEART AND THE

YAN LIN, BUT °
THIS TIME, WE
L\ CAN ONLY WAIT,

GRANDDAUGHTER
HAY LIN, FOR

...WELL, CEDRIC
SEEMS SINCERE. ng;r ,-ff rg;
DON'T HURT

HIM, WILL! SAKE!

T'VE BEEN ABLE

TO SENSE WHEN 4

SOMEONE'S LYING
RECENTLY...




IT'S MATT
I'M THINKING
ABOUT!

BELIEVE ME!
THAT SLIMEBALL 1S
A GOOPD LIAR, BUT THIS
TIME, HE'S TELLING
THE TRUTH!

= THE VOLUME TOLD

TRuST HM, MM THAT FOOLISH rRUE! LET'S
THINK, WILL! =S MAKE A GUESS,
AS ABSLIRD AS

THE MAGICAL
BOOK ONLY IT MIGHT BE...
TALKS TO ;
HIM.

SOMEHOW SURE. THAT'S THE
OR OTHER, MATT ( LE'S BECOME A ONLY POSSIBLE
COULD BE /INSIDE BOOKMARK/ EXPLANATION.

THAT BOOK. WE'VE SEEN FAR

STRANGER
THINGS!

YEAH—

AND |F WE'RE RIGHT,
MATT'S SURVIVAL COULD
DEPEND ON CEDRIC AND US
COOPERATING WITH HIM.




N-NO! pON'T
TOUCH ME! NOT YET...

M-MAYBE BECAUSE IT\

NEEDS ME. OR IT'S

BECAUSE I'M NOT 4

AND YOU. TALK. TELL
ME WHY THE BOOK
SWALLOWED MATT

BUT NOT You!

I MEAN...
MY POWERS

|\ ARE GONE, BUT
A\ THAT DOESN'T

, MAKE ME... j




I UNDERSTAND YOUR I COULD'VE EASILY
PAIN, WILL. PDESTROYED

ALL THAT
ANGER ISN'T YOUR
I DON'T FAULT...IT'S BECAUSE
KNOW WHAT OF OUR OUT-0OF-
CAME OVER ME. CONTROL POWERS.

THE ELEMENTS
ARE TESTING No!
us. IT's A THIS TIME,
CHALLENGE I DON'T THINK
THAT... IT CAN ALL BE
EXPLAINED AWAY
LIKE THAT.

BUT I FELT THE ANGER

NoBoDY GROWING AND DID
CAN BLAME You. \MI HE JusT Nommg <4

CEDRIC NEVER WANTED TO USE STOP IT.
TOLD Us ABOUT IT TO ESCAPE ? .

THE BOOK. ‘/‘D \ FROM US AND
l THAT PRISON

OF His.

»—-("w\ .
R



TARA'S RIGHT,
BUT NOW WE'VE
GOT A BIGGER
PROBLEM. WHAT
DO WE DO?

I THINK WE
SHOULDA PUT
THAT SNAKE
THROUGH THE
WRINGER!

IT'S OUR \

OWN FAULT, EASY! WE

WE LINDER-

ESTIMATED -r%:&s ﬁfmpfr"'

Drpm'l @ND BOOK, AND
ATCH PULP IT.

HIM CLOSELY :

ENOLIGH.

I THINK THAT
FIRST WE SHOULD
CONSLLT WITH

KANDRAKAR'S
WISE ONES.

YEAH, THAT
BOOK'S OUR
ONLY CONNECTION
WITH MATT.
WE CAN'T RISK
DESTROYING IT.

ACTUALLY,
HE'S HERE WITH
us, BUT AT THE
SAME TIME,
HE ISN'T...

WHEN T
CALMED DOWN...
I FELT SOMETHING.
AS IF THE HEART
OF KANDRAKAR
WAS TALKING
TO ME...

CALL ME CRAZY
OR A FOOL, BUT I
THINK IT WAS TELLING
ME THAT MATT'S
STILL ALIVE!




LOOK AT THEM,
ALL SCARED AND
CONFUSED. I WISH I
COULD CELEBRATE
RIGHT NOW...

I WAS EXCELLENT, I TOLD THE GUARDIANS
JUST LIKE I USED TO THE TRUTH BUT LEFT
BE WHEN I coULD OUT SOME IMFORTANT
BE MYSELF!

FOR INSTANCE,
[ THE FACT THAT I
MADE A DEAL WITH THE
CREATURE TRAPPED
INSIPE THE BOOK.

IF I OFEN
THE MAGICAL
LOCKS ON THE
COVER AND ALLOW
IT 70 BREAX

... THAT MYSTERIOUS
BEING HAS PROMISED
70 GIVE ME BACK
THE POWERS
I'VE LOST.




You
LOOK sSMUG,
CEDRIC.

L N,

YOU'RE WRONG,

ORLEBE. I... BUT LET ME TELL You
SOMETHING...

...You
WEREN'T THAT |

GOooD. YOoUu [
WERE JUST

THE GIRLS ARE
LEAVING. THEY'LL BE IN

TROUBLE AND HAVE TO EXPLAIN
TO THEIR PARENTS WHY
THEY WERE OUT 50 N
LATE...

DOES THAT
MEAN?

..BUT
I DON'T,
AND T'VE

S0 T'LL WAIT
HERE WITH YOU. ONE
SIGN. A WORD FROM
THE BOOK —ANYTHING...




...TO FIGURE
OUT IF YOU'RE
TELLING THE
TRUTH OR JUST
BLUFFING.

I DON'T NEED

IT TO STAY AWAKE.

I CAN WATCH You
ALL NIGHT IF
NEED BE.

BUT NOW T JUST THINK

I'VE BEEN WSED, AND
I DON'T LIKE IT
AT ALL!

SHE'S THE ONE
You WHO SAVED YOU.
HEARD 3 ANGER IS DIFFICULT

HAY LIN.
T ODAT TO CONTAIN...

LIE!

FINE.
THEN T'LL
PUT ON
SOME
COFFEE.

I THOUGHT
YOU'D LEARNED
TO TRUST ME.

1'D HOPED THIS \ |
WORLD HAD |
MADE You
A BETTER

PERSON.

...BUT
SUSFICION...
YOU HAVE TO KNOW
HOW TO MANAGE
THAT.




S/LENTLY, ORUBE WAITS
ANP WATCHES CEPRIC IN
THE DARK, LIKE A TIGRESS
STALKING HER FREY.

THUS BEGINS THE
LONGEST NIGHT,

SILENTLY, CEDRIC DEBATES
HOW TO EARN THE GIRL'S
TRUST AGAIN.

G’I 1 Q SILENTLY, IRMA REMEMBERS HER
v _ VISION. SHE GUESSED MATT MIGHT BE | =

IN PANGER, BUT BACK THEN, NOBODY
LISTENED.. NOT EVEN WILL.

S/LENTLY, HAY LIN THINKS ABOUT ERIC,
TARANEE ABOUT NIGEL, AND CORNELIA
ABOUT PETER, WHAT WOLILD THEY
D0 /F THIS HAPPENED TO THEM?




SILENTLY...

N

’ r
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7 WILL VANDOM,
THE CUSTODIAN OF
THE HEART OF
KAN‘DR&KAR. 5

\ | oneoF THE mosT
- \ ./ FeARED CREATURES IN
7 " THIS AND MANY OTHER

'& ' A\ UNIVERSES... ,

' SHE HUGS THE

NOW SHE PLUSH TOY MATT
JUST LOOKS LIKE GAVE HER. SHE
A FRIGHTENED WANTS TO SLEEP
CHILD. BUT CANNOT...

(

OF KANDRAKAR
1S CALMER NOW.
THE CLOLDS ARE

DISSIPATING.

YES, YAN LIN.
HOPE WE
NEVER SEE THEM
AGAIN BUT KNOW  /

o

o By

- m__p
)
"

)
)

=

N



I KNOW I CAN
COUNT ON YOU AND
ENDARNO TO HELP ME,
BUT T ALSO KNOW
THE BURDEN OF
KNOWLEDGE IS

MINE ALONE...

@ ' % J

7
NEW CLOUDS OVER Q
KANDRAKAR?

TROUBLE YOoU,
ORACLE?

o

SINCE YOU, 1,
AND ENDARNO
FORMED THE
TRILUMVIRATE.

AND NOW I KNOW THAT, FOR
THE FIRST TIME IN KANDRAKAR'S
HISTORY, THE TRANSMUTING

CARDS ARE SUMMONING THE
GUARDIANS TO A DIFFICLLT
CHALLENGE.

THEIR BIGGEST ONE YET.
ONE THAT WILL SEE
THEM DEAL WITH THEIR

POWERS, ALONE.




THAT'S WHY YOU N\
COULDN'T TELL THEM Yo )

ABOUT THE EVENTS THAT /)
LED TO THE BOOK'S S
AWAKENING. Al

MY ROLE DEMANDS T

WATCH OVER EVENTS
BUT MUST NOT

INTERVENE.

MORE OR
LESS.

IT'S AS IF THE
ELEMENTS DELIBERATELY
HID MANY THINGS ABOUT
THIS MISSION FROM
Us—BuUT WHY?

BECAUSE A NEW ERA
IS ABOUT TO BEGIN,
AND THESE GUARDIANS
MUST PROVE THEY ARE
THE CHOSEN ONES.

POOR WILL.
WHAT FATE
AWAITS HER?

I WILL BE OUR
BRIDGE WITH THE
ELEMENTS... ;

-..WHILE YOU,
WISE YAN LIN,
AMONG OTHER
THINGS...

THANK
YOU FOR
TRUSTING
ME.

I KNOW
You WILL Do
YOUR BEST.




DAUGHTER, HAY LIN,
1S A GUARDIAN.

2

-/ SITHEREANP PO \_|
(mmm:. MY GRAND- | |

I'M HERE, WILL.
YOU CAN'T SEE OR

CAN SENSE MY FRESENCE,
LIKE A WARM BREEZE...

I SENSE YOU'RE
THINKING ABOUT ME.

TOMORROW YOUL'LL WAKE I WISH I couLp TONIGHT,
WP EARLY AND COME TO HELP YOU, BUT I'M ALL I CAN DO IS
KANDRAKAR FOR AN NOT ALLOWED T0O., TRY TO GIVE You

SOME PEACE.




MWAH...
NOTHING
MORE.

ONCE, I WOULD HAVE
COMMUNICATED

4 // =2
7‘{. |"{{/'
K< 4

\ -

I'M SORRY, LITTLE
WILL. AN ENDLESS

..BUT TODAY,
I'M NOT EVEN NIGHT AWAITS YOU,
ALLOWED TO FULL OF TEARS...

SOOTHE YOUR




/ LISTEN TO THE /

SOUND OF MY_,'

/(I'M NOT F;\
A







=
B

THIS ISN'T el -
453:. PLACE. o\ )

S NO HORIZON, N _—

\ms, Naﬂmvs./ ~ M\ PR g
= e 4 NOTHING, BECAUSE o [ gl C

o — T CaN TOUCH 17, SEE /) 4
B\

(
N




@OV
.rr 's NEITHER
mnvon CoLD, / % -
BUT IT'S BLINGING ywwm o

LIKE SNOW. I LEAVE l DM?ELY
%YR’@ f ‘ /
NG, .

kf

/ \’
N

4 AND

Al ._1"_"'_: SOMETIMES,

I GET THAT

HOREIBLE
FEELING...
0
=0
-—




£ o, ;;r?\\
\ WHO'S WATCHING |\ [/
\ : \ﬂ ME? IS ANYONE /

i
el
3 \X

N-NOTHING.
NOT EVEN

AT LEAST IN THIS /

\ I| 3 '
= / PLACE, .’MN‘T%
= 0%y HUNGRY OR THIRSTY.
SK EVERYTHING SEEMS...
S ~w\5¢.rspprea
cargiel @)
IT WAS HIM. \ 5%
7

THA SI-BIZEE::TU-
y e |
I, >
/

M_____‘x
I'D BETTER

" THINK FOR A WHILE.

)
TRY AND LINDER- /
\5m~p...4w noT LA\
= (T




" "HE MADE ME CURIOUS AND LLRED
,\0,12 CNOOEIrR-?gE -TSECE:?«# ;’STRﬂEED ME INTO A TRAP. AFTER ALL,

N i THAT BOOK MIGHT'VE POSED
ACTUALLY WANTED ME TO F A THREAT TO WILL...




" THEN \
SHOULON'T BE

AFRAIC. WILL AND
2\ THE GIRLS WILL COME
Ny, LOOKING FOR ME.

/ BUT WHEN WL S\ \
¥ NOTICE I'M GONE? m
LONG HAS IT BEEN? AN ETERNITY
\ OR JUST A MOMENT? //
=

ms«*r% L
HERE E/THER...BUT L .

i

IT POESN'T MATTER.
I CAN'T GIVE UP

7 corrasavemy \ ’
STRENGTH. GOTTA s:.ow - /Mrsf SHE'S
MY THOUGHTS, SLEEF... / SLEEPING TOO. MAYBE
. HUGGING MY PICTURE
\\_ : 7 OR A PRESENT I /

GAVE HER.




s, WN
7 CLOSE YOUR EYES

700, AND /F YOU CAN
HEAR ME, kNOW ]

"...I'M WAITING
FOR You!*




WE've seen
WHAT HAFFENED
IMMEDIATELY AFTER. ..

. MATT'S DISAFPEARANCE. ']
AFTER THE SHOCK, THE ANGER, [
AND THE HOPE. AFTER THE
QUESTIONS ANG ANSWERS, | —
THE DPOUBTS AND FEARS.,

ARE CLEAR AND OFINIONS
ARE OUT IN THE OPEN...

THE THING IS, WHEN FACTS /

=S

i 4B




NOTHING.

HE'S NOT
ANSWERING.

HEY, 5IS. YOU'RE UP
EARLY TODAY.

L ...WERE OUT WITH
WILL YESTERDAY,
RIGHT?

I WENT

TO BED EARLY,
YOU'RE FULL WHILE YOU...

OF BEANS

OF COURSE.
=MUNCH=
WHY?

A

S0 WILL
WASN'T WITH
MATT?




ALMOST.

HEY, SIS, = CoUGH = TALK TO HIM.
STILL WITH Us? WHY'RE YOU PERSONAL STUFF,
), LOOKING FOR BUT FAIRLY

URGENT. T CAN'T
SEEM TO FIND

<N MATT?
IR ||:iu]]
U HIM, THOUGH.

HIs MOM'S
WAY FOR WORK
R A WEEK, AND
HE'S ALONE.

ah

\J

507 HE'S
A GROWN-UP,
ISN'T HE?

THE THING 1S, WE
SHOULD'VE MET UP
YESTERDAY, BUT HE
DIDN'T SHOW.

I'M SURE
HE HAD HIS
REASONS.

ME AND MY BIG
MOUTH, T COULD'VE
MADE SOMETHING LIP
70 JUSTIFY MATT’S
N\ ABSENCE...

L]

.. BUT NOW PETER'S
GOING TO KEEP
INVESTIGATING!







11T Y~ ORUBE, T KNOW 2]6 oy OF COURSE.
=t YOU'RE TIRED, BUT R | DON'T WORRY.
I NEED YOUR HELP. =Bl
CAN I COUNT deaslic eIk
ON You?
A s A
\J / Y %
RO )

COME BACK FROM
KANDRAKAR WITH
SOME ANSWERS!

NOTHING.
I'M JUST A
BIT TIRED—AND
I DON'T NEED

YOUR HELP!




T KNOW You DON'T NOTHING HAPPENED,

SO IT WAS POINTLESS
WANT ADVICE, BUT YOU STAYING AWAKE.

SHOULD'VE SLEPT
LAST NIGHT.

PURING
THE NIGHT, T
HAD TIME TO LOOK AT
IT CLOSELY, AND YOU
KNOW WHAT?

AT TIMES, I 6OT
THE UNPLEASANT
FEELING IT WAS
WATCHING ME
BACK.

THE SAME
FEELING T HAD

- A MOMENT AGO,

WHEN THE




"...AND SET OFF TO
THE FORTRESS!"

RIGHT. IT'S
THE ROOM OF

HERE, THEY PRESERVE ) \ THAT'S TRUE,

THE IMMATERIAL =4 CUSTODIAN OF

% COPIES OF ALL /' S < THE POWER OF

== THE MAGICAL WATER, BUT AS
OBJECTS IN A \ YOU'LL SOON
KANDRAKAR. > SEE, THERE'S

» Rb A REASON.

WE KEEP
ENDING UP

ENDARNC! WHERE .
ARE YAN LIN AND THEY WON'T BE
THE ORACLE? ABLE TO ATTEND
o THIS MEETING.




i N =
" BREE AS YOU KNOW, v...Ano

( Bt THE FORTRESS IS THIS CENTER
g2ungan; AT THE CENTER IS THE BALANCING
OF INFINITY... POINT OF MANY
LINIVERSES.

~

e

IN OTHER
WORDS, THERE'S
A LOT TO BE

PRECISELY.
YAN LIN AND THE ORACLE
ARE BUSY WITH OTHER

IMPORTANT TASKS.

HE'S VERY BUSY.
TODAY, YoU CAN
TALK TO ME.

BUT WE GOTTA
TALK TO THE

ABSOLUTELY.
EACH OF THE THREE
WISE ONES HAS THEIR
OWN DUTIES...

—

...AND IF NEED
BE, T CAN HANDLE
COMMUNICATION WITH
THE GUARDIANS.



HONESTLY,
THIS 1S GETTING
ON MY NERVES.

I WANT MATT

GET WITH IT. WHEN
WILL LOSES HER
COOL...THINGS
GET HOT!

WATCH YOUR MOUTH,
GUARDIAN. T WON'T
TOLERATE YOUR
INSOLENCE.

OF COURSE, BUT

THIS TIME, IT'S AT

THE BIDVING OF THE
PURE ESSENCE

WELL, I'VE
ALWAYS DONE

OF THE AS T WAS TOLD,

ELEMENTS!

BUT T THINK THEY

<M SHOULD START

< ) RESPECTING
MEe ToO!

UH-OH! PON'T
SAY T DIDN'T WARN
YOU. YOU'RE NOT
S0 WISE FOR A
WISE ONE...

LISTEN UP.
THIS 1S WHERE
WE SHOULD GET

ANSWERS,

ISN'T IT?

I DON'T CARE WHO
THEY WANT ME TO TALK TO.
FOR ONCE, I WANT SOME
ACTUAL ANSWERS...




" WITHOUT
WEIRD RIDVLES
OR CARD TRICKS!"

It seems that's the
on|y way to get
info about...

~
N\W Itsalways the
same. ] mean.
that guy'f |ooking
into a crystal

w A
/

/

ball, like atthe .~

-

P



W

|

L

A

a9 ‘

THE SIGNS.

é

o |

=
7 1 D-DON'T KNOW!
T STILL HAVE TO
N unr INTERPRET

THE PHANTOM
OF THE GLOBE
OF LAGADATH,
AN ITEM As OLD
AS KANDRAKAR

ITSELF.

WE ONLY HAVE THIS
IMMATERIAL COPY. THE

ORI'GINJLL HAS BEEN DD You WY\ THE GLOBE CAN ONLY

CHECK THE ! GIVE INCOMPLETE
ANTIGUE 12— OR INACCURATE




BUT WE JUsT

SAW MATT. NO

DOUBT ABOUT
THAT!

PRECISELY. HE'S ALIVE
AND WELL. THAT'S THE OH, WILL! THAT'S
ONLY CERTAINTY T WONDERFLUL
CAN OFFER. o~ NEWS!

THAT'S NOT THE
PROBLEM. SETTING
HIM FREE WON'T
BE EASY.

FIRST THE
GOOD NEWS,
THEN THE BAD
NEWS, HUH?

INAPPROPRIATE,
GUARDIAN. THE
ISSUE 1S MORE
SERIOUS THAN

MATT IS INSIDE
THE BOOK, BUT HE'S
NOT ALONE. I SENSED

AN EV/L PRESENCE
AROUND HIM.

"SOMETHING DARK THAT'S HIDING
AND PIFFICULT TO DECIPHER."




o . A/ vouu vave 1o Finp our.
il N | THE PACT IS, THAT BOOK
E IS SEALED BY FIVE
LOCKS.

CEDRIC SAID THE
BOOK IS A LIVING
CREATURE.

MAYBE THAT'S
THE PRESENCE
YOU SENSED.

IF YOU WANT TO
FREE YOUR FRIEND,
YOU'LL HAVE TO OPEN

THEM, ONE BY ONE.

No! BE PATIENT AND WAIT.

CAN'T ANY VIOLENT THE CREATLIRE THAT
} WE JusT ATTACK MIGHT CAPTURED AT voLL
BREAK THEM JEOPARDIZE MANIFEST ITSELF.
WITH OUR THE YOUNG
MAGIC? EARTHLING'S

IF IT HASN'T
CONTACTED YOU
YET, IT'S ONLY
BECALISE IT'S
STUDYING
You.




IT'Ss 0BVIOUS IT'S
STUPYING US.

IT MUST'VE
FIGURED OUT THAT
THE GUARDIANS ARE

THE ELEMENTAL
CREATURES IT
NEEDS,

EVERYTHING IS
GOING AS PLANNED.
THE GIRLS THINK THE
BOOK IS A LIVING

CREATURE...

...BUT IF THEY
KNEW THAT IT'S
MERELY A PRISON
70 AN IMMENSELY
POWERFUL BEING...

... THEY MIGHT
NOT WORK S0 HARD I KEEP FINDING
7O FREE THEIR YOU DOWN HERE,
Marr’ BROOUING.

I LIVE HERE...
BUT THE SAME
CAN'T BE SAID
ABOUT You.



YOU REALLY
THINK

ONCE THIS

EMERGENCY'S
OVER, T'LL GET E"Z gxlrlf—:lh
BACK TO MY

SOONT

FOR YOUR SAKE,
BECAUSE I'VE
NEVER SEEN
WILL THIS

S0 YOU WERE
SCARED. ADMIT IT...
YOU NEED ME.

OF COURSE...
YOU'RE AS
USEFLIL...

( ...AS A FINGER
& POKING ME IN
N\ THE EYE!




I SENSE YOUR
TENSION, CUSTODIAN OF
THE HEART. WHAT'S

e 7
ng

I WANNA KNOW WHY,
AFTER SHOWING

...THE GLOBE OF
LAGADATH SHOWED
Us SOME WISPY
IMAGES.

YES. THEY LOOKED
LIKE OUR SYMBOLS, AND
THERE WERE MONSTERS

BESIDE THEM.

THE KEY...THE
SYMBOLS!

THEY WERE

"EVERYTHING STARTED WHEN
LUDMOORE, EXPERIMENTING IN
HIS VILLA NEAR HEATHERFIELPD...

"...TRIED TO CONQUER
THE POWER OF THE
ELEMENTS, ESPECIALLY
THEIR DARK SIDE.”




"IN THAT MOMENT,
THE BOOK SHUT, AND
THE LOCKS APPEARED.

...AND TO THE

LAST PLACE, THE
MOST DIFFICULT TALKING ABOUT

TO PEFINE. / MY POWER.

...HAVE CHOSEN
THEIR ETERNAL
CUSTODIANS.

"THE SYMBOLS, WHICH
REPRESENT THE ELEMENTS,
TRIED TO 60 BACK TO
WATER, FIRE, AR, EARTH..."

THAT'S RIGHT,
BUT IT'6 NOT OVER.
THE SYMBOLS HID
THEMSELVES AND,
ALMOST

CERTAINLY...




THE CUSTODIANS
ARE THE CREATURES
YOU SAW. MAGICAL

...SUMMONED
BY THE SYMBOLS - ] /
TO PROTECT THEM. TO Y . WE'RE NOT
OPEN THE LOCKS, YOU'LL = / AFRAID OF
\  THEREFORE HAVE TO A i 7 A THEM. FOR MATT,
FIGHT THOSE - — / I'D FIGHT
CUSTODIANS... AN N : THE ELEMENTS
. 4 THEMSELVES.

MY

A

NOW THE REASON
YOU'VE BEEN
BROUGHT TO THIS
ROOM. ..

...BECOMES
CLEARER.

IT WASN'T
TO SEE THAT
CRYSTAL
BALL?

! I
YOU UNDERSTAND
WHY, IT'LL BE EASIER
TO GRASP THE
MEANING OF
MY GIFT.




A TUBE? HE ACTS

..BUT
IN THIS

I'M NOT ENTIRELY

SURE. T'M JUST A

BRIDGE...IT WAS
JHE DLEARNIS
THAT GAVE IT

IT CONTAING

AN OBJECT You
KNOW WELL, WHICH
WAS DESTROYED A
LONG TIME AGO...

RECENERATED

ALL MYSTERIOLIS,
s id sl

Ol

WAIT! WHAT'S
THIS FOR?

ar

mw' 'F
YOU'LL EXCUSE
ME...

< g

SO THEY'LL
BE THE ONES TO
PUT YOU ON THE
RIGHT PATH.




ENDARNO DISAPPEARS,
LEAVING SO MANY
QRUESTIONS UNANSWERED.

HE HASN'T HELPED WILL
AT ALL. AND THEN...

.. SOMETHING
LUNEXPECTED
HAPPENS!

HEART OF
KANDRAKAR,
TAKE US... 4

FIVE RAYS OF LIGHT LEAVE

| ...ur Heaceo N many
THE FORTRESS, HEADED OTHER DIRECTIONS TOO.,




HOW'D I END UP
IN THE MIDDLE OF
HEATHERFIELD

BAY?

AN\ A SAME, LITTLE :
U Y/ MERMA/ID! y
3 4 @ : ol |
— ___....‘ i




L WHAT'S , > | :
=\ GOING ON? (L I/ A HYSTERICAL

GIRL APPEARED OUT
OF NOWHERE IN

I DUNNO HOW
IT HAPPENED!

|9

< N~ I
{ \ N4 b -.__. .




WHEREVER yOu
ARE, TELL ME WHY

LOOK AT THAT.
MY NEW SHIRT,
MY HAIR, AND...

AKELA!
WHAT DID
SHE MEAN
BY THAT?




THANKS!
I'LL TRY TO
&, STAY PUT!

I'M SORRY FOR THAT NICE
MAN, BUT I DON'T THINK
WE NEED TO BOTHER THE

FIRE BRIGAPE...

ABSOLUTELY, BOSS!

A GIRL ON THE
WEAEET Fohapone 1 o0 HOW Sie

IN HEATHERFIELD? T

IF YA WANTED

A S/CK DAY,

YOU ONLY HAD
TA AsK!




WHAT I SAID! ¢
THIS GIRL WASN'T
IN THE QUELE

174
;@4’ " THE TRUTH
16, THIS MAN 1S

TRYING TO SKIP
__ AHEAD!

AFTER ALL, RUDE? I'M
You MUST'VE THE RUDE ONE!
UM...S0RRY. T'LL GOTTEN HERE
LEAVE RIGHT AWAY
AND....

MY EYE ON
You, LITTLE

ABSOLUTELY!
AND LET ME

ADD THAT... s/6H...

; HOW'D I END
; UP HERE?

RIGHT HERE!
IT'S A MATTER
OF PRINCIPLE.




THAT AFTERNOON, AT
CEPRIC'S BOOKSHOF...

IT WAS A NIGHTMARE...
AND WHEN I GOT TO THE
DESK, T HAD NO IDEA
WHAT TO sAY!

ON LINE AT
CITY HALL?
THAT'S
TERRIBLE!

AIN'T THAT
THE TRUTH!

WE'VE ALL
GOT A STORY
TO TELL...

COME ON!
T HOPE WE'VE GOT WE ENDED LIP IN FIVE

A WARRANTY ON DIFFERENT PLACES
BUT STILL NEAR

A SOUVENIR FROM
THE FISHING BOAT

TELEPORTATION.

IRMA! THAT BROUGHT T WANT MY MONEY

WHAT'S ME BACK TO _ BACK! HEATUERFIELD.
THAT

STINK?

CEDRIC AND I
DIDN'T GO 60 FAR,
BUT WE'VE STILL GOT
SOMETHING TO
SHARE...







GO FIGURE.
AND HERE T WAS
HOPING FOR A NEW
MAGICAL TOY TO
DEFEAT THE BAD
Guys!

THIS MAP MARKS
THE PASSAGES
THAT USED TO EXIST
BETWEEN EARTH
AND METAMOOR...

IT'S NOT JusT
ANY MAP...

...IT'S THE
MAP OF THE
PORTALS., /A

...BUT NOW
THOSE PORTALS
ARE CLOSED.
WHAT 600D 1S
IT TO Us?







THE MAP HAS FUSED

TASK YET...

! WITH THE WALL. AND YES. WHAT
N 50 IT BEGINS... MIGHT BE THEIR
N\ MOST DIFFICLLT

THEY'LL HAVE
TO MANAGE ON
THEIR OWN...

THEY WILL.
THEY'VE OVERCOME
MANY DANGERS,
THOUGH THIS WILL
BE THE FIRST
MISSION...

FORCES THEM TO
DEAL WITH THEIR
OWN ESSENCES.

. /
; ... THAT ‘ | .

YES.
WITH THE e
ELEMENTS. L ——

BUT FIRST, q
THEY WILL HAVE
TO FIND OUT MORE
ABOUT JONATHAN
| LUDMOORE....

\ CHAFPTER 55










The Riddle -,
“She looks so sweet and
helpless when she’s asleep.”










WE WERE WAITING
FOR YOU, GUARDIAN.

YOU'VE COME TO ; z
KEEP US COMPANY. ng@\V

TOO BAD
YOUR FRIEND
CAN'T TALK/

HA-HA-HA/

STOP WORRYING
. ABOUT HIM. T'VE
> “souasHeD HIM
LIKE A FLY/




IT SEEMED
50 REAL...MATT,
I GOTTA GET You ON OUT, WILL!

OUT OF THERE! TIME TO GET UP.
THE SLN IS
SHINING!

JusT A '
NIGHTMARE!

THE LAST TIME WILL
SAW MATT, IT WAS
RAINING.,

THE LAST TIME
HE HELD HER...




THE MEMORY OF OKAY...LET'S PRETEND
THAT LAST HUG IT'S ANY OLD DAY.
HURTS. GOOD MORNING,

HOW CAN IT BE A
GOOD MORNING WHEN
L MATT'S BEEN TAKEN

FROM HER?

7, >\ YOU SHOULD
' REPLY "GOOD

MORNING, MOM,"

AND T NEED TO
REMIND YOU ABOUT
SOMETHING.

BEEEEP!
" WRONG ANSWER!
/ BUT T UNDERSTAND.
WE'VE GOT A MILLION
THINGS TO DO AND
A BILLION TO
ORGANIZE...

TODAY, T HAVE

TO PICK THE
INVITATIONS FOR A
THE WEDDING. os)
THERE ARE 50 7 WisH >
gl ilalols- GETTING !
BUT I'D LIKE YOUu OUT OF
SOMETHING THERE WAS
SIMPLE. SIMPLE...

HEE-HEE! T FEEL
ALL JUMPY, LIKE
A LITTLE GIRL!

I'M SUCH A
STUFPID GIRL!
HOW COULD T
UNPERESTIMATE
CEDRIC?
WHY WASN'T I
SUsSFIC/oUs?

YOU HAVEN'T
TOUCHED YOUR
BREAKFAST.
NOT HUNGRY?




WiLL WISHES SHE Wwarr For THE

COULD WASH HER GUILT AND TOMORROW, BOOK TO SPEAK, TO

AWAY, BUT NOBODY CAN WE'LL SEE ABOUT MAKE |TS REQUEST.

CHANGE THE FAST. ALL THE DRESS...I'M SO ONLY THEN WILL SHE
SHE CAN DO /S WAIT. HAPPY YOU'RE COMING KNOW WHAT 70O DO.

WITH ME. YOU KNOW HOW
MUCH T VALUE
YOUR OPINION,

HOUSTON
HERE!
MOM CALLING
DAUGHTER.

. EVERYTHING

' YOU'VE BEEN

]
MILES AWAY
ALL MORNING. ) W'I.Sf't‘gr”
Iswgg%hﬁ?i‘llﬂé EVERYTHING'S
SCHOOL? OR damar!
MAYBE WITH

MATT?

4 h
T'M LATE. BEFORE You
I GOTTA SEE THE FEAR
BEFORE
RUN! IN f;ff’;f"’fsr YOU CAN GUESS

HOW BAD I'M
FEELING!




_—

UM...IS SHE
RUNNING AWAY FROM
ME? BUT SHE SEEMED
TO TAKE THE NEWS

S50 WELL! MAYEE SHE'S
STARTED THINKING
ABOUT WHAT LIFE WITH
PEAN ENTAILS AND HAS
CHANGED HER MIND
AND POESN'T WANT
ME TO GET '

MARE/IED

MAYBE T'M JUST

PROJECTING MY
WORRIES ONTO

]

YOU'RE THE
CHICKEN HERE,
FUTURE MRS.
COLLINS!

I GUESS

Pt 1 NEED TO
el - o GET USED
. TO IT!



RECESS IS
SHEFFIELD THE ONLY GOOP
INSTITUTE... THING ABOUT

IT SHOULD LAST
LONGER...

HUH? IS THAT
FRENCHIE STILL

NOT THAT I
HAVE ANYTHING
AGAINST HER...

GUESS I

JUST HATE

WHAT DO I CARE?
MARTIN MIGHT
HAVE A NEW SPECIAL
FRIEND, BUT I HAVE

A STRONG AND
STABLE FRIEND-




OOF! HE DIDN'T |
EVEN LOOK. AND <13
T ALWAYS PAID P>
ATTENTION
e & WHEN HE
— / N/ STUMBLED..,

Y

I KNow yYou (W

F:Lﬁ.'fr:lc; Tﬁ%sray SOMETIMES T
JUST CAN'T
ARMS, BUT T
Y HELP IT!

WOLLDN'T WANT

You 7o GET
HURT! &

S07
YESTERDAY I
WAS LOOKING
FOR YOU ALL
DAY. ARE YOU

AVOIDING
ME?

YOU'RE BEING
PARANOID, JOEL.
I DON'T SEE YOU
FOR ONE DAY,
AND YOU THINK T
DON'T LOVE You
ANYMORE?




7

BUT SERIOUSLY...
HAVE YOU HEARD
ANYTHING FROM

MATT?

I KNEW IT.
WHAT NOw?
WHAT CAN
I sAy?

/ I JusT THOUGHT
THAT SINCE YOU'RE
WILL'S FRIEND AND

SHE'S SUPER IN
LOVE WITH MATT,
YOU MIGHT KNOW
SOMETHING.

NOBODY'S SEEN HIM SINCE THE
GG AT THE ROCK-AND-ROLL
CAFE. OKAY, 50 LATELY
HE'S BEEN PRETTY
MYSTER/IOUS...

...BUT IT'6 NOT

UM...MAYBE
DISL»rPEPEﬁZ I?KE WILL MENTIONED
SOMETHING ABOUT
THAT, ESPECIALLY
; A..A TRIP, BUT
SINCE WE'VE GOT :
MORE GIGS I DON'T KNOW
WHERE TO...

LINED UP!




WHERE...
WHERE AM I7

MY FOOTPRINTS
SLOWLY FAPE

. AND I'M ALONE IN
THIS PLACE FULL OF
NOTHINGNESS!

EVERYTHING 'S FLAT.
THERE ARE NO OTHER LIVING
CREATURES, NO SOUNPS,

NO NO/SES... 7

- =

WHERE'D
I END UP?




WHERE ARE YOU, WILL?
AT TIMES, I FEEL LIKE
I'M GOING CRAZY WITH
LONELINESS...

| HAVE I BEEN HERE?
M/NUTES? HOURS?
pAays?

... AND OTHERS,
I FEEL LIKEI'M
BEING WATCHED...

ANSWER! I FEEL
EYES FIXED ON ME,
FOLLOWING ME...

THERE, SOMEWHERE IN
THE EMPTINESS...BUT
THE CRAZIEST THING...

.../8 THAT YOUR
FRESENCE /S
THE ONLY THING

KEEPING ME

*:7’“ _ g _ ' /% g

%))/NW i .



I LIKE YOUR
COMPANY!

MEANWHILE, IN CEDRIC'S
BOOKSHOF, SHARING THE

. SAME SFACE WITH ORUBE
16 BECOMING A TEST
OF STAMINA.

YOU'RE
NOT FUNNY.

GET USED TO OH, LIKE
HAVING ME | I HAVE A
AROLND, CHOICE.

CEDRIC.

ORUBE HAS BEEN

WAITING AGES FOR

ol THE BOOK TO MAKE
CONTACT WITH CEDRIC...

HMM. I MUST EARN
BACK HER TRUST, REMEMBER
OR I MIGHT LOSE THAT I'M HERE
CONTROL OF THE WAITING FOR

THE BOOK TO
S/ITUATION. SPEAK, NOT

AND

FOR CHIT- ;
5 I'M HERE
CHAT. TO HELP You
UNDERSTAND
WHAT THE
BOOK SAYS...

...50 WE COULD
AT LEAST BE CIVIL,
DON'T YOU THINK?

YOUR HOSTILITY

DOESN'T HELP.

IT HELPS ME AVOID MORE
MISTAKES. T TOLD YOU ABOUT J§
JONATHAN LUDMOORE, AND A
THEN YOU WENT AND GOT
THE BOOK THAT
SWALLOWED

. AND CEDRIC HAS
BEEN WAITING AGES
FOR THE BOOK TO
TALK TO HIM NOW
THAT THEIR PEAL
/S SEALED.

ME, CEDRIC, AND
THAT WAS YOUR
MISTAKE.




YOU CAN'T WATCH
ME FOREVER. AT
SOME POINT, YOU'LL
HAVE TO CLOSE
YOUR EYES
TO SLEEF.

. HOW LONG

[ SINCE YOU LAST

' SLEPT? TWO,
THREE, FOUR

YOU NEED
TO REST.

IF I DIDN'T
KNOW YOU...T'D
ALMOST THINK YOU
WERE CONCERNED
ABOUT ME.




SOMEWHERE
COMFORTABLE!

GOOD. I HAVE TO

BE CAREFUL. IT'S

IMPORTANT THAT

SHE TRUSTS
ME...

I OFFER

THE EARTHLINGS'® GOOD 7780V
MANNERS ALWAYS WEAR US NEVER SAY THAT!
DOWN. YOU'RE INTEGRATING :
PERFECTLY INTO THIS < = VDON-1 LKE THI- PLACE

I'VE BEEN
THROUGH IT
MYSELF. YOU
KNOW THAT...




AND T ASSURE YOU, BUT IT's

YOU'LL LEARN TO ACCEPT AN ALIEN
THE SITUATION. IT'S WORLD!

NOT 60 TERRIBLE A4 HOW CAN

DOWN HERE. I ACCEPT
S THAT?

WE ARE THE ALIENS.
ONCE YOU GET
THAT, YOU'LL FEEL
LESS ALONE.

7€ I...T'M FINE
506 : WITH BEING

YoU'D BETTER
GET THE DOOR...
IT WAS WISE TO
KEEP THE SHOP ( j

CLOSED FOR
A WHILE.

"BUT YOUR CUSTOMERS
WILL GET FED UP IF
YOU NEVER OFEN!"




"YES, OPENING UP!
MAYBE THAT'S THE
ONLY WAY TO EARN

[ e

I CAME BY

STERDAY AND THE I'M SORRY. I HAD
DAY BEFORE. I TO CLOSE FOR

THOUGHT YoOU'D L \ SOME ELECTRICAL
BE OPEN... { REPAIRS.

I UNDERSTAND. /4
HAVE MY BOOKS
ARRIVED?

..butIcan
OMIT THE
TRUTH!

“I CAN'T LIE TO ORUBE,
NOT OUTRIGHT..."

ER... I UNDERSTAND.
I'M SORRY. T'LL COME
THEY'RE BACK

LATER. I

PATHETIC EARTHLINGS!
IT'S S0 EASY 7O FOOL
NAIVE!

W.L.7.C.H. HAS BEEN
NAIVE TOO, AND CEDRIC
ISN'T AFRAID OF THEM...







A Few BLOCkS |
AWAY...

) "I DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO
R e SAY, THEN T CAME LP WITH
; THE 7R/P. IT WAS THE FIRST
THING THAT POPPED INTO

/' 1 TRIPPED, g
AND THEN...

LEAPING
INTO JOEL'S
ARMS TO TALK
ABOUT MATT
15 THE WORST
THING YOU
COULD'VE

REALIZE
you JusT
COMPLICATED
THINGS? AS IF B
THEY WEREN'T :
BAD ENOUGH /=
ALREADY! !
> UH-OM!
MISS COOK
B Py 15 GRUMPY
I5 TRAVELING st
SOMEWHERE.
NOW SHE ONLY
GETS ALONG WITH
"SNAKE JENSEN"
AND CANT PUT UP WITH
HER OLD FRIENDS'

MISTAKES! 4




WHAT DO KNOW ABOUT
HOW I FEEL? YOU PICK
ON SHEILA WITHOUT
EVEN KNOWING HER,
AND YOU DON'T GIVE
A FIG ABOUT ME!

I'D BETTER GO.
I DON'T WANT TO SAY
SOMETHING T MIGHT

C'MON, TRMA, You
KNOW TARANEE IS
GOING THROUGH
A HARD TIME.

LET'S SAY SUPER-
COMPLICATED!

LET'S sAY
TOTAL CR/S/S!

THINGS
WITH NIGEL ARE
COMPLICATED.



HE KEEPS WANTING
TO SEE HER WHEN
SHE HAS DANCE

CLASS...

AND HE'S ALSO
JEALOUS OF HER
NEW FRIENDS.

BACK OFF
WITH THE JUDGING!
TARANEE GETS MAD AT
Mg, SO T GOTTA LISTEN TO
YOUR NAGGING? I'M S/ICK

OF THE LOT OF You!

YOU KNOW SHE'S
GOT ISSUES, SO
CUT HER SOME
SLACK.

OH, DON'T
YOU START,
MISS FINAL
WORPp!

THINGS ARE
PRETTY TENSE,




e |

WELL, YOU KNOW, MY

) BOYFRIEND'S TRAPPED
THAT AFTERNOON, IT'S TRUE, WILL. IN A MAGICAL BOOK, AND
THE HALE RESIDENCE. WE'RE ALL TENSE— IF THAT'S NOT BAD ENOUGH,
YOU MORE SOON EVERYONE
THAN ANYONE, WILL THINK HE'S
oBVIOUSLY! :

N\ ~DISAPPEARED... ,

THAT'S WHY
WE'RE GOING
TO SEND A NICE /

I'M NOT sO
SURE IT'S A

HIS FRIENDS, £
SIGNED BY £ |

AU CONTRAIRE.

IT'S THE PERFECT WAY

TO REASSURE EVERYONE.
LET'S WRITE THAT MATT
MET AN OLD PAL...

WHAT SHALL
WE CALL HIM...?




OKAY...MATT WENT
TO MIDGALE
TO HELP HIM

«..STOPPED
OVERNIGHT, THEN
DECIDED TO STAY

LONGER. GENIUS!

IT'S THE BEST
THING TO DO IF

WE DON'T WANT
EVERYONE TO

IT'LL WORK!
REMEMBER THAT,
WHEN HE NEEDED TO,
MATT MADE A LOT OF
STUFF UP TO COVER

TRUST ME.
WHAT IRMA
MUMEBLED I1SN'T
ENOUGH.

BUT WE'RE NOT
SOLVING ANYTHING!
SOONER OR LATER,

HIs MOM WILL

COME BACK

WE'LL CROSS
THAT BRIDGE WHEN
WE COME TO IT.




WITHOUT MATT'S
FASSWORD, WE
CAN'T ACCESS
HIS INBOX.

HMM...

I KNOW HE ALWAYS

SIGNS HIMSELF As
COBALTEOY...

HOW
CREATIVE.

ER...HE USES
THAT NICKNAME TO

ACCESS THE FORUMS
OF HIS FAVORITE

RELAX, YOU
DON'T NEED TO
JUSTIFY HIM.

THAT'S THE WE GOTTA
USERNAME, SEND THE
BUT WE'RE E-MAIL FROM
STILL MISSING HIS ADDRESS, Focus,
THE PASS- Oﬂmﬁ-’gﬁl-hggg CORNELIA.
WORD. T
_ SUSPICIONS. "E.f'u,i'é"
MATT!




TURFRITIC . AL TTELDT

| P39 word : Wil

i
y-You HE'S AT THE

' CENTER OF MY

THOUGHTS. ..T'M

AT THE CENTER
oFHE.

WHY'D THEY
TAKE HIM AWAY

FROM ME?

o



WILL...

IT'S ORUBE
FROM THE
BOOKSHOP.

IT DOESN'T MAKE
SENSE! WHAT DOES
THAT BOOK WANT?

WHY'D IT
TAKE MATT?
MY MATT...

WE'LL GET
HIM oUT OF
THERE.

I
PROMISE!

I’'ve got
HOT NEWS!

%\

N

'1./!.



FINALLY SPOKE.

"IT ALL HAPPENED "... AND SHUT
IN AN INSTANT. "IT SAID SOMETHING IN IT AGAINI*
METAMOOR'S LANGUAGE, g
QUICKLY OPENED ITS EYE...

%P BLAYLET YT S0

Vi @02, ]
L Pk TGN /),
DVISVI= SN, ot 6a104m 4

f I

e e
—

) ’
WHAT DID
IT SAY? _

@I’
J



C'MON, CEDRIC! Uh-oh!
WHAT DID IT I'M NOT SURE T That’s bad news
SAY? LUNDERSTOOD... for him! :

ARE YOU KIDDING?
I'M WARNING YOU,
CEDRIC! T DON'T
KNOW HOW MUCH
LONGER I CAN

CONTROL
MYSELF!

WAIT, WILL.
THIS TIME, IT'S

THE BOOK'S
WORDS WERE

COMPLICATED...
AND NEED TO BE
INTERPRETED.



“THE GLEAM IN THE
LIQUID ABYSS LIGHTS
UP THE VOICES OF THE

ENCHANTRESSES!"

IS THAT IT?
WHAT'S IT MEAN?

ALL THERE
was.

CLEVER! CAN
YoU SOLVE
IT T00? / LET'S PUT
' OUR HEADS

TOGETHER.

Tsk. Now the
snake is usin

the PLURAL!




WE JUST HAD

&, _ TO GET THE BOOK

ALWAYS HATED CN | THAT LIKES TO PLAY
RIDDLES. |’ N L 4

IT MUST MEAN
SOMETHING...
BUT WHAT?

"THE GLEAM IN THE k
LiQuIp ABYSS... : -




THEY SAY SILENCE - sk [/
BRINGS COLINSEL. =" CAN T sAY
3 SOMETHING,

YOU KNOW
HOW TO DECIPHER
THE RIDULE?

NO, BUT I
KNOW You
SHOULD TAKE
A NAP. YoU
ALMOST FELL
ASLEEP IN
cLass!

SYAWWWN &
ACTUALLY, T'M
EXHAUSTED!

I COULDN'T
SLEEP LAST NIGHT.
I KEPT TRYING
TO WORK oUuT
THAT CURSED
RIPPLE!

1
WHY DO I NEVER SHE GIVES o
LISTEN TO MY ME ALL THOSE PRl BUT

MOTHER? MAGAZINES YOU'RE

WITH RIDDLES NOW. AS IT 16, A GREAT
WHAT'S T'M SUNK!

e, AND WHAT DO SWIMMER!

i I DO? IGNORE YOU'LL
THEM! SEE, WE'LL

WITH THE .
SOLVE IT,

THINK THAT A
FEW REBUSES...




HEY, WILL,
IT'S YOUR

YOU DIDN'T FORGET
T WAS PICKING You
Up, pip Youz?

AS PLNCTUAL
AS A SWISS

HUH...

SW/ss
YOU SPEAK
GERMAN GERMAN,

NOW?

UM...
SORRY TO BUTT
IN, BUT WILL SAID
YOU'LL BUY YOLR
WEDPING DRESS AT
PUMONT'S. 15
THAT RIGHT?

-
wow! ) - .
IT'S THE BEST : L4 -
DRESS SHOP IN i lenvyyou 1 Let’sswiteh )
ALL OF HEATHER- ' so much! A p|aces? 4
FIELD! 50 ELEGANT \ ~

AND REFINED.
YOU COLLDN'T
HAVE CHOSEN
BETTER!

FORGIVE
HER, MOM.

WHEN IT COMES
TO WEDPINGS,
SHE'S EVEN WORSE LET'S GO, WILL.
THAN YOU. THE APPOINTMENT S

RIGHT AFTER LUNCH.



BYE, CORNELIA.
IT WAS NICE TO

ENJOY YOUR
AFTERNOON AT

GET IN! WE'RE RUNNING LATE. gy A8 UM, NO...AT LEAST
WE STILL HAVE TO EAT, AND | | 80 o VA - NOT NOW, BUT LATER...
MS. DUMONT DOESN'T YOU EAID IT WAS WELL...T'M NOT COMING
LIKE BEING KEPT OKAY! DON'T TO PEAN'S. I GOTTA
WAITING. TELL ME YOU'RE STUDY FOR A SURPRISE
HAVING ANOTHER MATH TEST!
ONE OF YOUR
EMERGENCIES
TOoDRAY?

CALM DOWN!
THERE'S NO RUSH,

AND WE COLILD ALWAYS
POSTPONE. I DON'T KNOW IF...

IF IT'S A THE TRUTH
SURFPRISE 1S, SHE POESN'T
S i,
AND IS FINDING
TOMORROW? UM...T DON'T, fﬂiﬁ’,’foﬁ";gg' EXCUSES...T KNEW
OTHERWISE, [T [ | HELR, TELL THE o T
WOLLON'T BE TRUTH. .. 5£co.:p mz‘ﬁ_m
A SURPRISE. REMARRYING...

BUT I GOTTA




[
~7 DON'T BE MAD, MOM. i
— SCHOOL COMES FIRST.
LISTEN... 7 ol COLLINS KNOWS
20 IT TOO!
|
(0 =1 8
i =/ A
Z : &
) p-

/

N { . A

UM...
OOF! T MISSED THAT'S NICE
WILL AGAIN. HEY, OF You, BUT
BUT THAT'S... I'LL WALK.

DON'T MAKE ME
BEG. I'M HAPFY TO
TAKE YOU HOME.

A LIFT, MIsS?

ME TOO...BUT AVOIPING
MATT 'S FRIENDS IS
THE FIRST RULE

WHAT'S TO
THINK ABOUT?

LET'S JUST
HOPE HE DOESN'T
ASk ABOUT
MATT...

 v00-4007)




e || e

% TRYING TO TALK ;
e TO WILL FOR DAYS THAT'S WHAT
BUT WITHOUT TARANEE SAID,
LUCK. BUT I GOTTA
TALK TO HER.

MATT'S

SUDPEN

PISAPPEAR-

ANCE

15 TOO

WEIRD.

SHE'S VERY
BUSY, YOU KNOW,
BECAUSE OF HER
MOM'S WEDPING.

FINE, THANKS!
I JUST LEFT WILL
WITH HER MOM.

HERE WE GO. ME AND

MY BIG MOUTH. ..
I JUST HAD TO
MENTION WILL!

/
) )
- b
FIRST, HE BLOWS -—
ME OFF...

i TN s roo wero cos
PERFECT E-MAIL THAT MATT DOESN'T WRITE
OUR MEETING... ARE ALWAYS FULL

OF MISTAKES!

fﬁ“}
& g =
1 =

HEE-HEE! THANKS.
THOUGH A TRUE
ARTIST SHOULDN'T

CRAVE COMPLIMENTS... Fa CRIPES...!




V" UM...ME MUSTVE
BEEN CONCENTRATING
WARDER THAN LUSUAL
WHEN ME WROTE
IT, DON'T YOU
THINK? <

4 <

IT's NOT MY AND IT'S NOT
FAULT I'M AN LIKE HIM TO DROP
ACE WRITER! ME IN IT WITH Ms.

KNICKERBOCHER.

TO ASK HER TO
y BORROW THE SCHOOL'S
LOUDSPEAKERS FOR
MATT'S CONCERT AT
THE ROCK-AND-ROLL

THE PRINCIPAL
GOT TO DO WITH
ANYTHING?

YEAH. APPARENTLY,
HE'S HAD THEM TOO MANY
TIMES ALREADY, AND THE
PRINCIPAL KEEPS ASKING

ME TO BRING THEM

BACK!

...BECAUSE

THEY'RE AT MY
FRIEND WHO
DISAPPEARED
INTO THIN AIR'S
HOUSE, LEAVING

7
UM...T'M SURE HE
SAID SOMETHING TO
WILL ABOUT IT, BUT,

YOU KNOW, SHE'
S0 BUSY...

YEAH, YEAH,
YOU TOLD ME...
HER MOM'S
WEDPING.




PumonT
PRESSMAKERS,
THAT AFTERNOON.

THE GLEAM IN
THE LIQUID ABYSS...
THE MORE I REPEAT IT, ﬁ
THE MORE OBSCLURE /-

IT'S GORGEOUS.
YOU LOOK
FANTASTIC!

SOLVING A RIPDLE
CAN BE PIFFICULT...

]

. LIKE MAKING
THE RIGHT CHOICE
FOR AN IMPORTANT
OCLAS/ON.

IF MY DEAR
DAUGHTER COULD
TEAR HER EYES
FROM HER PHONE
FOR A MOMENT,
SHE MIGHT GIVE
ME ADVICE.

WHICH WAS THE MAYBE
HOW ABOUT ONE BEFORE YOU couLp
THIS ONE, WILL? AGAIN? EMBELLISH
IS IT NICE? OR WAS THEM WITH

THE ONE BEFORE

SOME
POETRY?

WILL,
PLEASE!

T DUNNO WHAT <]

MS. VANDOM, 70 THINK, IT'S

I COULDN'T HELP
JUST A SENTENCE,
NOTICING YOUR
A COMPLICATED
INVITATIONS, AND IF
- SENTENCE

el THAT 7 GOTTA
A LITTLE PLAIN. LNDERSTAND...

M

— i

Vi
/ The gleam in the
| liquid abyss lights up
\ the voices of the
\ enchantresses.

LOWITT!
WONDERFUL!
GREAT CHOICE. z




AS A MEMBER OF
HEATHERFIELD'S ELITE
CULTURAL CIRCLES, I'M

OVERJOYED THAT SUCH
A YOUNG GIRL KNOWS
THIS GREAT POET.

WHAT WAS HIS
NAME AGAIN?

Lowirr!
THOMAS LOWITT,
DEAR. YOU SURELY
KNOW HIS NAME?

THE LINE YOU

JUST QUOTED

1S FROM "THE
ENCHANTRESSES."
A DARK AND
MYSTERIOUS
COMPOSITION,

HEE-HEE!
IT's
GORGEOUS!

Vo o
WONDERFUL

POEM, DON'T
YOU AGREE?

I GOTTA FIND
OUT MORE ABOUT
THIS LOWITT.

um!
I HATE TO
INTERRUPT THIS
LITERARY MOMENT,
BUT WHAT ABOUT
THIS DRESS?




I'VE SEEN TOO MANY WHAT AN AMAZING

DRESSES FOR TODAY. DISCOVERY!
MS. PUMONT IS A THERE MUST BE
BIT ANNOYING. SHE A CONNECTION
s, SAYS THEY'RE ALL BETWEEN LOWITT
\ AND THE PLACE

WE GOTTA
FIND.

PLANET MOM

TO DAUGHTER!
ARE YOU o !
LISTENING? Tueffcv?ggss %LL

WONPERFUL!

"T THINK A
DON'T You T SHOULD TALK OH, THANKS, DARLING, £29)
START TOO! TO DEAN BEFORE BUT I CAN" gﬁ HOME }
AT THOSE PICKING ONE." L :
PRICES,
MY PJ'S
WOULD BE

TOO.

LUM...YOU KNOW WHAT, MOM?
T'LL STUDY LATER. RIGHT
NOW I REALLY WANNA SEE
MY FAVORITE PROF!

WHO BETTER YOU SAID
THAN HIM TO TELL YOU DIDN'T WANT TO
ME ABOUT LOWITT? COME...OH WELL. T MUST

REMEMBER TO /GNORE
YOUR MOOD SWINGS!




PON'T YOU
GETIT? IT'S A

WHAT'S NOT
TO UNDERSTAND?
PETER'S
SUSPICIOUS, AND
THE EQUIPMENT
HE HAS TO
RETURN IS IN

HUGE MESS!

CALM DOWN,
CORNY. START
OVER—TI DIDN'T
LINDERSTAND

HAY LIN.
I'M BEING
SERIOUS!

THE OTHERS
ANYWAY?

AND YOU'RE
ALL WOLND
UP. AFTER
ALL, You
WERE WITH

I TRIED TO
GET IN TOUCH
WITH THEM

WAIT. DON'T TELL
ME. TARANEE'S
AT DANCE CLASS?
SHE PRACTICALLY
LIVES AT
JENSEN'S
SCHOOL!

DON'T BE S0 GRUMPY. Y
YOU KNOW THEY'RE
REHEARSING LIKE
CRAZY THESE
DAYS.




I CAN'T TRACK WELL, SHE'S GOT
DOWN THE ENOUGH WORRIES,
OTHERS EITHER. S0 LET'S NOT

WiLL'S

DRAG HER INTO
PHONE IS g

THIS.

IF WE'VE GOT
AN /MPENDING
PETER EMERGENCY,
MAYBE WE CAN
DEAL WITH IT
OURSELVES.

WE'LL TELL THEM LATER
WHEN WE MEET UP AT

THE BOOKSHOP.

um

I'VE GOT A
BETTER IDEA!

45

HUKW?

WHAT DO
You HAVE
IN MIND?

YoU...YOU'RE
NOT THINKING OF
GOING TO GET

LOUDSPEAKERS
AT MATT'S
ARE THE
PROBLEM,
RIGHT?

OF COURSE! WE EXTRACT
THEM, THEN OUR BUsY

AND PISTRACTED WILL,

WHO FORGOT IT WAS HER
JOB, GIVES THEM BACK

TO PETER.

£5)



\
" : ° \
TO THINK MATT ’ o\ |
LEFT HER SUCH CLEAR
INSTRUCTIONS ABOLIT .
THEM BEFORE - N
HE SET OFF! Z
‘ 7S
|
BUT YOU KNOW,
SHE'S 50 BUSY
ORGANIZING HER
[ e MOM'S WEDDING!
B = (L & HA-HA-HA!
N o
=4
A\ Y.

\| = -
ey
7’

- & ; -
k3 = \ 2
! RN C - ===

W
= ISN'T IT AN
AWESOME
PLAN?
T HAVE TO ADMIT WELL, IT'S A 8/6
IT's GREAT, BUT ONE! HOW DO WE GET
WE'VE GOT A INTO MATT'S HOUSE
L 2 PROBLEM. WITHOUT THE
. . KEYS...
) ©
' T -
B -
k ;
J X -
N
ALWAYS
SPLITTING _
HAIRS... -




HELLO, GIRLS!
SORRY ABOUT
THE MESS...

[ Actually, compared
to your room, this is
the kingdom of 4

!
Es order! e

CAN T OFFER YOU ANY- v
THING? T WAS CHECKING

MY BOOKS...I HAVE TO
PACK THEM UP BEFORE

wow! B
YOU'RE -
BRINGING THEM
ALL TO OUR
PLACE?




WELL, HONEY, T
CAN'T LEAVE THEM
HERE SINCE WE'RE
SELLING THE

" P! aparTMENT, AND
) YOU'VE GOT 50
i MUCH SPACE...

YOU COULD GET RID OF
A FEW. T'M SLURE THERE
ARE PLENTY THAT ARE
USELESS!

WE DON'T HAVE
TO FILL ALL

" USELESS?
DID YOU SAY
USELESS?

BUT THEY'RE
MY BOOKS!

SLICES OF
CULTURE, PIECES
OF MY LIFE!

OKAY, THEN
LET'S SAY...

CULTURE IS ALWAYS
CLUNKY FOR THOSE
WHO DON'T LINDER-
STAND IT.

IT'Ss TIME TO
SOLVE THIS
RIPPLE!




THE BEG/INNING,
I THOUGHT I COULD
FIND THE ANSWER
/N A POEM, BUT...

> !
' WILL. GREAT POET.
w0

HOW'D HE
WRITE THIS?
I DON'T GET

WHY'S OUR
LITTLE SCHOLAR

HE WAS FROM
HEATHERFIELD,

. REATHERFIELD?
\ /




SOMETIMES
THE ANSWERS ARE
LUNDER OUR NOSES...

THOMAS LOWITT
LIVED IN OUR CITY
AT THE END
OF THE 19TH
CENTURY.

/
WE DESPERATELY LOOK .. THEN, THE ANSWERS s
FOR THEM, HOPING COME SUDPENLY! vou OK,A“
A LIGHT WILL CLEAR WikLs YEAH
THE DARKNESS. .. IT'6 NOTHING!
WELL, BACK IN THE DAY, o
IT WASN'T THERE, BUT IN Pragaino
A SMALL BAY CALLED Pt
SIREN TSLAND. _ ol
-

HE WAS INCREDIELY

SUCCESSFUL, BUT BEFORE
BECOMING A FAMOUS POET,
HE WAS THE CUSTODIAN
OF THE LIGHTHOUSE.

AT LIGHTHOUSE
CAPE?

I'm GONNIq g
FAINT!

sy

SIREN ISLAND WASN'T
VERY POPLLAR, AND IT
DIDN'T HAVE MANY
CUSTODIANS.

ANOTHER
CURSE?




ENCHANTRESSES”
POEM STARTED

>

WOW, I DIDN'T KNOW
YOU WERE SO INTO
POETRY!

ACTUALLY, MAYBE
I COULD TALK ABOUT
LOWITT IN CLASS TOO...

I'M JusT
TELLING
YOU WHAT
I KNOW. "THE

THE RUMORS
THAT THE
ISLAND WAS

UM, NOT S0
ORIGINAL...

THEY SAY THE ISLAND
WAS INHABITED BY
STRANGE CREATURES,
BUT THAT'S ALL
WE KNOW.

/ oKay, T'LL coNTINUE. [/

AND ANYWAY,
THE ISLAND DOESN'T
EXIST ANYMORE.

7 THAT'S
IMPOSSIBLE!

WELL...YOU'RE RIGHT.
IT DOESN'T EXIST ON
THE SURFACE! YOU
CAN STILL SEE SOME
ROCKS, BUT...

/,_




"AT THE BEGINNING OF
THE 20TH CENTLURY, A
STORM HIT THE COAST...

"THE LIGHTHOUSE
WAS REBUILT AT
THE CAPE...

"...AND SIREN
ISLAND SANK
INTO THE ABYSS.

"...BUT THEY SAY THE
OLD LIGHTHOUSE IS

| STILL INTACT, DEEP
BENEATH THE WAVES.

IT WOULD BE
COOL TO FIND oUT
IT STILL WORKS!

YOU REALLY
LIKE THIS
POET.

THE
GLEAM IN THE
LIQUID ABYSS
LIGHTS UP THE
: VOICES OF THE
N ENCHANTRESSES. ..

|




WiLL RUNS.
RLINS FAST....

I REALLY GOTTA STUDY NOW.

THANKS, PROF, YOU'VE BEEN...
ENLIGHTENING!

==\
N

i

REMEMBER
TO IGNORE
WILL'S MOOD
SWINGS.

PRACTICALLY

. BECALISE SHE'S

+.SHE SOLVED
THE RIPPLE!

THE GLEAM
IN THE LIQUI?
ABYSS.. IT couLp
BE THE SUIBMERGED
LIGHTHOUSE! AS FOR
THE ENCHANT-

. THEY COULD
BE THE ETERNAL
GUARDIANS
THAT ENCARNO
WARNED s

ABOUT.




AGENT CORNELIA, WE
GOTTA RECOVER TWO
LOUDPSPEAKERS. ARE

WiLL MAY HAVE MADE HER
DISCOVERY, BUT THERE'S

SOMEONE NEAR THE
OLSEN RESIDENCE WHO
CAN'T AFFORD TO YOU UP FOR THIS
MISSION? _ ]

BE DISCOVERED!

HOW CAN YoU
JOKE ABOUT

BEDROOM WINDOW AND SEE,
IF I CAN SPOT ANYTHING. }
YOU CHECK THE é,
(£ ,,5

IT's

THE ONLY
WAY T CAN
COPE WITH
BREAKING

AND
ENTERING! £

OKAY, T'LL PEAK IN MATT'S
e
f

"THE FIRST ONE
TO FIND SOMETHING |
TELLS THE OTHER!"




/; KNOW WE SHOULPN'T

USE IT FOR PERSONAL

REASONS, BUT WE'RE
ON A M/SS/ON,

AREN'T WE?

2GULP= HOW DO T
REACH THAT WINDOW
WITHOUT A LITTLE

MAGIC?

=GULP=
R-RAYMOND...
THE HEDGE!

HOW BORING,
RAYMOND. NOTHING

EVER HAPPENS
HERE.

IR |

THE HEDGE
1S MOVING BY
ITSELF! THERE'S

SOMETHING
WEIRD OUT

FOR HEAVEN'S
NEWSPAPER o (\§




YE OLPE

I'VE FIGLIRED
EVERYTHING
out!

WHEN CORNELIA'S

LATE, IT'S USUALLY

BECAUSE SHE'S

POING HER
HAIR!

D

' UNLESS
CORNY DECIDES
TO DO HER
NAILS TOO...

HEE-HEE!

THE RIDULE
1S ABOUT AN
ISLAND THAT
DOESN'T APPEAR
ON THE MAP...

WHERE ARE
CORNELIA AND
HAY LIN?

WE DON'T

BUT WE DO
KNOW CEDRIC IS
BUSY WITH SOME
CUSTOMERS.

START TALKING.
THEY'LL JOIN
Us LATER.

...BUT THAT
DOESN'T
MEAN
IT'S NOT
THERE!




r I'M SURE

NOW. WE'RE
DEALING WITH
THE BOOK COLLINS
MENTIONED AND
THAT ENDARNO
WAS SO CAGEY

ABOUIT...

THIS 1S THE
BO0OK OF

JONATHAN
‘\ ‘ = LUDMOORE'S
» Mo BOOK...ARE i
; YOU SURE? A 5
L )

THE FIVE LOCKS
PROVE IT.

COLLINS
SAID THAT
AS THE BOOK
WAS WRITTEN,
IT BECAME
A SENTIENT
CREATURE...

OUR BOOK |15
DEFINITELY MAGICAL.

AND LO AND BEHOLD,
MR. SNAKE FOUND IT AT
LUDMOORE MANCR!




SINCE THEY

DIDN'T TELL

Us MUCH IN
KANDRAKAR...

AND WE GOTTA
RECOVER THE FIVE
STONES OF THE FIVE
ELEMENTS AND PLACE
THEM IN THE BOOK'S
COVER SO WE
CAN OPEN IT.

NOW LOOK
AT THE MAP OF
THE PORTALS...

NOTICE WHERE
THE CRACK IN THE
WALL ENDS...

IT POINTS
TO A SMALL
ISLAND.

«.IT'S
CLEAR WE
HAVE TO
HANDLE IT

OURSELVES
THIS TIME.




IT'S THE ISLAND
MENTIONED IN THE
RIDDLE. IT SANK INTO
THE SEA YEARS AGO
ALONG WITH THE

LIGHTHOUSE.

&O0D, TRMA. T SEE YOU'RE
GETTING IT! WE'RE ABOUT TO
RECOVER THE F/RST STONE,

CONNECTED TO THE FIRST

ELEMENT.

INTO THE SEA...
WHERE T ENDED UP
THE OTHER DAY.

I'LL GET
TO THAT
ISLAND EVEN
IF I GOTTA SWIM
THERE. WE'LL
HAVE THAT BOOK
OPEN SOON.

AND WE'LL 1T
GET MATT (4
ouT oF

NOTHING
CAN STOP




"...NOTHING AND
NO ONE!"

WOow! THERE'S YEAH. WE'RE
SO MUCH STUFF LUCKY TO HAVE
IN HERE. FOUND THE LOUD-
; SPEAKERS.

WHAT'S LUCKkY 15
THAT THE GARAGE
WAS OPEN!

HA-HA-HA!
T'M DYING...

DO You
THINK MATT

BABY MATT HAVING
A BATH! THAT WOULD
EVEN MAKE WILL

LOOK AT THIS
PHOTO!




\ COME ON. LET'S
GET WHAT WE CAME

FOR AND GO.

LEAVE IT
TO ME,
CORNY!

LET'S TRY
NOT TO FORGET
ANYTHING.

I GIVE UP!

I KEEP
TELLING YOU
TO DO MORE

SPORTS. BIT OF
A WEAKLING,
AREN'T YOU?
MOVE OVER...




HA-HA-HA!
WHO's THE
WEAKLING
NOW?

IN THIS
CIRCUMSTANCE,
LET'S USE OUR
POWERS FOR

YEAH...
DEFENSE AGAINST
PUTTING OUR
BACks oUr!

WIND, WIND,
STRONG AND HARD, WHAT ARE
TAKE THESE sPEAKERs YOU DOING?
To THE YARD! IJ

I LOVE USING
MAGIC SPELLS!




"ISN'T IT

AWESOME?" MISSION
ACCOMPLISHED!

RAYMOND! THERE'S
STUFF FLYING AROUND
OUTSIDE OUR WINDOW!

THIS TIME
YOU HAVE TO
GET UP AND

COME SEE!

WHAT sHouLe =7 1|
I BE SEEING, i

WE JusT 6oTTaA YW
cLoce THE [




MATT, WHERE THE
HECK ARE YOU?




Read on in Volume 15!






~Explore
g P eter’s Room

Taranee’s big brother is friendly, funny, sporty, and absolutely
irresistible! Let’s explore his room.

® Positive and cheerful (and ® He goes to Heatherfield Art Institute
secretly vain), Peter Lancelot Cook is and isn't too fond of studying (but he's
the big brother every girl would love super smart). Sometimes, he gets away
to have! with it because he’s so cheeky!

® He's Taranee’s best friend, a
precious “a].ly'; her rock, and...
sometimes even her official

driver!

® He doesn't know what
“boredom” is: Peter is always
busy! And always full of energy.

® He thinks he’s great at almost all
sports...and he’s right! Forget
about finding him home during
summer: Between the beach and the
basketball court, you can only see
him at dinner.

® The only time when Peter feels
super lazy is in the morning,
when he has to wake up.

® Peterisa
bottomless
well of ideas:
He always has new
projects to suggest.

® He's very creative: Peter is great
at drawing.

N



He's also
learning to
play tennis!

Exploring

His basket-
trash-can is a
present from
Taranee. When
she saw it

in the shop,

v she instantly

thought of her
big brother.
After opening
the present,
Peter laughed
for half an
hour. .

Peter uses
the computer
to keep in
touch with
his friends
around the
world and i
check -
we,




After long negotiations,
his parents bought him

: He watches spy and
action movies, often
with Matt and _J

Peter takes
great care of
his surfboard.
e loves the
gsea: If he
could, he’d
spend whole
days surfing
the waves!
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